
Mend a Broken Plate
Background Informat ion: W hen archaeologists do f ieldwork, they often f ind broken 
objects. Somet imes they are able to p iece together these broken objects through a 
process called mend ing , which is like put t ing together p ieces of a puzzle. W hen an 
object  is mended, we can see what  the complete object  looks like. 

Main Ideas:

- Archaeology teaches 
us about  the past  
through the study of 
art ifacts people left  
behind. 

- Mending helps 
archaeologists get  a 
clearer understanding 
of the object  and it s 
history. 

Materials: 

- The broken p late 
template (or a 
paper p late that  
can be colored)

- Coloring supplies
- Scissors
- Tape or g lue

Skills:

- Fine Motor Skills

Quest ions to Consider:
1. How  do we learn about  the past?
2. W hy is archaeology important?
3. W hy do you think some art ifacts are 

broken?

Plate 
Fragments

Project i le 
Point

Cherry 
Bot t le

Exp lore more!

Using the above art ifacts and Mount  Vernon's Archaeology Webpage, 
learn more about  past , present , and future archaeology projects.

https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/archaeology
https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/archaeology
https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/archaeology
https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/archaeology
https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/archaeology/archaeology-online/object/1691276
https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/archaeology/archaeology-online/object/1692863
https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/restoration-projects/mansion-revitalization-project/an-in-depth-look/sealed-18th-century-bottles-discovered
https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/archaeology/archaeology-online/object/1694169


Sponsored by:

Mend a Broken Plate
W hen archaeologists do f ieldwork, they often f ind broken objects. Somet imes they are 

able to p iece together these broken objects through a process called mend ing, which is like 
put t ing together p ieces of a puzzle. W hen an object  is mended, we can see what  the complete 
object  looks like. Use the template below  to design your own p late puzzle to mend.

Direct ions:
1. Color the p late w ith a design of your choosing.
2. Cut  out  the outer edge of the p late template ( the outer gray line).
3. Cut  along the b lack lines.
4 . Pract ice your mending skills by p iecing your p late back together!
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