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BACKGROUND INFORMATION
ESTABLISHING THE PRESIDENCY


BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Civic Friendship and Compromise: The First Cabinet

The U.S. Constitution intentionally did not create a cabinet or advisory committee for the president. Congress wanted the president to come to the senate for advice or “he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices.” This is often called the “Opinion Clause” of the Constitution and can be found in Article II, Section II, Clause I. In 1789, Congress created three Executive Departments: Foreign Affairs (later in the same year renamed State), Treasury, and War. It also provided for an Attorney General and a Postmaster General. President Washington never used the term “cabinet” during his eight years in office.

Background Questions to Consider:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Who should be nominated by President Washington for “principal Officers in each of the executive Departments”? 
What qualifications should they have? List them on the board.
Who do you think appeared in the first cabinet meeting in President Washington’s private study on Market Street, Philadelphia on November 26, 1791?
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