Slavery in Context ― Timeline and Resources	BUILD HISTORICAL CONTEXT

1441	Portuguese capture 12 Africans in Cabo Branco (present-day Mauritania) and bring them to Portugal as enslaved people.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.history.com/news/american-slavery-before-jamestown-1619. Retrieved 23 July 2021.
Michael Guasco, a professor at Davidson College and author of Slaves and Englishmen: Human Bondage in the Early Modern Atlantic World] 

1526	The first Africans enslaved within continental North America arrive in the San Miguel de Gualdape colony (present-day Georgia/South Carolina), founded by Spanish explorer Lucas Vázquez de Ayllón.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_the_United_States
Robert Wright, Richard (1941). "Negro Companions of the Spanish Explorers". Phylon. 2 (4). Retrieved 23 July 2021.] 

1619	The first enslaved Africans in British North America arrive at Point Comfort near Jamestown, Virginia Royal colony.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  "African Americans at Jamestown". National Park Service. February 26, 2015. Retrieved June 4, 2019. Arrival of "20 and odd" Africans in late August 1619, not aboard a Dutch ship as reported by John Rolfe, but an English warship, White Lion, sailing with a letters of marque issued to the British Captain Jope by the Protestant Dutch Prince Maurice, son of William of Orange. A letters of marque legally permitted the White Lion to sail as a privateer attacking any Spanish or Portuguese ships it encountered. The 20 and odd Africans were captives removed from the Portuguese slave ship, San Juan Bautista, following an encounter the ship had with the White Lion and her consort, the Treasurer, another British ship, while attempting to deliver its African prisoners to Mexico. Rolfe's reporting the White Lion as a Dutch warship was a clever ruse to transfer blame away from the British for piracy of the slave ship to the Dutch. Retrieved on 23 July 2021.] 

1640	John Punch, an African indentured servant, is sentenced to servitude for life as punishment for running away to Maryland from Virginia.[footnoteRef:4] His two European indentured runaway companions are sentenced to extended servitude four years.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  Donoghue, John (2010). Out of the Land of Bondage": The English Revolution and the Atlantic Origins of Abolition. The American Historical Review. Retrieved 23 July 2021.]  [5:  Higginbotham, A. Leon (1975). In the Matter of Color: Race and the American Legal Process: The Colonial Period. Greenwood Press. ISBN 9780195027457. Retrieved 23 July 2021.] 

1641	Massachusetts Colony passes the “Massachusetts Body of Liberties” legislation that includes a provision (91) legalizing the enslavement of Negroes, Native Americans, and criminals.[footnoteRef:6] Other colonies, including Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, and Maryland, will pass similar laws. [6:  https://history.hanover.edu/texts/masslib.html. Retrievedon 23 July 2021.] 

1662	December. Virginia’s General Assembly enacts “ACT XII” legislating that newborn children inherit the legal status (enslaved or free) of the mother.[footnoteRef:7] Other colonies will pass similar laws. [7:  William Waller Hening, The Statutes at large: Being a Collection of all the Laws of Virginia, from the First Session of the Legislature in the Year 1619 (New York: R & W & G. Bartow, 1823), 2:170. Retrieved 23 July 2021. https://web.csulb.edu/~jlawler/Course%20DW/VirginiaSlaveLaws.htm December 1662 - 14th Charles II, 2:170, Act XII.
WHEREAS some doubts have arrisen whether children got by any Englishman upon a negro woman should be slave or ffree, Be it therefore enacted and declared by this present grand assembly, that all children borne in this country shalbe held bond or free only according to the condition of the mother, And that if any christian shall committ ffornication with a negro man or woman, hee or shee soe offending shall pay double the ffines imposed by the former act.] 

1664	Maryland passes “An Act Concerning Negroes and Other Slaves” that: i) legalizes “Durante Vita” lifelong servitude for all Negroes and other slaves; ii) legalizes enslavement from birth of children born of a Negro or any other slave; iii) enslaves any free woman who would marry an Negro or other enslaved male for the duration of the life of the husband; and iv) enslaves any child born of the union of a free woman and Negro or other enslaved male for a duration of 30 years.[footnoteRef:8]  New York, New Jersey, the Carolinas, and Virginia will pass similar laws. [8:  http://aomol.msa.maryland.gov/000001/000001/html/am1--534.html
Proceedings and Acts of the General Assembly January 1637/8-September 1664, Maryland State Archives. Retrieved 23 July 2021.] 

1670	October. Virginia’s General Assembly enacts “ACT V” legislating that neither free Negroes nor Natives can purchase (white) Christian servants but can purchase enslaved Negroes or Natives.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  William Waller Hening, The Statutes at large: Being a Collection of all the Laws of Virginia, from the First Session of the Legislature in the Year 1619 (New York: R & W & G. Bartow, 1823), 2:280. https://web.csulb.edu/~jlawler/Course%20DW/VirginiaSlaveLaws.htm Retrieved 23 July 2021.
October 1670 - 22nd Charles II, Act V, 1670, 2:280. ‘Whereas it hath beene questioned whither Indians or negroes manumited, or otherwise  free, could be capable of purchasing christian servants, It is enacted that noe  negro or Indian though baptised and enjoyned their owne freedome shall be capable of any  such purchase of christians, but yet not debarred from buying any of their owne nation.”] 

1676	Enslaved persons, indentured servants both Black and White, and poor colonists participate in Bacon’s Rebellion against the Governor, his wealthy allies, and friendly Native tribes in the Virginia colony. Following the rebellion, Virginia begins to enact legislation to eliminate indentured service and strengthen slave codes.
1680	June. Virginia General Assembly enacts “ACT X” forbidding slaves to carry weapons of any kind or to travel without a certificate of permission from their master punishable by 20 lashes from a whip. The law also permitted that slaves could be whipped with 30 lashes or killed for running away and/or resisting recapture.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  William Waller Hening, The Statutes at large: Being a Collection of all the Laws of Virginia, from the First Session of the Legislature in the Year 1619 (New York: R & W & G. Bartow, 1823), 2:481. https://web.csulb.edu/~jlawler/Course%20DW/VirginiaSlaveLaws.htm. Retrieved 23 July 2021.
June 1680 - 32nd Charles II, Act X, 2:481. An act for preventing Negroes Insurrections. “WHEREAS the frequent meeting of considerable numbers of negroe slaves under pretence of  feasts and burialls is judged of dangerous consequence; for prevention whereof for the  future, Bee it enacted by the kings most excellent majestie by and with the consent of  the generall assembly, and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid,  that from and after the publication of this law, it shall not be lawfull for any negroe or  other slave to carry or arme himselfe with any club, staffe, gunn, sword or any other weapon of defence or offence, nor to goe or depart from of his masters ground without a  certificate from his master, mistris or overseer, and such permission not to be granted  but upon perticuler and necessary occasions; and every negroe or slave soe offending not  haveing a certificate as aforesaid shalbe sent to the next constable, who is hereby  enjoyned and required to give the said negroe twenty lashes on his bare back well layd on,  and soe sent home to his said master, mistris or overseer. And it is further  enacted by the authority aforesaid that if any negroe or other slave shall presume or  lift up his hand in opposition against any christian, shall for every such offence, upon  due proofe made thereof by the oath of the party before a magistrate, have and receive  thirty lashed on his bare back well laid on. And it is hereby further enacted by the  authority aforesaid that if any negroe or other slave shall absent himself from his masters service and lye hid and lurking in obscure places, comitting injuries to the  inhabitants, and shall resist any person or persons that shalby any lawfull authority be  imployed to apprehend and take the said negroe, that then in case of such resistance, it  shalbe lawfull for such person or persons to kill the said negroe or slave soe lying out  and resisting, and that this law be once every six months published at the respective  county courts and parish churches within this colony.”] 

1691	April. Virginia’s General Assembly enacts “ACT XVI” empowering justices of the peace and county sheriffs to: i) raise any forces deemed necessary to apprehend runaway negroes, mulattoes, and other slaves, and ii) to lawfully kill or destroy by gun or any means whatsoever such runaways that resist, run, or refuse to surrender, with owners being compensated 4,000 pounds of tobacco provided by the Colony. The legislation also makes it illegal for slave owners to manumit (set free) enslaved people within its borders unless the owner pays for the enslaved to leave the Virginia colony within six months of being freed.
1732	May. Virginia General Assembly enacts “An Act directing the trial of Slaves” including a provision (XVII) that made it illegal to free any enslaved “negro, mullato, or indian slaves” for any reason whatsoever “except for some meritorious services,” which had to be judged and approved by the governor and council, and a license had to be applied for and approved.”[footnoteRef:11] This law includes a total of 25 provisions all of which limit the rights and liberties of the enslaved. Other states will pass similar laws. [11:  General Assembly. “An Act directing the trial of Slaves, committing capital crimes; and for the more effectual punishing conspiracies and insurrections of them; and for the better government of Negros, Mulattos, and Indians, bond or free” (1723). (2020, December 07). In Encyclopedia Virginia. https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/an-act-directing-the-trial-of-slaves-committing-capital-crimes-and-for-the-more-effectual-punishing-conspiracies-and-insurrections-of-them-and-for-the-better-government-of-negros-mulattos-and-in. Retreived 23 July 2021. “And be it further enacted, by the authority aforesaid, That no negro, mullatto, or indian slaves, shall be set free, upon any pretence whatsoever, except for some meritorious services, to be adjudged and allowed by the governor and council…”] 





