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VOCABULARY

How  do w e know  about  Mount  
Vernon?s Enslaved  Com m un ity?
577 peop le w ere enslaved  at  Mount  Vernon by George and Martha Wash ing ton . 

Historians have learned about  these ind ividuals by analyzing  evidence such as 
w rit ten  docum ents, oral h istories, and  archaeolog ical find ings. How ever, m any stories of the enslaved  
popu lat ion  at  Mount  Vernon st ill rem ain  und iscovered .

Th ey labored  f rom  
Tools left  beh ind  such as fish ing  
w eigh ts, garden hoes, and  nails tell us 
how  the enslaved  com m unity lived  
and w orked 

Sam bo 
Anderson  
labored  as 
an  
enslaved  
carpenter, 
fixing  
st ructures 
and  tools.

SUN UP t o SUN DOW N

Kat e, an 
enslaved  
field  w orker, 
becam e the 
m idw ife for 
the 
enslaved  
w om en of 
Mount  
Vernon.

Caesar 
w as an 
enslaved  

Wash ing ton  d iscussed her role in  th is let ter. She 

asked for scissors, like these, to help  her.

Cow rie shells w ere com m only w oven in to a 

net t ing , w h ich  is put  around a bot t le gourd  to 

create an  inst rum ent . The inst rum ent  is 

shaken to create sounds.

am ong st  ind iv iduals, t here w as
COMMUNITY

Toy m arb les like these w ere m ost  likely p layed 
w ith  by ch ild ren  in  the enslaved  com m unity

Archaeolog y - t he study of buried , old , physical 
ob jects to understand  and in terp ret  hum an life

Descendan t  - a person w ho cam e from  a 
specific ancestor

Enslavem en t  - a cond it ion  w here a person is 
kep t  in  bondage by another 

Evidence - p roof of som e th ing , idea, or person

Prim ary Source - a docum ent  or ob ject  
created  by som eone at  the  t im e of an  event  or 
period   

and  m any peop le found  w ays t o
RESIST17During  the Revolu t ionary War, 

He later 
sought  h is 
freedom  in  
1799, and  
Wash ing ton  
put  out  a 
new spaper ad  
looking  for 
h im .

Farm  Repor t s like this one tell us more about the lives of 
the enslaved community by recording the tasks they 
were forced to do.

peop le enslaved  at  Mount  Vernon 
pursued freedom  by fleeing  to 

Fish ing  Weigh t Garden Hoe

Nail

the H.M.S. Savage, a Brit ish  

Warsh ip.  Their nam es w ere w rit ten  dow n by Wash ing ton 's Farm  Manager 
in  the let ter below.

All hands em ployed on  Monday in  
gathering  & m easuring  of Corn? Tuesday, 
Wednesday & thursday in  Cart ing  & 
lift ing  it . Friday in  sevl k inds of Jobbs? & 
Saturday get t ing  w [oo]d  for Christm as.

Isaac all t he Week at  the Mill? Jam es 
repairing  Barn  & Stab les at  Muddy hole 
and  Tom  & Sam bo? poin t ing  1073 
Pallisado?s.

field  w orker 
w ho cou ld  
read , and  
volun teered  
to be a 
m in ister to 
the enslaved  
com m unity.

https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/slavery/the-growth-of-mount-vernons-enslaved-community#:~:text=Over%20the%20course%20of%20George,enslaved%20people%20at%20Mount%20Vernon
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/slavery/a-day-in-the-life-of-an-enslaved-field-worker
https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/archaeology/archaeology-online/object/1881090
https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/archaeology/archaeology-online/object/1692958
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/sambo-anderson
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/sambo-anderson
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-source-collections/primary-source-collections/article/fishing-weight
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-source-collections/primary-source-collections/article/garden-hoe
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/04-03-02-0347
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/slavery/resistance-and-punishment
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/slavery/resistance-and-punishment
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-source-collections/primary-source-collections/article/h-m-s-savage-list
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-source-collections/primary-source-collections/article/h-m-s-savage-list
https://catalog.mountvernon.org/digital/collection/p16829coll27/id/836/rec/4
https://catalog.mountvernon.org/digital/collection/p16829coll27/id/836/rec/4
https://catalog.mountvernon.org/digital/collection/p16829coll11/id/237/rec/3
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/kate
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/slavery/native-songs
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-source-collections/primary-source-collections/article/marble
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/caesar
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/06-02-02-0475#:~:text=%E2%80%9CTwenty%2DFive%20Dollars,to%20the%20blacks.%E2%80%9D
https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/archaeology/archaeology-online/object/1881231
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Piecin g  a Puzzle Tog et her
Historians use m ult ip le p rim ary sou rces to bet ter understand  stories of the past . It  is sim ilar to 

find ing  and put t ing  together p ieces of a puzzle. The evidence in  th is puzzle show s som e of 
w hat  w e know  about  one enslaved  fam ily w ho w orked and lived  in  the Mansion  at  Mount  

Vernon - Doll, her daughter, Lucy, and  Lucy?s husband, Frank Lee. 

W hat  can you learn  about  these ind ividuals? W hose perspect ives are p resent , and  w hose 
perspect ives are m issing?

1793

Washing ton  w rote that  he purchased 

Frank Lee, w ho w as a but ler, for

17952024

1768Doll and  her first  four ch ild ren  
(includ ing  Lucy) w ere b rought  to 
Mount  Vernon w hen George and 
Martha Wash ing ton  w ere m arried . £50

or about  $13,500 in  

today?s currency

Doll w orked  in  the k itchen as a cook. Her 
daughter, Lucy, also w orked  as a cook.

Martha Wash ing ton  w rites 
a let ter to her n iece. It  says.:

peop le George Wash ing ton  legally ow ned 
w ere set  free - w h ich  included Frank Lee. Doll, 123

This note w as w rit ten  w h ile the 
Wash ing tons w ere in  Ph iladelph ia, 
aw ay from  Mount  Vernon.W hat  do w e 
learn  f rom  t hese w ords?

?...shou ld  [there] be any goosberry I shou ld  
w ish  to have som e bot t led  and  som e of the 
m orelly cherrys d ried  -I t h ink  old  Doll 
cannot  have forg ot  how  t o do t hem .

39Archaeolog ist s found 
bot t les of cherries (like 
the ones Martha 
described) buried  in  the 
cellar at  Mount  Vernon.

Lucy, and  Lucy?s ch ild ren , how ever, w ere kep t  in  bondage and legally 
ow ned by Martha?s fam ily.

Descendan t s of Mount  Vernon?s 
enslaved  com m unity have 
shared  their ancestors? stories 
th rough the generat ions.

Freed Enslaved

Frank Lee and Lucy got 
married and lived in the 
cellar under the mansion.

Frank and Lucy?s k ids w ere the on ly 
enslaved  ch ild ren  allow ed to p lay on  the 
m ansion?s fron t  law n. W hy do you th ink 
that  is?

George Wash ing ton  d ies, 
and  enslaved  fam ilies are 
separated  accord ing  to h is 
w ill.

1799

George Wash ing ton  w rites a let ter 
to h is farm  m anger about  th ings 
going  on  at  Mount  Vernon. From  
it , w e learn ...

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/02-06-02-0164-0005
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bnDJkxFyUAM
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/frank-lee
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/02-08-02-0059#GEWN-02-08-02-0059-fn-0002:~:text=D%5Bitt%5Do%20Frank%20for%20%C2%A350
https://virtualtour.mountvernon.org/#node19
https://virtualtour.mountvernon.org/#node18
http://catalog.mountvernon.org/digital/collection/p16829coll27/id/759/rec/13
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/05-14-02-0210
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/05-14-02-0210#:~:text=but%20they%20have%20Always%20been%20forbid%20(except%20two%20or%203%20young%20ones%20belonging%20to%20the%20Cook%2C%20%26%20the%20Mulatto%20fellow%20Frank%20in%20the%20house%2C%20her%20husband%3B
https://www.google.com/url?client=internal-element-cse&cx=013570628192988851190:f_7yva_ajly&q=https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/doll&sa=U&ved=2ahUKEwjFsb-DgpuKAxUMKlkFHcriOLQQFnoECAoQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2g39XCShEzjt7vOI4gi7q4&fexp=72801196,72801194,72801195
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-source-collections/primary-source-collections/article/letter-martha-washington-to-fanny-bassett-washington-may-24-1795
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/martha-washington/the-first-first-lady#:~:text=to%20be%20avoided.%E2%80%9D-,Transitions,-George%20and%20Martha
https://catalog.mountvernon.org/digital/collection/p16829coll27/id/736/rec/15
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/slavery/a-community-divided
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/slavery/george-washingtons-will
https://www.mountvernon.org/about/news/article/archaeologists-unearth-35-glass-bottles-from-the-18th-century-at-george-washington-s-mount-vernon-during-mansion-revitalization-most-containing-perfectly-preserved-cherries-and-berries
https://www.google.com/url?client=internal-element-cse&cx=013570628192988851190:f_7yva_ajly&q=https://www.mountvernon.org/video/view/J5pf3-zRykU&sa=U&ved=2ahUKEwjXi8nXhJuKAxW0FFkFHYddL8AQFnoECAsQAg&usg=AOvVaw2YfoXg8gfQ8c_XSkO7KsYF&fexp=72801196,72801194,72801195
https://virtualtour.mountvernon.org/
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/interactive-tools/lives-bound-together-resources/primary-sources
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