
James Lafayet te Spy Act iv it y
Background Informat ion: James Lafayet te, somet imes referred to as James Armistead Lafayet te, 
was inf luent ial in the American victory at  Yorktown. The Marquis de Lafayet te recruited James to 
spy on General Charles Cornwallis and Benedict  Arnold. A fter the American Revolut ion, James 
pet it ioned the Virg inia General Assembly mult ip le t imes for his freedom unt il he was at  last  
granted it  in 1786.

Main Ideas:

- James posed as a runaway 
enslaved person who offered 
to help the Brit ish Army in 
Virg inia.

- W hile he was w ith the Brit ish 
Army James overheard Brit ish 
p lans, which he then told to to 
the Marquis de Lafayet te.

- Due to his status as an 
enslaved man, many people 
underest imated James, which 
gave him the opportunit y to 
learn important  informat ion.  

Supplies:

- Cipher wheel 
template

- Scissors 
- A  brad

Skills:

- Crit ical thinking 
- Primary source 

analysis 
- Fine motor 

skills

Quest ions to 
Consider:

1. W hy could 
enslaved 
ind ividuals 
make good 
spies? 

2. W hy would an 
enslaved 
ind ividual 
agree to be a 
spy?

See Lafayet te's 
Pet it ion

Exp lore t he 
Culper Spy 

Code

Read a Masked 
Let ter

James Lafayette c. 
1824 courtesy of 
the Valent ine

Click here to learn more about  
spying  in t he American 

Revolut ion.

https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/revolutionary-war/spying-and-espionage/american-spies-revolution/lafayettes
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/the-revolutionary-war/spying-and-espionage/spy-techniques-of-the-revolutionary-war
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/the-revolutionary-war/spying-and-espionage/the-culper-code-book
https://thevalentine.org/explore/richmond-stories/featured-stories/the-revolutionary-james-fayette/
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/the-revolutionary-war/spying-and-espionage
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