Activity Sources: Language has been modified from original 
A. Dignity with ease and a sense of security, the gentleman and soldier look agreeable blended in him. Modesty marks every line and feature in his face. – Abigail Adams

B. Be sure his influence carried this government; I have boundless confidence in him and I do not have any reason to believe he will ever give me any reason to doubt him.  -  James Monroe

C. He is polite with dignity, polite without stuffiness, distant without arrogance, serious without harshness; modest, wise, and good. – Abigail Adams

D. No harum-scarum, ranting, swearing fellow, but serious, steady, and calm. His modesty will convince him to take every step with the best advice to be found in the Army. Connecticut Congressman Eliphalet Dyer

E. Wherever he is, he is surrounded by flatterers and secret enemies. He knows I am a trustworthy friend that he can confide in and who will always tell him the truth. Not a day goes by without his talking to me at length or writing long letters to me. And he is willing to have conversations with me about almost everything.  - Marquis de Lafayette 

F. Washington had the gift of silence. I believe this is one of the most precious talents. - John Adams

G. Whenever he lost his temper, as he sometimes did, people who either loved or respected him kept this weakness from being shown to the world. – John Adams

H. General Washington has astonished his closest friends with his exceptional talents for the leading the army. His excitement, his activity, and his politeness have captured the hearts of the public and his friends. He seems to be one of those heroes that comes around once in three or four hundred years to save a nation from ruin. If you do not know him, you should like to hear that he has such military status in his manner that you would pick him to be a general and a soldier out of a group of ten thousand people. – Benjamin Rush

I. There is a story that must be told. His Excellency, after reading the first paragraph, paused briefly, took out his glasses, and asked the audience to wait patiently while he put them on. He reminded them that he had grown gray while he was serving his country, and now was growing blind. There was something so natural, so honest, in those statemen. It seemed to be the most sincere words anyone had ever heard; they forced its way to the heart, and there were tears in most of the soldiers’ eyes. The General, having finished, left the gathering of soldiers. – Samuel Shaw


J. He did not fear anything, always remaining calm in the face of any danger. Perhaps the strongest feature in his character was judgment, never acting until every circumstance, every consideration, was thoroughly thought through; not acting if he was unsure, but, once he had made a decision, he went with purpose, whatever obstacles were against him. – Thomas Jefferson 

K. His goodness and honesty were pure and his sense of justice was unshakable. He did not allow any self- interests, friendships or enemies change his decisions. He was, in every sense of the words, a wise, a good, and a great man. - Thomas Jefferson

L. His character was fine and his physical appearance was what everyone hopes for. His stance was relaxed, upright and noble; the best horseman of his age, and the most graceful figure that could be seen on horseback. – Thomas Jefferson 

M. Your actions have been highly praised throughout all Europe, and your returning to be a private citizen is called the finishing stroke to an unparalleled character. If it is possible, you become even more loved than before. Everything that is Great, and everything that is Good has never been found in one man before. There has never been one man that a soldier, statesman, patriot, and philosopher could each admire. I am proud of you, my dear General, your Glory makes me feel as if it was my own—and while the world is in awe of you, I am pleased to think, and to tell, the qualities of your heart makes you even more valuable than anything you have done. – Marquis de Lafayette 

N. The General was born and educated near Fredericksburg on the Rappahannock. He must be a man of great abilities and a strong natural genius, as his father never taught him anything but writing and arithmetic. People come to see him here from all parts of the world; hardly a day passes without visitors. But the General seldom makes his appearance before dinner, using the morning to write his letters and manage his farms, and reserving the afternoon to company. But even then he usually goes to his study for two hours, between tea and supper, to write. – Robert Hunter, Jr. 

O. No man, I believe, can influence the President. He asks for information from all areas, and thinks independently more than any man I ever knew. It is so important to the public that he should keep this superiority, that I hope I will never see the time that any man will be able to influence with him without giving valid reasons and arguments. – John Adams 

P. On March 1, 1785, twenty-three very important planters established the first American organization devoted to agricultural pursuits—the Philadelphia Society for the Promotion of Agriculture. In July of 1785, Samuel Powel—the Society's first president—wrote to Washington to announce his election as an honorary member. Washington was pleased to be included and stayed in contact with a number of other members over the remainder of his life.

Q. In June 1785, Washington decided to start a new and more rigorous approach to farming. He began looking for an English farmer to take over the management of his Mount Vernon plantation. Arthur Young, a major leader in the agricultural reform movement in England, heard that Washington was looking for a farm manager.  On January 7, 1786 Young wrote directly to Washington, offering to locate and hire workers, materials, and farm animals as needed. The communications with Young soon grew to include other important figures in English agricultural circles, including Dr. James Anderson and Sir John Sinclair. In 1797, Washington was even made an honorary member of the English Board of Agriculture.

R. First in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen, he was second to none in the humble and charming scenes of private life; devoted, just, humane, pleasant, and sincere; orderly, dignified, and commanding; his example was as inspiring and lasting to all around him.  – Henry “Light Horse Harry” Lee

S. Rising above conflicts between individual states, Washington created an atmosphere that allowed Constitutional Convention members to reach the compromises necessary to create a bold, new government. He stayed relatively quiet, allowing the delegates to debate the foundation of the Constitution amongst themselves. While Washington held the belief that America should have a strong central government and a single executive leader, he did not allow his opinion to sway the other delegates.

T. A gentleman of one of the first fortunes in the country, he left his lovely retirement, his family and friends, and sacrificed his relaxation, giving it all up for the cause of his country. His views are noble and impartial. He declared when he accepted the office of commander in chief that he would give Congress an exact amount of his expenses and not accept any money for his service. -  John Adams

U. My strongest wishes come to you, that you may still be superior to every difficulty, and that your great & virtuous action on behalf of your Country, may be crowned with that success. – John Hancock

V. In every stage of the difficult conflict, what difficult scenes have you not passed through! What hardships have you have endured! What dangers you have encountered! May Heaven reward your hardships! May you long live, beloved by a grateful country, & greatly enjoy the tremendous Blessings, which you have been extremely instrumental in securing for us. – Sam Adams
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