

Civics Connections GW complex views on Slavery

A People with Contemporary Debates & Possibilities ― Discussion Questions	DEVELOP A CRITIQUE

This theme explores the contemporary terrain of civic participation and civic agency, investigating how historical narratives shape current political arguments, how values and information shape policy arguments, and how the American people continue to renew or remake themselves in pursuit of fulfillment of the promise of constitutional democracy.

The following are a series of history and civics discussion prompts. Select one prompt from each category (or as directed by your instructor) to engage in a critical discussion with your peers that is grounded in the historical context of slavery and historical actions of Washington, incorporates your own understanding and knowledge of history and civics, and reflects civic friendship and civil disagreement as appropriate.

HISTORY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
· Does Washington’s ideology change over time? If so, how? What evidence supports your answer?
· To what extent did Washington’s actions transform American political institutions? To what extent do his actions maintain the status quo?
· How can your learning from the Washington and Slavery timeline suggest strategies for how to address our shared contemporary problem of systemic and institutionalized racism against persons of African descent?
· Did Washington at the time know that he was making mistakes regarding enslaved people and the institution of slavery?
· How can we use Washington’s historical actions to investigate future uncertainty and fallibility with regard to our own civic participation? What mistakes should we seek to avoid?

CIVIC DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
· What specific methods did Washington use to adapt and/or preserve his society regarding the enslaved and institution of slavery? What were the strengths and limitations of the methods he chose? What are the strengths and limitations as we look towards challenges in the future?
· How can we balance critical and constructive engagement with our history of the institution of slavery and still be proud to be Americans?

Use evidence from the text and from your own knowledge and understanding of history and civics to support your ideas.



We the People ― Discussion Questions	DEVELOP A CRITIQUE


This theme explores the idea of “the people” as a political concept--not just a group of people who share a landscape, but a group of people who share political ideals and institutions. The theme explores the history of how the contemporary American people has taken shape as a political body and builds civic understanding about shared processes of societal decision-making.

The theme also explores the challenge of “e pluribus unum”: forging one political people out of diverse experiences.

The following are a series of history and civics discussion prompts. Select one prompt from each category (or as directed by your instructor) to engage in a critical discussion with your peers that is grounded in the historical context of slavery and historical actions of Washington, incorporates your own understanding and knowledge of history and civics, and reflects civic friendship and civil disagreement as appropriate.


HISTORY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
· What were the opportunities of diversity within colonial America and the early American republic? What were the challenges?
· Based on the Slavery in Context and Washington and Slavery resources, what distinctive challenges have accompanied race relations in the United States? What were/are the causes and consequences of enslaved peoples’ marginalization from participation in the process of government?
· In the wake of the informal founding through laws and actions prior to the American Revolution and the formal founding through the Declaration and Constitution, how have understandings of American membership and unity changed over time, with specific regard to people of African descent and other enslaved persons?

CIVICS DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
· How did Washington understand the perspectives of others and build bridges between between different points of view regarding the institution of slavery? 
· What are the tensions between Washington’s responsibility to the larger American community versus Washinton’s commitment to his own estate? Are these different? If so, how? If not, why not. Explain.
· How can we understand Washington’s personal values, principles, commitments, and community responsibilities with respect to enslaved persons and the institution of slavery? How do these relate to the shared values, principles, and commitments that define "We the People of the United States of America"?

Use evidence from the text and from your own knowledge and understanding of history and civics to support your ideas.
Make Civics Connections	CULMINATING ACTIVITY 

Now that you have investigated and critically analyzed Washington, how can you apply your understanding to exercise civic engagement in your own lives and communities?

Consider and answer the following compelling questions:
· What contemporary collective actions, beliefs, policies, etc., would be condemned by society in 200 years? Explain.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What can you do about it? (What actions can you take to solve the problem?)

Where appropriate, take some time to reflect and to write down your ideas.

Discuss your ideas with your learning community as directed by your teacher.

Complete the culminating or summative activity as directed by the teacher. Remember to follow the appropriate conventions and to use any provided guidelines, rubrics, and/or resources to ensure that you fulfill the requirements.




