Washington’'s Weather Vane

Background Information: During the summer of 1787, George Washington was attending the
Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia. While there, Washington hired a Philadelphia
craftsman named Joseph Rakestraw to build a weathervane, which was to be placed on top of
the cupola of the Mansion at Mount Vernon. Washington’s instructions for the weathervane’s
design were clear, the design would feature a bird holding an olive branch.
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Explore more!

Use the above primary sources and the Mount Vernon website to
learn more about Washington's weather vane.
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https://www.mountvernon.org/blog/2019/08/dove-of-peace-weathervane-restoration
https://www.mountvernon.org/blog/2019/08/dove-of-peace-weathervane-restoration
https://www.mountvernon.org/blog/2019/08/dove-of-peace-weathervane-restoration
https://www.mountvernon.org/blog/2019/08/dove-of-peace-weathervane-restoration
https://emuseum.mountvernon.org/objects/1278/the-west-front-of-mount-vernon?ctx=8d84c4a2b09d8c57d31fe3dc17e8a3563a3c2f33&idx=2
https://www.loc.gov/resource/mgw1b.741/?sp=23&st=image
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/04-05-02-0245

1. Color the bird, arrows, and

& compass.
2.Cut out the bird, arrows, and

. 3.With an adult’s help, bend the

paperclip so that it is straight.

| 4.Cut slits into the end of the straw

and slide an arrow piece at each end.
5.Insert the paperclip into the

pencil’s eraser and slide the pieces on

iNn this order: compass template, one

bead.

6.Slide the paperclip through the hole in the middle of the
straw and slide the last bead down the wire so that it is on
top of the straw.

7. Tape the cut-out bird onto the end of the paperclip.

8. Take your weather vane outside. Find north with a compass
and use your weather vane to find out which direction the
wind is blowing.
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