
Build  a Family Tree
Background Informat ion: George Washington was very interested in his family history. For example, he 
kept  family records in their family Bib le. His records for the p lantat ion also helps us t race the families of 
some of the enslaved people who lived at  Mount  Vernon in the 18th century. One such example is Phillip  
Lee, who was the son of Lucy and Frank Lee and the grandson of Doll.

Main Ideas:

- Family history can be 
important  for both 
ind ividuals and history 
professionals.

- A lthough family history can 
be d if f icult  to research, a lot  
is known about  
Washington's family due to 
the records left  behind. 

- The families of enslaved 
ind ividuals are often hard 
hard to f ind due to a lack of 
records.  

Inst ruct ions:
- Use the template to 

create a family t ree for 
yourself or a friend and 
d iscover connect ions to 
the past ! 

- Start  by asking someone 
in your family about  your 
ancestors or a friend 
about  theirs.

- Fill out  the template to 
the best  of your abilit y, 
understanding that  it  is 
okay to not  have all t he 
answers.  

Skills:
- Research
- Analysis
- Discussion

Quest ions to Consider:
1. How  do we know  about  the past?
2. W hy is it  important  to study the past?
3. How  do you think historians might  

remember you?

Washington's 
Family History

Lawrence 
Washing ton

Slavery 
Database

Exp lore more!

Using the above sources and Mount  Vernon website, see if  you can create a 
family t ree for one of the many people that  lived at  Mount  Vernon.

https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/slavery/slavery-database
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/family
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/lawrence-washington
https://emuseum.mountvernon.org/objects/8521/george-washington-and-family?ctx=f01c087c0b28cb56da7be0b88082dde0cec69862&idx=20
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