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[bookmark: _z32uu2617rbr]LEVEL:
High School
[bookmark: _mo132018nizv]TIMEFRAME:
Two class periods or less, depending on if assigned as an individual or group project

[bookmark: _8yw78cvitpm5]OBJECTIVES:
Students will analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources in order to recognize change over time

Students will respond to a writing prompt in a clear, thesis-driven essay that uses evidence from the provided sources




[bookmark: _3qiajk6qottf]LESSON PLAN
[bookmark: _iu7255bya9dl]Wisdom Through War: An Evolution in Perspective



[bookmark: _qx1fhmv44l1w]STANDARDS:
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[bookmark: _45ivbxd7ozkr]Primary Source Analysis
Writing Standards
Reading Standards
Early American History
Civic Values and Social Norms
Contextualization
Comparison
Causation



[bookmark: _l29zh597ll2o]
[bookmark: _50ld1mq2q1hf]PROCEDURE:
1. [bookmark: _pfdfmwizxwhy][bookmark: _GoBack]Distribute the handout Wisdom Through War Source Set (included in ZIP file download). Ask students to evaluate the following statement by historian Joseph Ellis using the documents. 
“Instead of going to college, Washington went to war. And the kind of education he received…left scars that never went away, as well as immunities against any and all forms of youthful idealism.”
A. Excerpt: George Washington to John Augustine Washington, May 31, 1754
B. Excerpt: George Washington to John Augustine Washington, July 18, 1755
C. Excerpt: His Excellency: George Washington, Joseph J. Ellis, 2004
D. Excerpt: George Washington to John Thomas, July 23, 1775
E. Excerpt: George Washington to Thomas Jefferson, April 12, 1793
F. Excerpt: George Washington to Alexander Hamilton, March 4, 1783
G. Excerpt: George Washington to François Jean de Beauvoir, Marquis de Chastellux, April 25, 1788
H. The Virginia Colonel by Charles Volkmar after Charles Willson Peale, 1874
I. George Washington after the Battle of Princeton by Charles Willson Peale, 1780


[bookmark: _6gtjmi1dx10y]
[bookmark: _a87dj2d9znl7]OPTIONAL EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:
Have the class examine George Washington’s relationship with his brother. Do your students believe that Washington’s descriptions from 1754 and 1755 are accurate or exaggerated? What might his accounts reveal, if anything, about his relationship with his brother?
As a class, explore the many portraits painted of George Washington during the second half of his life. Ask students to examine three portraits, from different eras (i.e. the French and Indian War, the Revolution, the Presidency, post-Presidency, etc.). Instruct students to look closely at Washington’s clothing, the background, his stance, and other aspects of the portrait. What observations can they make about George Washington’s life based on these portraits? 
http://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/artwork/life-portraits-of-george-washington/ 
Ask students to research the Newburgh Conspiracy and its resolution. What can they infer about Washington’s leadership based on this event?
Guide students in an evaluation of the effectiveness of Washington’s Neutrality Proclamation over the course of US diplomatic history. When, why, and how did America’s policy of neutrality change?  
