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OBJECTIVE

Today I am inquiring and analyzing primary source documents about George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon, so I can better understand what life was like, especially 
for the enslaved population at Mount Vernon during the 18th century.

CCSS Standards:

Reading Informational Text

9-10.RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary sources,
attending to such features as the date and origin of the 
information.

11-12.RH.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary sources,
connecting insights gained from specific details to an 
understanding of the text as a whole



4 TRUTHS OF A HISTORICAL EVENT

Transitional Justice Approach to Promote Better Conversations on Slavery and Race



How do you define TRUTH?

International Coalition for Sites of 
Conscience

 Great Article: 
 Sites of Conscience: Truth, 

Reconciliation, and Resistence

1. Forensic Truth - What happened to whom, where, when, 
and how, and who was involved.

2. Personal or Narrative Truth - This is truth of personal 
recollection and memory.

3. Social Truth - TRC jurist Albie Sachs defines this as “The 
truth of experience that is established through interaction, 
discussion and debate.

4. Reconciliatory or “Healing” Truth - Also called “Public 
Truth” is the exposing of the past events in order to raise a 
public awareness of atrocity and to elicit a “never again” 
position toward such atrocity resulting in a “healed” or 
“reconciled” society.



SLAVERY 
Please write on a single note-card what is ONE (and only one) word that comes to mind when you hear the 

word slavery?



George Washington’s Mt. Vernon

• http://www.mountvernon.org/

•
http://www.mountvernon.org/site/
virtual-tour/

http://www.mountvernon.org/
http://www.mountvernon.org/site/virtual-tour/


TEACHING WITH ARTIFACTS 
Objective: To analyze and use an object as a primary source grounded in historical inquiry



20 Questions



Made in America, 1790–1799
Human, cow, and horse teeth; elephant ivory; lead, silver, possibly brass
Purchase, 1949 [W-1520/A-B]

George Washington experienced problems with his teeth throughout his adult life. 
Although he regularly used dental powders and a toothbrush similar to our own, his 
tooth loss persisted. By the time he took the oath of office as president at age 57, he 
had only one natural tooth remaining and owned multiple sets of dentures. Contrary 
to popular myth, his false teeth were not made of wood but of human, cow, and horse 
teeth as well as elephant and walrus ivory. The dentures required frequent adjusting 
to function naturally, and he repeatedly sent them to John Greenwood, his dentist in 
New York City, for repairs. For a person as conscious of his appearance as 
Washington, his dental dilemma caused great discomfort.

Washington’s Dentures



TEACHING WITH BIOGRAPHY 
Objective: To analyze and use an historical biography as a primary source grounded in historical inquiry



Enslaved Men and Women

The enslaved men, women, and children who 
worked and lived at Mount Vernon have 
important stories for students to learn and know 
about. When students learn about individuals 
who were held in bondage, they can build 
empathy and better see the impact of the 
institution of slavery on peoples’ lives. Through 
the use of archaeology, oral history, and written 
sources such as farm reports and letters, Mount 
Vernon has created 19 biographies of people 
like William “Billy” Lee the valet, George the 
gardener, Kitty the dairymaid, and Doll the cook 
to better understand the lives of enslaved 
Virginians in the 18th century.



Select a Biography

You were given a link on Schoology to the 19 
biographies of the enslaved men and women at 
Mount Vernon. Please select one name to read 
more in depth on.

Please read through your biography, noting

key details about their personal story and 

consider what this tells you about enslaved life in

The 18th century, and more specifically enslaved

Life at Mount Vernon.

http://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/slavery/enslaved-people-at-mount-vernon/

http://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/slavery/enslaved-people-at-mount-vernon/


Why is it important to teach with Biography?

Using biographies in the classroom can help students 
develop historical empathy by providing them the 
opportunity to think about life from another perspective. 
Individuals who lived in the past become humanized when 
their life events are put into narrative form.

Biographies can be found in a variety of places, not just 
books and written sources. Allowing students to explore a 
person’s biography through a video, a series of images, a 
song, a collection of objects, or a location can change the 
methods students use to make connections and meaning.

Biographies allow students to see the influence and 
impact of historical events that can otherwise be hard to 
grasp. Varying biographical stories between those of well-
known historical personalities and those of lesser-known 
people can help strengthen a student’s understanding of a 
time period.



What is significant about 1799?

Turn and Talk

With your elbow partner, please
Discuss the significance of 1799.

Don’t just discuss the date, try to be
more thoughtful to the entire historical
story.

What might some personal truths be?
Who would experience this moment?

Try to use some of the information you
learned about today, in thinking more in 
depth about the whole picture. Is there
more you can articulate?



What kind of Ancestor do you want to be?



REFLECTION AND EVALUATION
Objective: Absorb some of today’s information and complete an anonymous evaluation for Jessica and Mount 

Vernon Teacher Institute
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