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Treasury Department August 2d. 1794
Sir
In compliance with your requisition | have the honor to submit my Opinion as to the course which
it will be adviseable for the President to pursue in regard to the armed Opposition recently given
in the four Western Counties of Pennsylvania to the execution of the laws of the U. States laying

duties upon Spirits distilled within the United States and upon Stills.

The case upon which an Opinion is required is summarily as follows. The four most Western
Counties of Pennsylvania since the Commencement of those laws a period of more than three
Years, have been in steady and Violent Opposition to them. By formal public meetings of
influential individuals, whose resolutions and proceedings had for undisguised objects, to render
the laws odious, to discountenance a compliance with them, and to intimidate individuals from
accepting and executing Offices under them—~by a general Spirit of Opposition (thus fomented)
among the Inhabitants—by repeated instances of armed parties going in disguise to the houses of
the Officers of the Revenue and inflicting upon them personal violence and outrage—by general
combinations to forbear a compliance with the requisitions of the laws by examples of injury to
the Property and insult to the persons of individuals who have shewn by their conduct a
disposition to comply and by an almost universal noncompliance with the laws—their execution

within the Counties in question has been completely frustrated.

Various Alterations have been made in the laws by the Legislature to obviate as far as possible the

objections of the Inhabitants of those Counties.

The executive, on its part has been far from deficient in forbearance lenity or a Spirit of

Accomodation.

But neither the Legislative nor the Executive accomodations have had any effect in producing
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compliance with the laws.

The Opposition has continued and matured, till it has at length broke out in Acts which are

presumed to amount to Treason.

Armed Collections of men, with the avowed design of Opposing the execution of the laws, have
attacked the house of the Inspector of the Revenue, burnt and destroyed his Property and Shed the
blood of Persons engaged in its defence—have made Prisoner of the Marshall of the District and
did not release him till for the Safety of his life he stipulated to execute no more processes within
the disaffected counties—have compelled both him and the Inspector of the Revenue to fly the
Country by a circuitous route to avoid personal injury perhaps Assassination—have proposed the
Assembling of a Convention of delegates from these Counties and the Neighbouring ones of
Virginia probably with a view to systematise measures of more effectual Opposition—have

forcibly seized Opened & Spoliated a Mail of the United States.

What in this State of things is proper to be done?

The President has with the advice of the heads of the Departments and the Attorney General,
caused to be submitted all the evidence of the foregoing facts to the Consideration of an Associate
Judge under the Act intitled “An Act to provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the laws

of the Union Suppress Insurrection and repel Invasion.”

If the Judge shall pronounce that the case described in the second section of that Act exists—it
will follow that a competent force of Militia should be called forth and employed to suppress the
insurrection and support the Civil Authority in effectuating Obedience to the laws and the

punishment of Offenders.
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It appears to me that the very existence of Government demands this course and that a duty of the
highest nature urges the Chief Magistrate to pursue it. The Constitution and laws of the United

States, contemplate and provide for it.

What force of Militia shall be called out, and from What State or States?

The force ought if attainable to be an imposing one, such if practicable, as will deter from

opposition, save the effusion of the blood of Citizens and secure the object to be accomplished.

The quantum must of course be regulated by the resistance to be expected. Tis computed, that the
four opposing Counties contain upwards of sixteen thousand males of 16 years and more, that
of these about seven thousand may be expected to be armed. Tis possible that the union of the
nieghbouring Counties of Virginia may augment this force. Tis not impossible, that it may receive

an accession from some adjacent Counties of this state on this side of the Alleghany Mountain.

To be prepared for the worst, | am of opinion, that twelve thousand Militia ought to be ordered to
assemble; 9000 foot and 3000 horse. I should not propose so many horse, but for the probability,

that this description of Militia, will be more easily procured for the service.

From what State or States shall these come?

The Law contemplates that the Militia of a State, in which an insurrection happens, if willing &

sufficient shall first be employed, but gives power to employ the Milita of other States in the case

either of refusal or insufficiency.

The Governor of Pennsylvania in an Official conference this day, gave it explicitly as his opinion

to the President, that the Militia of Pennsylvania alone would be found incompetent to the
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suppression of the insurrection.

This Opinion of the Chief Magistrate of the State is presumed to be a sufficient foundation for

calling in, in the first instance, the aid of the Militia of the Neighbouring States.

I would submit then, that Pennsylvania be required to furnish 6000 men of whom 1000 to be
horse, New-Jersey 2000 of whom 800 to be horse, Maryland 2000 of whom 600 to be horse,
Virginia 2000, of whom 600 to be horse.

Or perhaps it may be as eligible to call upon each State for such a number of Troops, leaving to
itself the proportion of horse and foot according to convenience. The Militia called for to
rendezvous at Carlisle in Pensylvania & Cumberland Fort in Virginia on the 10th of September
next.

The law requires that previous to the using of force a Proclamation shall issue, commanding the
Insurgents to disperse and return peaceably to their respective abodes within a limited time.

This step must of course be taken.

The application of the force to be called out and other ulterior measures must depend on

circumstances as they shall arise.

With the most perfect respect | have the Honor to be  Sir Your Most Obedient Servant

Alexander Hamilton

The President of the United States
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Sir.

2 Philadelphia, 5™ August 1794
The important subject, which led to our conference on Saturday last, and the interesting
discussion that then took place, having since engaged my whole attention, | am prepared, in
compliance with your request, to state with candor the measures which, in my opinion, ought to
be pursued by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The circumstances of the case evidently
require a firm and energetic conduct on our part, as well as on the part of the General
Government; but as they do not preclude the exercise of a prudent and humane policy, | enjoy a
sincere gratification in recollecting the sentiment of regret, with which you contemplated the
possible necessity of an appeal to arms. For, | confess, that in manifesting a zealous disposition to
secure obedience to the constitutions and Laws of our Country, | too shall ever prefer the
instruments of conciliation to those of coercion; and never, but in the last resort, countenance a

dereliction of Judiciary authority, for the exertion of Military force.

Under the influence of this general sentiment, | shall proceed, Sir, to deliver my opinion relatively
to the recent Riots in the county of Allegheny; recapitulating, in the first place, the actual state of

the information which | have received.

It appears, then, that the Marshal of the District having, without molestation, served certain
process, that issued from a Federal Court, on various Citizens who reside in the county of Fayette,
thought it proper to prosecute a similar duty in the county of Allegheny, with the assistance, and
in the company of Genl Nevill, the Inspector of the Excise for the western District of
Pennsylvania: that while thus accompanied he suffered some insults, and encountered some
opposition: that considerable bodies of armed men having, at several times, demanded the
surrender of Genl Nevill’s commission and papers, attacked and, ultimately, destroyed his house:
that these Rioters (of whom a few were killed, and many wounded) having taken the Marshal and

others prisoners, released that officer, in consideration of a promise, that he would serve no more
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process on the western side of the Allegheney Mountain: that, under the apprehension of violence,
Genl Nevill, before his house was destroyed, applied to the Judges of Allegheney County for the
protection of his property, but the Judges on the 17th day of July, the day on which his house was
destroyed, declared that they could not, in the present circumstances, afford the protection that
was requested, though they offered to institute prosecutions against the Offenders; and that Genl
Nevill and the Marshal, menaced with further outrage by the Rioters, had been under the necessity
of withdrawing from the county. To this outline of the actual information respecting the riots, the
stoppage of the Mail may be added, as matter of aggravation; and the proposed Convention of the

inhabitants of the neighbouring Counties of Pennsylvania and Virginia, as matter of alarm.

Whatever construction may be given, on the part of the United States, to the facts that have been
recited, | cannot hesitate to declare on the part of Pennsylvania, that the incompetency of the
Judiciary Department of her Government, to vindicate the violated laws, has not at this period
been made sufficiently apparent; and that the Military power of the Government ought not to be
employed until its Judiciary authority, after a fair experiment, has proved incompetent to enforce
obedience, or to punish infractions of the law. The law having established a tribunal and
prescribed the mode for investigating every charge, has likewise attached to every offence its
proper punishment. If an opponent of the Excise-system refuses or omits to perform the duty
which that system prescribes to him, in common with his fellow Citizens, his refusal, or omission,
exposes him to the penalty of the law; but the payment of the penalty expiates the legal offence. If
a riot is committed in the course of a resistance to the execution of any law, the Rioters expose
themselves to prosecution and punishment, but the sufferance of their sentence extinguishes their
crime. In either instance, however, if the strength and audacity of a lawless combination shall
baffle and destroy the efforts of the Judiciary authority to recover a penalty, or to inflict a
punishment, that authority may Constitutionally claim the auxiliary intervention of a Military
power; but still the intervention cannot commence till the impotency of the Judicial authority has

been proved by experiment, nor continue a moment longer than the occasion for which it was
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expressly required. That the laws of the Union are the laws of the State, is a Constitutional

axiom that will never be controverted: that the authority of the State ought to be exerted in
maintaining the authority of the Union, is a patriotic position which | have uniformly inculcated:
but in executing the laws or maintaining the authority of the Union, the Government of
Pennsylvania can only employ the same means, by which the more peculiarly municipal laws and
authority of the State are executed and maintained. "Till the riot was committed, no offence had
occurred, which required the aid of the State Government: when it was committed, it became the
duty of the State Government to prosecute the offenders, as for a breach of the public peace and
the laws of the Commonwealth; and if the measures shall be precisely what would have been
pursued, had the riot been unconnected with the system of Federal policy, all, | presume, will be
done, which good faith and justice can require. Had the riot been unconnected with the system of
Federal policy, the vindication of our laws would be left to the ordinary course of justice; and,
only in the last resort, at the requisition, and as an auxiliary, of the Civil authority, would the

Military force of the State be called forth.

Experience furnishes the strongest inducements to my mind, for persevering in this lenient course.
Riots have heretofore been committed in opposition to the laws of Pennsylvania, but the rioters
have invariably been punished by our Courts of Justice. In opposition to the laws of the United
States, in opposition to the very laws now opposed, and in the very counties supposed to be
combined in the present opposition, riots have, likewise, formerly occurred; but in every instance,
supported by legal proof, the offenders have been indicted, convicted, and punished, before the
tribunals of the State. This result does not announce a defect of jurisdiction—a want of Judicial
power, or disposition, to punish infractions of the law; a necessity for an appeal from the political,

to the physical strength of the Nation.

But another principle of policy deserves some consideration. In a free country it must be

expedient to convince the Citizens of the necessity, that shall, at any time, induce the Government
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to employ the coercive authority with which it is invested. To convince them that it is necessary
to call forth the Military power, for the purpose of executing the laws, it must be shewn, that the
Judicial power has, in vain, attempted to punish those who violate them: and, therefore, thinking,
as | do, that the incompetency of the Judicial power of Pennsylvania has not yet been sufficiently
ascertained | remarked, in the course of our late conference, that | did not think it would be an
easy task to embody the Militia, on the present occasion. The Citizens of Pennsylvania (however
a part of them may, for a while, be deluded) are the friends of law and order: but when the
inhabitants of one district shall be required to take arms against the inhabitants of another, their
general character does not authorise me to promise a passive obedience to the mandates of
Government. | believe, that as freemen they would enquire into the cause and nature of the
service proposed to them; and, | believe, that their alacrity in performing, as well as in accepting

it, would essentially depend on their opinion of its justice and necessity.

Upon great political emergencies, the effect of every measure should be deliberately weighed. If it
shall be doubted, whether saying that the Judiciary power is yet untried, is enough to deter us
from the immediate use of Military force, an anticipation of the probable consequences of that
awful appeal, will enable us, perhaps, satisfactorily to remove or overlook the doubt. Will not the
resort to force enflame and cement the existing opposition? Will it not associate, in a common
resistance, those who have hitherto peaceably, as well as those who have riotously, expressed
their abhorrence of the Excise? Will it not collect and combine every latent principle of
discontent, arising from the supposed oppressive operations of the Federal Judiciary, the
obstruction of the Western navigation, and a variety of other local sources? May not the
magnitude of the opposition, on the part of the ill-disposed, or the dissatisfaction at a premature
resort to arms, on the part of the well-disposed, Citizens of this State, eventually involve the
necessity of employing the Militia of other States? And the accumulation of discontent, which the
jealously engendered by that movement may produce, who can calculate, or who will be able to

avert? Nor, in this view of the subject, ought we to omit paying some regard to the ground for
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suspecting, that the British Government has already, insidiously and unjustly, attempted to seduce
the Citizens on our Western frontier from their duty;6 and, we know, that in a moment of
desperation, or disgust, men may be led to accept that as an assylum, which, under different

impressions, they would shun as a snare.

It will not, I am persuaded, Sir, be presumed, from the expression of these sentiments, that | am
insensible to the indignation, which the late outrages ought to excite in the mind of a Magistrate,
entrusted with the execution of the laws. My object, at present, is to demonstrate, that on the
principles of policy, as well as of law, it would be improper in me to employ the military power of
the state, while its Judiciary authority is competent to punish the Offenders. But should the
Judiciary authority prove insufficient, be assured of the most vigorous co-operation of the whole
force which the Constitution and Laws of the State entrust to me, for the purpose of compelling a
due obedience to the Government; and, in that unfortunate event, convinced that every other
expedient has been resorted to in vain, the public opinion will sanctify our measures, and every

honest Citizen will willingly lend his aid to strengthen and promote them.

The steps which under my instructions were taken, as soon as the intelligence respecting the riots
was received, will clearly, indeed, manifest the sense that | entertain upon the subject. To every
Judge, Justice, Sheriff, Brigade Inspector, in short to every public officer residing in the Western
counties, a letter was addressed expressing my indignation and regret, and requiring an exertion
of their influence and authority to suppress the tumults and punish the offenders. The Attorney
General of the State was, likewise, desired to investigate the circumstances of the riot, to ascertain
the names of the rioters, and to institute the regular process of the law, for bringing the leaders to
justice. In addition to these preliminary measures, | propose issuing a Proclamation, in order to
declare (as far as | can declare them) the sentiments of the Government; to announce a
determination to prosecute and punish the offenders; and to exhort the Citizens at large to pursue

a peaceable and patriotic conduct: | propose engaging three respectable Citizens to act as
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Commissioners for addressing those who have embarked in the present combination, upon the
lawless nature, and ruinous tendency of their proceedings; for inculcating the necessity of an
immediate return to the duty which they owe their Country; and for promising (as far as the State
is concerned) a forgiveness of their past transgressions, upon receiving a satisfactory assurance,
that, in future, they will submit to the laws: and | propose, if all these expedients should be
abortive, to convene the Legislature, that the ultimate means of subduing the spirit of insurrection,

and of restoring tranquility and order, may be prescribed by their wisdom and authority.

You will perceive, Sir, that throughout my observations, I have cautiously avoided any reference
to the nature of the evidence, from which the facts that relate to the riots are collected, or to the
conduct which the Government of the United States may pursue on this important occasion. |
have hitherto, indeed, only spoken as the Executive Magistrate of Pennsylvania, charged with a
general superintendance and care that the laws of the Commonwealth be faithfully executed,
leaving it as | ought implicitly to your judgment, to chuse on such evidence as you approve, the
measures for discharging the analagous trust which is confided to you in relation to the laws of
the Union. But before | conclude, it is proper under the impression of my Federal obligations, to
add a full and unequivocal assurance, that whatever requisition you may make, whatever duty you
may impose, in pursuance of your Constitutional and legal powers, will on my part be promptly
undertaken, and faithfully discharged. I have the honor to be, With perfect respect, Sir, Your
Excellency’s Most Obedt Hble Servt

147 Tho. Mifflin
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moré than fuflicient 10 proyide for.it,
That no olher inlerferente or eompss
titign ef difcal arrangements, by inter.
nal taxcs has yet taken place, notwith.,
flanding’ the bnexpeled @xtent of,tha
Ttidian War, and the plan for equipp-
ft the Algerines, fuffi,
cienily d tes, that the aflamp.
tion of the flate debiy along, created
thas faterferepce and. cempetinen which:
the fecretary pretended 1t was calculated,
10 pievent. L 3
That all the, public creditors having
bhe: fume fntereft, might unite a JSupport
of the ﬁ_/ul,arzangmmg: of the govern-

inga fleet again
o

decegfed.  The Vendue ro hegin at 10 o'
tlock.  The jerma will he made known
and q&isx@:n:csiven at kis lare dwellicg
in Cazlifle by,
JOHN 'CREIGH .
WILLIAM ALEXANDFR
Carlifte x2th Avguf 1794,
Thofe Indebred to the Efate are rev
quafied once more,to moke immediate .
payment to the admisifirators; , 26 any
who bave demsds to fend ther in vnt’
%x\lhey ‘may adjutted,

two of the
Admit,

ment, 13 reafon offesedd by the
fecretary.  {athe 8th feflion of the
firlt asticle of the federal conflitution,
Congrels is empowered to pay the debts
of the United States. In the 31 feQion
of the gth article, it is, declared, fhat
nothing in this Conflitution fhall be fo
confliued as o prejudice any claims “of
the Unled' States, or of any.pariscular
Sate,  In the Gthaarjicle; it is declared,

that nll‘n’::ls conlratled or

P with .which thele powers are
defined.

The conflitution of the United States
is a trancfer of enumerated powers, fpes
cialin their natuse, and expresfly‘defi-
ned. lfiuuhc;, or other powers, or
means of attraéting influence are necefls
avy, there is a mode preferibed in the
conflitution for cbtaining them ; but if
the people think it fmproper, or dan-
gerous to enlarge the transter of power,
and refufe to grant it, it ednnot be alle-
med but by a criminal ufurpation.

+ In gid of the affumption (he fecretary
forther fuggefts, that the meafure.was
neceffary 1n ordsr to procure equal juf-
tice 1o every defeription ot credivons,
and alleges, that ke flare creditors
would be.in; a. woglg:fitdation than the
creditors of the nnion® I'shiwer, the
flates are nor equially happ¥ in their
conflitutions, or’criminal codes, &e. ;
Jdhall Congrels ther¢fore interfere, and
revife the flate conflitutions, 21d re.
form their panal laws'? This will ot
be pretended.  Yet the Fedaral confti.
tnon’ vefls Congrefs with no more
powerin: the one cafe, than in theg-
ther. The fecretary fays that the ob;
je@ts for which they both'were contra@l.
cd'were in the main the fama. 1fthis
circumflance conveyed authority 1o in._
terfere, why were,not he principles of
liquidation "equalized. Is {ome, flates
nointerelt was_allowed on the flas
debts, undl from four’ to feven years
afier it was‘contrafled, In this cafe,
aniinterel eqlizl vo one foprth of the
principal on an average was loft 1o in.
dividoals, . .

In feveral flates the citizens were o-
bliged to find receuits to the army at
their own eapence; and were pot reim-
burfed 3 in oders, both thel# accounts,
were liquidated, "If thsn the principle
of putung” the creditors on 2n equal
tnoting, 15 to gavern the payment,
the principles of liguidation fhould alfo

entered into befors tke didoptisn of this

. .
«

have been cqual, “The Caongrefs how.

. —

der oblig to dost; and had a right
to biing the evidences of their being
difcharged torward in their account
with the Unuted States, in the fame,
manner a3 the ether requifitions and
ftaie debs, \

But even if the atrears ‘of inlereflt
had not beehr thu provided for, the fes,
cretary's reafouing in favour, of funding
them 18 not found. Jtjs 2n eflablifhs
ed principle, that in {imes of great na=
tional calamity interef} ceafes. Upoy
this principle fome of the flates rofufed
to provide tor feveral years intereil of,
the flatc debts; and Congrefs sefufed 10
accept of the interelt in payment for
land. Upon the fame ptinciple we
Juflify our couris for relufing jotereit
onthe Britifk debtsduring the war, The
navional e3lamities did not end with thd,
war, the wallss and defolations were to
be repaired, and the rational gavern-
ment raviled.

1do not defign thefe obletvations ta
‘prove, the arrears.of intereft oughs td

ave been rejefled ; but avgui'ng? from
the greater to the lefs, they go to prove
thatintereft fhould net have,been paid®
qupon interefl, It isin nocafe recover.
“able in law, even on a contrabl, ford
it is void, Lwas %t that rime much
converfant ‘with public creditors of eve-
R defenption, and never hesrd any of
them exprely cither a demand, or an,
expeffation of it. Thay would have
been content, to have reccived their
iaterell. ing diftant infalmems; of 5d
‘weflern lands, ..
Thurby, funding the indents we are
bound l?;b:ﬂuw‘ 599,000 dollazs annu.,
ally, rchiefly. to he tpechla‘ors, of 10
the, Bates. who bad redeemed et
Astheindents were not enuiled 10 fn.
terell, tholt of thew thaviiwére not fey
dezmed by. the flates, wentimord gensse
rally inta fpeculaion fay; 45} othed
defcription of papers Eyen iHe Hols
landers wha purchafed inledts, direfs
«d them to be fold, becaule ticy wrodtd
draw no intereft, cat

The afumption of the ‘fate de%ltl
however was a mufchief of fill greater

‘nitud. ‘han fund, 5 BIrre.

as imuch-ay in the ong cafe V(zf@hei.:

in

P



ed 2" Prigcipal debt that mufl be redeem.
«), and the anousl intereft ol which
will commencein a few years, upon the
edcferred part of it: In the other, the
Prineipa}l was due, and mufl bave been

id,

The'only advantage the [peenlating
orded has & 'urge in fafour of the to.
tal difregard of the wiginal &,

quip campletely the ahove quota, eitlity
with the pablic arms and’ epuipments
in your cuftedy, or with Al'uch.n 'bg-,

it

fubmiflion tothe laws, In tlat uabap.
Py cvent, the iffue muft ke, whether,
upon the pure’ principles of a republi.
san ¢ , the minority fhall be

lozng to the individuals who p
you will plealc to take the carlielt op-
portnity of litting me_know y&a? fi-
tystien in that refpet, in order thata
proper afplic_ation may be made to fdp=;
ply the defici

giving an anifcial form g0 she public
debt,"and the increafe,of it, is that by
giviog it an irredeemable quality, is de-
feired the payment of the interelt on
ous third ot ‘the principal ot the debt,
for ten years, The fecratary fuppoled,
that the debi being irredeemabls, would
induce forcigners to fpeculate largely
inour funds, and give as high a prics
for four per cants, irredcemable, or
hearlyfo, as for fix per cents, redeemn.
able at the pleafurcof government.

An appearance of this being realized,
prcvailcdpﬁir 2 fhert perigd, butit loon
became evident, that this appearance a.
10f¢"from another caule. To reduce it
to ‘praftile, great exériions indeed were,
made. Mr. Duer being no longer
neceflary in the treafury’ department as
a projeétor, left it, and put himfell at
thehead of the fpeculating order, and
being aggrandifed with tie title of go-
vegnor, and intfulted with the funds of
the New. Jerley masufefluring compa-
ny, and furnithed with large advances
ot money by the freretary ot the Trea-
fary, on'account of the-contraft for the
army, to whichi he was preferred, and
the whole order bsing hbzrally affiftéd
with difeounts from the bank of the U-
nited States, and the bank moft proba-
bly being enabled to enlarge itz dif«
counts by thé'aid of loans ‘made in. Xu-
rope, which ought to have been early
applied’td the finking fund. Whaen all

thefe anifitial auxilisries were put 'in 0.
peration, and Mr, Duer was profeeuta
ing his projeét of purchafing up all the
fix per cent, ftock, in fucha way as to
have it payable and deliverable ata dif=
tant day, and by means of that cigcum-
Ragce to have a number of ﬂ;c Ipecula.
tors themfelves prevented from making

*good their fales ; I fay, while (pecula.
tion wat in this drofieizl train, their ro.
déemable quality appeared o have the
defired effed, i raifing the price of the

. public debt.

it
But when thele aids failed, the de. '

Jufion vamfhad, and the golden dreams
of wealth and grandeur leht nothing be-
hind them bue regret and thame. The
goveror himlell was obliged to take~
refuge'in goal for the fecurity of his
perfon, and even there to be protefted
by aguard, The poblic debt then came
to ita level, and by the price jt has fince
born,"it’s evident, that the trredeemi-
ble quality has not ftamped the value
onis that the fecretary propofed. Ten
ycan‘in(ucﬂ' ot the deferred debtis no
competent equivalent for paying inter.
eft on thirteen millions of interell made
jrredeemable, even if it had been necef~
{Lary to revive this interefl that had been
already provided for according 10 the
~<optederation,

1Iam &e.
et WIS £ W e
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GENERAL ORDERS.

Iﬁ’hilad:lp'hiu, Avgult 8. 1794
SiR,
The Governor having iflued orders
for callinginigaflual fervice, and hold-
ing in seadipefs to 'march ata moments
warning & body of 5,200 militia (in
purfuance of a requifition of the Prefi-
dent ot the United States, contained in
# tetfer from the Secretary at War dated
the 7th infl.) I have fubjoined a cop&
of thete orders 10 guide your condul
in&grganizing the quota sonfifting of
59, officers and privates included, 1o
be drafted from your brigede; and-X
entreat, in fhe moft earneft manner,
that you will withall poffible difpatch,
the bulinefs itted to you
upon this_importapt oceafion. If it
fhould be impraéliceble ta arm and c.

»

‘
i

It is unng'ceﬂ.(lrv Iam perfuaded to
add to the inflinétions of the governar,
cither to expliin the nature of the far-
vice, or the nocellity of exercifing all
your diligenee to *promote it’s It ‘nay
be proper to raqueft, however, that you
will be pleafed to employ” the moft ex-
paditious conveyance, to repost when
your quota Thall be in rcadinefs to

wmarch.
.

.
Tam Sir,
, Your meft ebedient fervant,
(Signed)  Josian Harmesr.
Adjutant-General,
To

Lawis Nicuoras, Efg
Biigade Infpefior of the Philadelphi.
a City Brigade ot the Militia of
Pennfylvania.
Copy of the orders from the ygovernor
reierred to in the preceding leter,

S1%,

The Prefident of the United States
having deemed it incumbent upan m,
afierthe moft, folemn dehberation, to
iffue Yjis proclamation, dited the fe-,
venth inflant, and to take other fegal
mealures for caufing the laws of the U
nited States to be duly obferved in the
Weflern parts of the State of Peanfyl.
vania, according to the purport ot the
fzid proslamation, has iffued his requi. «
fition, for forthwith organizing and
bolding in readinefs to march ata mo- -
ments warning; a corps of the militia
of Panilylvaria, amounting to 5,300
con.commiffioned officers and privates,
with a due proporiion of cemmiffioned
officers, according to tle leuer of the
Sesretary at war, dated tha 19th of May
laft and communicated to you in my
Jetter of the' 218t of the fame wonth ;
the corps to be prmed and equipped an

allowed b); violence to lupercede the
wil of the majogny: 1o fubilitute the
Jaw of arms torthe law of fc.zfonl and

fatally to convert the paace, happinefs, .

and order, which we now enjoy, intoa
feene of was, wretchednefs and anarchy.
1f I am at all acquainted with the gen-
eral “charafler and feelings of my
fellow citizens, they will not belate’
1o decide this great & interefling quelti-
on_upon the piinciples of patriotifm,
which in ihis cale or likewife the penu.
ineprinciples of felk-love: & Thould the
awelul neceflity of an appeal to arms be

matured, beyond the power ot amicable » Franklin,

accommodation, l'cxpe& from ecvee
1y good einzen that firm and alive fup-

. port, by which the Ireedom & indepen-

dente of Jour’ country were acquired &
by which "they muf} ever be preferved.
Still, however, I indulge an anxiens
hape, that, the \liberal forbearance of
goveroment, and the virtuous reflexi-
ons of thole, who at prefent, oppole its
legitimate wmeafurcs, will averi the
florm that threstens, and enable us to
embrace as brethren, thole, whom we_
muft orherwife, for the fake of every fo-
cial bleffing, but with grief and com-
1, Py "l as H

You will be pleafed, Sir, to omit'no
proper flep for placing the corps ina
flate of readinefs to march ¢ and as foon
as itis fo, you will communicats the
fame 10 me,

X anm Sir,
Your,moft obedient fervant, +

: (Signed) S
i THOMAS MIFFLIN.
Philadetphis, ’
8ib Aup. 1794. . .

To JOSIAH HARMER, Efq.

, Adjutant General of the Mi-
litia gt Pennfylvana,

%

Royr. defignating'the quota of the fa.
veral biigsdes towards forming w de-
tachment of sgoo Mlitia, Officers

gompletely m poflible with the articles
in pofleffion of'the State ol Pennlylva.:
nis, or of the individuals whe%ompofe

. a
You will, therefore, Sir, lorshwiths
iffue general orders for calling into aéke
usl fervice, and to be held in” readinels”
to marchat.a moments warning, the
part of the militia fpecified inshe en.
clofed roll, by the cleffes moft conveni-
cat to the citizens, ~and befl adapted 10
a prompt with the Prefid
requifition ; the pant fo called not ex.
coeding four claffes of the militia of the
refpedlive brigades.

Shoufd iz be impradlicable to arm
and equip,completely the laid corps,
you wiil give me the. tatliclt poffible
nolice thereof, that I may inform the
Prefident, who will dire&'the deficien. .
¢y to be furnifhed by the department of
war, dswell as ients, camp kettles, and”
other auicles of camp equipage, and
wmufket catridges}artillery and the ap-
paraws therfunto belonging.
The timeand place ot 3

1,

greesbly to the requifiti-

on of the Prefident ot the United
States, contained 1n a letier from the
Secretary of War, dated the 7th day
of Augull 1794,

Majox-GENERAL: 1 ¢
WiLiiaM IRVINE 6th Divifion.

Bric. GENgrALS - ¢ ,
TuoMmas Procrar, -1t Divifion,
Francis Murray,’ 2d Divifion,
Jauzs Cuamzzss, 6t D
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DIVISIONS.
Firft Divifion
. Brigade~-City of Phila, 60 83 559

will be hereafter defignated ; and the
arrangeiments for turnithing rations,
and other neceflary fupplics, willbe fea-
fonably notified,

On'this occafion fir, I mufl entreat
the pointed attention, as well on our
patt, as on the part of the corps that i
to be drafted, for the purpofe of ‘mani-,
feflipg a jult fenfe of the obeditnce
which is due to the Jaws of our country,
and the patsiotic zeal with which the
freemen of Pennlylvania will on every

1
4

1d, Brigade—co. Philz. 50
Seind Divifion s
1ft. Brigade——co. Bucks 30 46 304
ad. Brigad: Montgo. 4% 332
Third Divifion
'sft. Brigade—co. Chefter 58 . 370
ad, Brigade—do. Delaware 20 16 36
Fourth Diviffon “
1ft Brigade—-¢o Lancalftsr 60 30 568
2d Brigade-—do York| @250 §50
Fifth Divifion
1k Brigades—co Berks 26 434
23 Brigada—do Dauphin 38 25 273

Sizth Divifion
"B Brigade—co Cumbetland go
2d Brigade—do Framklin ,

Seventls Divifion

> 6~
863
281

" tha govi

that théy have eftablithed. It is to be
ferioufly lamented, that an occafion
fhould ever arife for arming one part
of the community againRl another ; but
ifevcry conciliatory mealure that can
be devifed to refcue the inhabitants of
the weflern counties from their delufia
on, thould be abortive, the officers of
government might well be charged with
an akandonment of their tnift, if the

omitted 10 employ any other legiti.
mate means for enlorcing obedience and

¥

1t Brigad 2 374,

500 200 5196

‘Major General N
Brig. Generals 3
B [
« 5200

"The foregoing dstachment to conftitute
one divifioa, 10 be formed into the
three following Brigades, and to be
inreadinels 10 march at a2 moments
warning : -

Major Gen, WiLLIAM JRVINE.

o,

e, w

-

14 Bugade s 9
Brig, Gen. TaoMAs Proerang

Philadelphia City, 3
Pﬂihiclghia county ﬁ?i
Montgomery, ' ., 332 '
Chelter, e ,)378
Delaware, o ol a6

. Brigzdes PRERet
Brig. Gen, Francis, Muknrax
Bucks 504
Berks s e 4a4
Northampton 374
Dauphin 273

3. Brigade: ——1585

Brig. Gen. JaMEs’ CHAMBERS ~

Lancafter, S 568
Yok, 40 " 550
Cumberland, © 0 36y
,’f’,‘;ﬁé’ﬁ Aot 281
g —1762.
¢ ¢ . " ——
. ot “5196
Major Gegeral,.; 15 s
Brig. Generals, 3" ‘

o‘u—._.-"

. « - 5200
N. B. In the prefent flate of mﬁ Ine
dian war, it hasbeen thought advifea.
bletd#Foid taking any part of the above
corps frgm the brigades of thofe coun. |
ties, which are expoled 10 the heftility |
and depredations of the favages. o

RPN -GS
‘Forcign Intelligence,
LONDON

Adnirality-Qffice, June 1 0~1794s,

SIR ROGER CURTIS, firlt ‘capd,
. tain to the Admiral Earl;Hdwe,
arrived thiscvening with a difpatch from -

-

. his lord(hip to Mr. Stephens; of which

the following is a copy.
Quecxn Charlotte, at
R V7 T .

Uthant, E. balf N. 140 lcagun.

Thinking shat it may not be necaffas
1y to make a more particalar sepors of
my proceedings with the, fleet, for the
prefsnt information of the Lords of the
admirality, I confine my communicze.
tions chisfly, in ‘this dilpatch, to the
occusrences when in the prefence of the
enemy, yellerday, . -

Finding; on my return off Bre® on
the 19th pafl, that the French fleet bad,
afew days before put 1o fea; and ree
c;iving. on the fame evening, advices
from rear admirsl Montagu, I deemed
it requifite to !n‘aezvaur‘ to form a junce
tion with the rear admiral as foon as,
poffible, and procesded immediately 10

fea, Juze 2,

“the flation en which he meant'to wait

for the returnof the Venus,

But having ghined very ercdible in-
telligence, on the 21ft of the fume
month, whereby I had realon to, fup-
pole thatthe French fleet wad, than bue
a fow leagues farther to weltward, (hew.
courfe before” fleered was altered “ace
sordingly. Iad

On the morning of the 28k, *the, e.
nemy werc difcoverad far 1o windwadrd,
and partial a@liocns engaged with them
that gvening and the pext day: :

The weather gage having been ob.:
tained in the progrefs of the laft menti-'
oned day, and the fleet being ina fitu. -
ation for bringing the enemy to zlofe
atien the 1ft inft. the thips bore ip to.
gether for ihat purpofe, between! feyen
and cight o’clogk in the morning,

The French force confifted of 26
fhips of the line, oppafed to his maje-,
fiy's fleet of 25 (the Andacions having
parted company with the flernmolk thip
of the encmy’s ling, captared in the
night of the 28th) waited for the a&tion,
and fuflained theattack,with their cultos,
mary relolution, »

In lels than an hour afier (he clof
aftion commenced in the centra, the
French Admiral, engaged by the Queen
Charlotie, crowded off, and was fol
lowed by moft of the thips ot his van
in condition to carry fail after him, leav."
ing with us about 10 or 12 of his crip,
pled or totally dilmafled fhips, exclu-
five of one funk in the engagemcar,
The Queen Charlotte had then loft her
I pmal, and the maintopmaft fel}

ever the fids very foon after, .




)

L] v N
_ The greater number of the oiher
fhips of the Buitith fleet .were at this
time, fo much dilabled or widely fepa.
rated, and under fuch citcumilances
with 1efpeét ta thofe fhips of the ene-
my, in a Rate of aflian, andwith which
the ficing was {lill continued{ that two*

or three, evenot their difmantled thips, -arrived fafe at

attempting to gat away ugder a fprittail
r-i[:dpnn}’ihcgﬁump of the foremaft,
covild not be detained, ¢ < °

Seyen remained in our polleffion,
oue of which however fuuk, before the
“adequate affilence ceuld be given o
her crew 3 but many were faved.

Tho Brunfwick, having lof her mi.
sen.malt in the aftion, and drifted 10
Jeeward of the French retreating fhips,
was obliged to put awn{qhxge w the
notthward trom them. Nat fesing her
chafed by the enemy, in predicament,
1 flatter my felt the may arnve in_ fafery
at Plymouth. Al the other g4 {hips of
his majefty’s fleet re-aflembled Jaer in
the day : and,] am preparing to 1eturn
with them, as foon as the cepuired
fhips of the enemy are fecured for. Spit.
Read.

" The waterial injury to his majelly’s
fleet, T underfiand, is confinad princi-
pally 10 thgtr*maﬂs and yaxds,'wmch I
conclude will be [pecdily replaced.,,

L have.not been yel_ablc ‘1o colle&
vegular accounts of the Killed* and 1he
wounded i the different thips. ~ Capt,
Montzgn is thé only officer of his sank
who tell in the aflion,. The number
of both deferiptions I hope will prove
fmal], the nature of the fecvice confide.
red ; but | havedhe coneern of s being
to add onthe fame fubjeét, that 2dmiral
Graves has received a wound in the
s, and that vear admirals Bodyer

and Pufléy, 'and  Capt. Hutl, of the -
Queen, have each had aleg taken off 3
they are, hawever, Iibave the faristac-
tion tohear, in a favnu:aj:le ftate,under
, thole misf In the captured
fhips the nuimbers of killed and wound.
ed appeartobe veryconfiderable,
Though 1 (hall have, on the fubjet
of thefe different 28lions ot the enemy,
diftinguifhed examples herealter to re-
port, 1 prefume the determined brave.
xy ot the feveral ra’nks of officers and
the Thips companies employed snder
my authdrity, will have been already
fofficienty ‘denated by the cffeify of
thair fevéral exertions; and; 1 wufl, 1
fhall’ b€ exculed for pofiponing the
more detailed nanative of uther tranf«
aftions of the fleer thercon, for being

The Brunfwick aprived at Portle  "Wehave thepleafure te Inform onr reas wated from thie P“i"" the remedies

mouth the tath of June, difmafled.

une 14a
Lift night a Raval éﬂiger arrived at -
the Admiralty Office 'with the agreeable ¢

intelligenee thal

‘yefterday  morning
Ear) Howe,

th his fleet and prizes,

vguufmomh—-'rhe gallant

Admiral ic cxpefled in town this day,
¢ June 16. .

- By Admiral Mnntqg,u,|gov=mm:nt

has 1

ceraim that

the French American fleet, amounting  vnderftanding that has taken place between |

to 160 fail, arcarrivad at Port i’Orient,
and therafore the great objeél fur which
they. hazarded the aflion of the firft of

ders, thyt ajl differences betwaen this coun-
try and America arg now ina fair way of
being amicably adiufted. s

An official letter was yellorday fentto
Gentleman in the City, beJongingto the
committes of American Merchantsy ftating
that all communisatien with America, both
of a private and cemniercial nature, might
he again renswed—without the leaft re~
ftraint—** matters being fo far fettled with
MrvJay, astoinfure a final, andlt is hop=
¢d, a pernanent adjuflment of every mifs

the two Countries.”
"Thisinformation bas afforded no incen=
fiderable ploafure to the commercial worldz
ut icularly to thofe Gentlemen who

Juve, s pletely plifhed
OF this rich canvoy, the intinfic value
of which isabove five, millions flerling
but 4o, vellels are iedded with couon
sand fugar, the produce of their Iflands,
the reft are loaded with provifions'and
naval llores ot all kinds, L

The sonvoy had four fhips of war,
& they were joined on the gd inflang
by twelve more fhips, fo that admiral
Montagn was unable to touch them;
and there is reafon to fear that thele
{hips baving effeéted their firfl great ob.
jeEbof I'eein? their trade late ‘ipto port,
are now at fea cruizing againft the trade
of England. -

June 18,

ON Monday night at a late hour,
M. Bafilico, and Mr. Mafont arrived
with dilpatehes from the Duke of York,
thele meflengers were fent offar differ-
ent times, but they both came over in
the fame packet, The intelligence
brought by thefe meffengers is exireme-
Iy alarming. The accounts of the ine
effeftual attempts made by the Duke of

York and General Clyictait to relieva’

Ypres are confirmed ta the full extent ;
the French have brought 400,000 1
bear upon the Flanders tronier z2nd no
power which they have 10 oppofeis e
qual ta the conflift, '

The (hort letter publifhed in the Ga-
zette of Jall night is all that government
have commumcatéd on the fubje ; but
it was generally behieved yeflerday that
they had certain, though not official,
jaccounts of the fall of Ypres, oratleaft
that 1s lall was unavoidable. General
Claifait fought with his ufual bravery
azd his ufudl misfoitone, A vall num-

ber of men have fallen, and the whole~

army under his command have bech
haraffed and exbaufled. The fall of

, Ypres neceffarily expofes Brifjes and

Oflend, "Thuy inftead of an offenfive

d at a future,opportunity 3
more efpecially as my aft captain, fir
Roger Curtis, who ischarged with this
difpatch willbe able 10 give the fariher
intormation the lords commiilioners of
« the Admitalty may at this time require.

It is incumbent on me, nevevthelefs,
now toadd, that1am greatly indebted
to him for his councils as wéll as con-
duét in every branch of official duties :
and I have fimilar affillance, in the late
oecusredce, 10 atknowledge of my fe-
cond czplgin fic Andrew Douglas.

Lam with the greatell confi-
deration, Sir, Your moft 0.
bedient humble fervant.
' HOWE.

« P S, The names and torec¥ot ihe
captuied French fhps with the flext e
tranfentted  herewnb., Lift of the
French fhips captured the 1ft day of

S O M

June. .
Lajofle - .- 8o gumy
‘?ax Pareille” - 8on

S Amerighe - - g3 Y0 .
Taddle .. ;2 a
Nocthumberland = 74 - .
Llmperieux -, - B
Vengeur «re funk al.

wolt immediately upon ‘being taken
pofleflion of, v o (E

N. B. The fhip flated 10 have beer
tapmred on the evening of the a8th of
lat month, js faid by thes priloners to
be the Revolusionarie, of 120 guns.

une 13,

Mf  Jay, the Miniﬂ:ar Extraordina.
7y fram the United States, has arrived
10 demand fatisfaRion for the Ameri-
% veffels taken, and there is no doubt
'u‘ﬁte dlhc bufinsls will be ‘amicably ad.

§ e

paign in the fields of France, the
alfies are redused (o the fad and unpro.
finable tafk of defending Flanders,
and it is even now adoubiial point whe-
ther they will be able 10 keep. their
ground in that country,

June go.

The Commiuee of American Mer-
chants had an interview with Mr. Piwt
on Ssturday laft, 1o know .whether
they might with confidence prepare
iheir goods forthe American markets,
asufual, or whether, under the eailt.
ing circumflances, the alarm of a 1o
ture was {ufficiently grounded to make
them hefitate in executing the orders
they kad received.—Mr, Pity declined
giving them any advice a3 to excoming
their osders o' he faid he was h"'nppv in
being able to affure’tkem, that the Go-
versments of the two countries were
difpofed 10 preferve a good underftand«
ing; but it could not be concealed, that
Jacobine dofirines had made their way
mio Amerita to fuch anintent 2 to makn
it doubtful what would be thesiffus of
the difzrences now to be feuled.—¥e
trufled hosever, that they would be
ghided by moderation and wildom in
the propofitions the had to make 10 this
Country, and the gentleman whom they
bad- deputed, on the occafion, would
find bis Majefly’s miniRers earneftly
dilpoled to preferve the peace which o
happily fublilted between the two Coun.
ujes,

June 26.

‘We {topt the Prefs to {ay, that 2 Gentles
man ir town has received aletfer from the
Commander of Oftend, dated Monday lat,
Rating, that atthat time the Frensh were
within feven miles of that place,

com;ofa the Commiftca of Mershantss

St. Jouw,s (Antigua) July 21, 1794

{vcﬂ'el ax'{x:lv:dgat G{ada!wupe )?ef.
terday, and brings the glorions account
of the French fleet having been defeared
by LordHowe—T[even fail of their line
‘of battle fhips kad arrived at Spithead,
and more were momently expeéted—

poinid out by it agalnfl upjull and op~
preflive lawg and ﬁud mcalut:;. ought
J10 be reforted e and that every other
appeal but to the conditution nfelf, exs
cept in cales of extremity, is smproper
and dangerous, e

* Refoived, asthe opiaion of this focia
ety, that ulthough we cenceive exciles
fyftems 1o be oppreflive, hefbile to the
libesties of this country, and a nurlery
ol vice and fycophanty, we, ncowithe
flanding, highly difapprovs of every !
oppofinon to them, not warranied by
that frame of government, which has
recgived the fan&lion of the people of
the United States,

Refolved, that we will yle our ut.
moft efforts to ¢flefta repeal of the ex.
cife laws by conllitutional means ; that
we, will at all times make legal oppofitie
on to every mealures, whicn fhall en-
danger the freedom of our conntry; buc
that we will bear teftimony againll every

“unconflitutional anempt to_prevent the
exccution of any law lan€licned by the

Admiral Montague’s fleet had 1ken «majority of the people.

One Hundred and Eleven fil of the
Frencn flect of Merchantmen from A-
merica ; this intelligence may be de-
pendedon, as'the London Gaxette |Ex.

b4 i g the p 3
was feen and read by an officer of the
g5t regiment.

Allhn m?jcﬁyfl fhips at Guadaloupe
fired royal falutes yeiterday upon the
oecafion, and the troops there fireda
Feu de Joie,

The harbour of Breft is blocked up
by Loid Howe’s fleet, N

Since writing the cbave we have
been favoured withthe following extrat
ol a letter,

, Martinique, Jaly 17, 1704,

A vellel aniv:qd here yclerdnyglfom
London, whichleft it the 11th of June
and brings accounts of the engagement
between Lord Howe ard the French
ficet, which begen the sgih *of May,
and lafled to he gufi.

On the laft day he took feven, fail of
the.dine; vix. onethree dscker, 1 84.
and five 74"s—His flcet was very much
damaged, vut thathe had left 2 firong
force before Brefl, to intercept the re-
mainder of the convroy from Americz,

~-8ix fail of the iine and feveral frigates

had taken one hundred and eleven fil
of French merchanimen from America
bound to Frence.
e S it
PHILADELPHIA, dugufo! .
Exiralt ot a leuter, from Pownt Petre,

Guadalaupe, dated the 2d of July

raceived at Wilmingion. .

* The Biitilh army, commanded by
general Synes, made an attack on the
French; (he Bruith force was great,
having volupteers trom all the Britith
lands, with goo me®: from Martini-
co, aad allthe leamen and officers of
tha fleet.

“ The 28ion was very fevers, oc.
cafoned by many ferious rencontires
forne time bafore, and the French were
well prépared for the attack ; the
madea feint, and retreated, by whic
means they drew the Britifh on a mine
which they had fprung, and blew ihe
flower of the Brittth army in the air.
Tha fixth regicrent, to a man, was. de.

* firoyed, s

 What remained o} the Britith ar-
my, retreated in great diforder, aban.
doning Grand Terre, and leit it in full
poffeflion of the French,

“The lofs of the Britith is cemputed
at 880 men, and £8 officers,”

DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY.
At afpecial meeting of the Democra.
tic Society of Pennlylvania, held at
Philadelphia, on Thurfday the 3@t day
of July, in the year of our Lord 1794,
apd of American Iadependence the
nineteenth :—The following  refuluti.
ons were propofed, confidered and a.
dopted ¢
» Refolved, as the opinion of this fo-
ciety, that'in a democracy a majority
ought in all cafes 10 povern ; and that
where a conflitution exifts which ema.

Publifhed by wrder of the fociety,
Geo. Boeth, Sec'ry.

© Auguft 14,
The Barque Neptuue, Captain® Clifton,
arrived a&lhe Fort yefterday, in 46 days
from Ofténd  He informs that at the time

* of his failing, about the 18th of June, it

was expedted that place would fall into tha
hands of the French, who hada large body
of men about feven milesdiftant from jta—s
the (hipping in the harbour were preparad
to fail at the fhosteft notice, and other cire
a dani Jed :
——the firing between the two armigs was
kept up avery day?  Abedywf 500 cavale
ry, jult arrived from England, on thejp
being djfembarked, were marched imme-
diately into the field, and loft 150 in the
fielt adion, {

The sccount of the 2&ion betwetn the
flcets'was refated as in the accounts from
t'ic Weit Indias, but it was reported that
the Chefapeak fleet was fafe arrived in
France.

© Auguft 1

¢ The Oucli,ﬂa 5L.ondon Paper
fites, that the Archduke and the Eine
peror, are et off for Vienna, snd ihat
the Aulttian forces are to be withdiawn,
from the utter impoflibility of making
head againfl the French—-Clairfar is
driven to Ghent—Ypres is faid to hava
finrendered with 7000 men.

There are rumors in circalation that
Turiw is taken by the Freneh—that
the Duke of Yok is miffing, &-.

. Auguft 16

Extradl of & ltter frome Londony Fume 14,

¢¢ Weunderftand that the Convoy from
America to France is arrived fafe at L'Us
rieat, Notwith{tanding the French loft 7
fhips of the Jinein the late engagsirent,
they were in force fuficient to cna
miral Montague (who had nine {ail of the
line of {refh fhipz) into port,

EULOGY ON WHISKEY,

By Avsorrm Aimwaie, Esg.

1. STRONG art thou O WHIS.
KEY on the filgh mountsins, and firong
;n thy brother Brandy in the vales br.
ow. '

2 From the rifing of the fun, even
unto the going down thereof, thy vo.
taries pay homnge to thee 3 day unto
day they worfhip thee ; ahd in thelr
nightly orgies thay fhew forth the fuvet
influence of thy {pirit.

8» When thiey rife up they think of
thoee ; when the mect together they talk
of thee; and when shey lie down they
~dream of thee: Thon amit unto them
WHISKEY, and they aie thy sERa
VANTS.

4» Their love to thee is wonderful—
pafling their love of women ! yea, theiv
wives and litle ones are not to be come
pared to thea. ‘

5- By the power of thy burning mea
jelly mobs 1ife on the weflern moxntaras 2
and being filled with thee, they tall flae
on their fxces—becoming bealls for thy
fake.,

6. Comparedto thee, §ir Richard Rum
is bura menial, held faRkin the fiong
clutches of the eagles like XTashas


awickens
Highlight


4
A hy croucheth  dowd, he Bowe 4
fhoilden ta bear, 2nd lxntl:)»‘"m" a
fervant voder tibate,” o

7. But ihy fpiriy O-wliikey exalteth
ubove the fight-et“the cagle: when he
maketh a gedhice at thee, thy veteraris
{hs!{ lop off his talons, -

3. When thon cemmaodeft, they
vife egainit all law and governmenty aud
are valiear, even unto the {hedding of
bloodt yea, their brothers blood !

9. Anarchy is thy coupfeilor, def.
trollioh  aliendeth thee, Poverty and
difteeis follow-thy flepsj—and the teafs
ol the arphan'move thee not.

20, "When the voice of wifdom cri-
eth peacel—thy voice is louder than
the voict'of wildomt: and when ‘thou
eriell  havoc” thy fubjefls fhout as
men | -

11 Thehot fire of thy fpisit hath
finged vifthe fenfibiliy of their con-
fciences 3 fo that ibe deftrution of fo-
cial order, the abufe of theirfa!’/ur. aad
the'murder ot intonts giveth the no
paint}

12/ Strong art thou O Wmiskry
upon the Weilern thountains, & firong
is thy brother Brandy in the vales he-
lows Plilad, Ges.

vl
- 'ALEXANDKI1A, Augety,
Obfervations gir the News from2Pityburgh,
Thisinformation jsthe more’dilagraea-,
ble, as the diltinbanzcoriginates in an'op-
polition, apparently dstermined, to the
execution of a Jaw which Rasveceived eve-
1y confliitutional fan&ion, thag which na
exeafsds more hoflileto liberty and good
government. It is to be Jameptad that
Freemen fould fo far lofe fight of their duty
# a3 By force of arms thus 10 infringa en the
riphts pf their fellow citizens, by counter-
* adink Hre will of a majority ; filchcondu&t
1éads to the diffolution” of all gdvernment.
*If aliwis obnogious to dny part of the
cow’ Fy, letalie cuizens there petition for
Sty répul, expole its defelts, or injnllica,
through the medium of the prefs; letthem
change their reprefantatives, piitinjo their
Tegiflature men whont they know wilfbe se-
tive toprocure its repeal,

M

If this' i3 incf-
fe@tyal, they fhould.reft fatjsfied that othay
pirﬁ of the nationt do not view the law in
the fime lightemthat 2 mojority of theiv fel.
Yow cuizens conceive it neceflary ok proper,
and jt becomes their duty to bear its bur-
densy nat, (however) without continuing
their remonfrances and legal endeavours
to have it removed. .They bave anether
remedy : if they conceive the coaflitution
fo.framed agto prevous thair fentimants
fiom hefug Faily reprefented i the public
ouncils Jet fhem endeavesrto have it a-
mended, Buzifevery pirtion fof the re.
publicrifesin arms to prevent the execus

“%7on of laws obnoxious to" them, we revert
taz ﬁa’ﬁg of anarchy and barbarifm, fore
feitevefy advantage of origanized fociety,
arkiddlea eivil war.  In this country we
have, tortunately, no yoke@d fhake off ;
we have neither a Ling’s paver to fear,
Sot the, bppreflion of an hereditary arittos
eracy 3 We have# government of our ewn
:f;vice. asperfect as it could be framed at
thetime of itsformation, as it was to be
fuited to 2 variety of local interefls; the
defefisof that governnlhtvre have a con-
ftitational mode of refurming ; if we have
abufes in our d¥n adminiftration, tiofe a.
bufey can be r¢maved, forthe people haye
all pawer i theje own hands;; but this is
ndt the power of the bayopet, or of tho
ford {this ought Yo be referved for exter.
nal faes) it isthe right 8T -regulating their
internal concerns by the woice -of 2 majo-

rity—~-This js the ftandard whichy ia Re-t

publican gove aments, we, mult abids by.

At a Meeting of a pumber of the inhabi

»f fanded property which dught te be e
couraged by law, fo Far as jswconfiftent
‘withthiat éncouragement due to induftry:
impalitic becaufs, it tendsto alienate the
‘affa@idnof the common people fromtha Fes
deralgovernment by fecingthemfelvesdepri-

. )

B The Cumberlsnd Trowp of Light
Horfe and the Independent Ltgﬁl In}r&m-
try’Company aré to pasade at the Court
‘f};u[e at one 'clock ¢n Saturday ‘next,
dhe 2gd properly equipped ;

der 0 ,
Yed of becoming' purghafeis upoh the fame |, - 7-," v y ) :
lqrx{?sf with the favorites of government, of g;:%gﬁl‘ 4. MCOSKRY’ Cnﬂ"‘”
and confequintly ‘prevent ‘that rapid en. & £ragoons, .
‘nr[iafc of population that our couniry bide ROBERT M!LLER:.-[””"M”) o
fo fairfur, both frem the nature of the cli- I%fantry. « \

TN

mate and the quality of the fotl. .
Refolved, hat the Funding Ad ought 1o

‘be repealed, orat leaftfo alrered ay to'pres NAILS FOR SALE.

vent thefe unprincipled vlafs of mankind
W. PETRIKIN,

called fpeculator« from drawing out of the
trealury what they zever were juftly entit-
led to.

Refolued, that all original holders of
certificarcy ought to be paid the reul nomi-
nal ‘value .

Refelued, that ths Extife Law js unjuft
inprinc:ple, opprefive in its operdtion, &
impra@ical in ity czecution, in every ree
publican government. -~ & .

Refelved, that the people of the Waited
States ought not to chule at the eniving e
Ie@ion fur members of congrefs any fpech.
lator in the funds, any ftock holdgrinths ~ 21, B. 'William Petrikin caerisa
Bank of the United Statez, nor any landjoba ibs Taptor Rufinefs as formerly,
ber, aztheltare a clafs of men whe jeem ta,  July 29th 1794,

hive a feparate interoft from thé mdGs of dollars reward

the peoply, andconlequently mu(tbe under Q)
its influeuce in their deliberations. . - !
‘ Refolued, thatthe prefent pay of militia  Strayed from the commons of
is no way adequatertd their fervices, 23 @arlille, fometimsilaft week, o' dark bay
being fur fhottof the pay of the day la~ Hotfe, his bind fest white, feveral faddie
bourery and the dilproportion s fo grearbe- markd, 3,blemifninhie Jefueye, between
tween the pay of oflicers and privates; and ¥4 aud xg hands hugh,, thedallround, Jow
ullo the finesitappears to vg, that it wiy ia fleth, a 1ule hipfhot, trots a cantery,
the fine <ongrefs had more i value than M3 age not hnown. Whoeyer takes up
perlonat fervice. R fad Gorfe and Biing him to the priater
Refulved, that asall civil autherity orj. gherent finall receive the above reward.
ginates with nd is derived, from the peo. _'Carhfie, Aiigult rg, 1794, :
ple in & republican government, that eve.
ry law mada by the reprefentatives pota-
greeable to the voice of thofe from whom
they derive their authotity ist land
unjuft, v
Refolved, zs virteo i the orly fpring
that fupports a republican governmeént, ¢
not power, the lawe fhould recommend
themfelves to the atfe@tions of the people by
their propriety, qsm‘equéntly it would make
them dafy in theif execution. .
‘Refnlwd, that as foug as direc taxss is
neeeffary for thry payment of the public
debs & the fupport of gvernment, congrefs
fhould laya tax upon all Uarpaneed and
patant lands, and leaft we may be tholight
by fome to be encmies to all taxation and
good arder we unanimoufly refolve, that
we will be ready atalltimea to fupport'ga-
‘verdment byth: payment of taxesin com-
men with our fellow citizens in proportion
ta the valus ofi our eRates real ot perfonal,
Whereas, tht Gursenor of this $tatein
pl with a requifition. from the
Prafideat of th United Ltates hath ojdered
the militia te hold themfelvea in rezdinefs
to march at’i moments {varning to viforce
1he execution of the cxcife, amongt our
bretliren in the weflern country, therefore
sefolved wpanimoufly; that the citizens of
this county be ~arneftly recommended to
fend a number of deligates ndt fewer than
{ix nor mors than ten from each towafhip,
to_mect at,the Court Houfs in the horough
of Carlifle, en Friday the agthinttant, for
the purpufe of taking into confideration the
important crifis in which we are placed and
the meafures properto be,purfued. ,
Refolved, that vur fellow citisens of
Hiflin cotnty with whom we haye'fo often
atted in unjon in pubfic meafures ba re.
quefted in thefpive of fratérnal affeétion to
fend foms of their canfidential citizens to
meet us on this oz¢afion.
Sizned by order of the r"x':eetifug, V_ .
ROBERT SHANNON, Ghafrmss,
* JOHN Ml»TCHEL! Clerky ﬁg,
Corlifle, “Auguit 20,
# 4 Jatter dased th 17th inftant, from the
. s

. »ffortment of NAILS which, bs fo
ensbled to fell cheap, alfo a seat afiorne
ment of Dry Ghods, Grocsries and Books,

venug $yflam, fuppofad to bo wrote by a
saewber of Congseld, from one of the
Yekern diftris of Peanlytvasls, Famova
for e Political information and, servous
manner of resfoning inthe Houle of Ree
préfestativer,

on

D‘E‘!ERTED from this pot, o8 thy

10 h iaftant, the follawing Soldia

oriy belonging to the Legions of the Uais
1ed Biates, wiz, corporal JOHN BROWN|
sbout 40 years of age, ftowtnade, abouy
5 feet § inches high, beld headegd, his
ypinblack mizywith grey, bosu i France,
and fpdaks breken Euglih, by trada a
milicr. BENJAMIN M'MAHON, -
bout 5 feet 7 iaches high, about 4o years
of ag~, Rvop thouldered, a3 weaver by
ttade, food ofliquar, aud flaw of fpeech,
had ou a pric of fuftian oversils, ftriped
cotton jlcker'without Aeelies, add an old
hat—WWhoevertikes vpihe £2id deferter

and delivers them o 'me, er’any contie
nentel ofiicer; ori fecutes them in an

gosl of the Unjred; States, thall receive
ten jollars for each, with reafonsliz
charges 3

A - B »
RISHARD SPARKS, Captain
cordmandants \3

Barfacks a1 Carlifle, Avguft 13th 1704,

Szle of Valuable Land.
I AM direflud o snake it known,that
on the Bt VWednefday of Septembar’
next, will be Sold at the Court Honfe in
thetowa of Pinfborgh, at public fale;that
beautiful {23t of LAND on the Alleghs-
Wy siyezy aud adjoining thetown, lalcthe

ing 313 acrey, 29 perchis;and -lloqute,
and 1o wbich an 10d:fputabls title with a,
ganesal wazranty Will}uow be given Ly
Splsnnsh Fergufon, bfike city of Philze
delpbia, Terms of fale, 500!, ‘paid -t
the yigie of fale, and a boud snd'mortgage
forthic. rtemayuder, with intereft payabled’
from the datey any pérfon incommodiag
the: fale; by bidisg and mot complying!
with the termu, to be'lizble ta gol. dae
magess 31 v N
*Thin Tradt of Land 3z beyond all quesis
on, ope ofthe mod valushlein Pennfyle
yasias it b(’h’ﬁtLl un, the toyyn, exmends
€3k i ahilgTvy thesiver, 100 acten atleat,
, Guthe firfl Bank as lovel a5’ » boyliige
gr580, and the fecond bank, with & gentic
stclivity “averladiing the' tows, and tha

tapts, of the townlhips of Weftpenntbre®
¢ Newton in the crunty of Cumberland,
hield in the wown 6F Nowville, Thurlday
the r4th inflape, forthe purpafe of taking
int confideration the Excife Law,, mtd
fomeBther imporfant A&ts of Gongrefs 1
the followi falutions werc imouf],
agreed to.

Refolved, that 115

g

Fiver Lo & great diftanck § confhining an'
tmmeafe bsak of ¥odl cafily accefhle,
‘and limeftune quarpies of great ‘valew; o
confiderzble god conftant fireath of water,
funniog thrabgh-it,wil a feat for milts,r
and sllkinds af,watsr worké.Jult en the,
mirgin of the river, For elegance, or
wiility, itis certainly a geear objed. I
wonld sfimale the vilus atal, per acre,
that is wpwai st of 30000,

ftward, which yas received by a geaw
tleman in }h‘:s town yeftérday, containsthe
follawing? ¢ By aletter which T thismon
mant reteived by thie poft, I ynderfland,
thataf 'the general meeting as Parkifon’s
MruGallatin reprobated in a forcible manner
the burning olhoufes, raifing' riotd, ¢rc.
and that the meating entered igto a'refoli~
tiop of bringing all fush offenders to jultice

mode of felliugB'ack
Lands-jn, great quantjties to panies
unjalt and improper, becaufe it is deftruca
‘tivé of an efential principla in every repuba

—That del were appointd from the
faveral counties to meet with'the sommiffia

oncts at Pitthurgh, on ‘Wednelday nexte

H- H. BRACKENRIDLE,
Avtorneyat Rittlhurgh for

i K 1 ¢ " . " the Eftate.
lican government, viz : the equal divifion I 1;_085 things have come to &' favourgble Jaly &, 4794, .
P crifie ‘(, ] N
ok v
- ¥ 8 T
3 Tl o P G D S D S S O R AR D s S

ny
. %

N

Uy
k3 wat
v

2

CARLISLE: (State of Eennfyfvaiic) Printed By’ GE'D

4

”

SrAS for falo at hiz fers, a genecal ,

amooptt whick atz a Review of the Re.’,

property oF ‘Thomas Smallan, contoine '
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A TALE OF TWO RIOTS AND A WATERMELON ARMY 221

But the nation was still not safe from internal disorder, and Washing-
ton thought he knew the cause of unrest. “My mind is perfectly con-
vinced,” he wrote, “that if these self-created [democratic] societies can-
not be discountenanced . . . they will destroy the government of this
country.” The President believed that these societies had sowed the
seeds of distrust in the minds of citizens, attempted to bring about a
violent revolution, and fomented the western disturbances. Grievances
articulated by the westerners seemed only a front for the real designs of
anarchists and rebels. “Their malevolence was not pointed merely to a
particular law,” he told Congress, “but . . . a spirit inimical to all
order . . . actuated many of the offenders.” Fortunately for the country,
these “enemies of order” had showed their hand too soon, and the
“army of the Constitution” had ably defended the laws. The eyes of all
well disposed people should now be opened to the evil designs of those
who opposed his administration. This misfired Rebellion should con-
vince all true friends of order, as it had the President, that diligence was
the order of the day.”

Not everyone was convinced, and the House refused after much de-
bate to endorse the President’s attack on “self-created societies.” Wash-
ington himself, his opponents observed, belonged to the Order of the
Cincinnati, a self-created society by any reasonable definition of the
term. Friends of liberty offered instead an explanation of the Rebellion
just as cynical as Washington’s, placing the entire blame on the govern-
ment. “We have been accused of wearing the mask of conspirators,”
Benjamin Franklin Bache reported in the Philadelphia Aurora. “As well
we might say . . . that the pretended friends of law and order had
secretly fomented the insurrection that they might borrow another argu-
ment against republicanism and be furnished with a stronger evidence
in favor of a standing army.” To James Madison it seemed that Washing-
ton’s attack on the democratic societies was “the greatest error of his
political life.” To Thomas Jefferson, the President’s denunciation of the
societies appeared to be “one of the extraordinary acts of boldness of
which we have seen so many from the faction of monocrats. It is won-
derful [i.e., full of wonder] indeed,” Jefferson continued, “that the
President should have permitted himself to be the organ of such an
attack on the freedom of discussion, the freedom of writing, printing,
and publishing.”™

The Rebellion and the government’s response thus exacerbated rather
than cured the political conflict that rent America in the 17gos. It contri-
buted as much as any single event to widening the breach between
self-styled friends of liberty and friends of order, and to the birth of the
Republican and Federalist parties in the years following 1794. And this
was only one effect of the Rebellion on the transforming political scene.

It was only one of the consequences of this last violent battle over the
meaning of the Revolution.
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1 Treasury Department August 5th, 1794.
Sir
The disagreeable crisis at which matters have lately arrived in some of the Western Counties of
Pennsylvania, with regard to the laws laying duties on spirits distilled within the United States
and on Stills, seems to render proper a review of the circumstances which have attended those
Laws in that scene, from their commencement to the present time—and of the conduct which has
hitherto been observed on the part of the Government, its motives and effect; in order to a better

Judgement of the measures necessary to be pursued in the existing emergency.

The opposition to those Laws in the four most Western Counties of Pennsylvania (Alleghany,
Washington, Fayette and Westmoreland) commenced as early as they were known to have been
passed. It has continued, with different degrees of Violence, in the different Counties, and at
different periods. But Washington has uniformly distinguished its resistance, by a more excessive
spirit, than has appeared in the other Counties, and Seems to have been cheifly instrumental in

kindling, and keeping alive the flame.

The opposition first manifested itself in the milder Shape of the circulation of opinions
unfavourable to the Law—and calculated by the influence of public disesteem to discourage the
accepting or holding of Offices under it, or the complying with it by those who might be so

disposed; to which was added the show of a discontinuance of the business of distilling.

These expedients were shortly after succeeded by private associations to forbear compliances with
the Law. But it was not long before these more negative modes of opposition were perceived to be
likely to prove ineffectual. And in proportion as this was the case, and as the means of introducing
the Laws into operation were put into execution, the disposition to resistance became more
turbulent and more inclined to adopt and practice violent expedients. The Officers now began to
experience marks of contempt and insult. Threats against them became frequent and loud; and

after Some time, these threats were ripened into Acts of ill treatment and outrage.
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These acts of violence were preceded by certain Meetings of Malcontent persons, who entered into

resolutions calculated at once to confirm, inflame and Systematize the Spirit of opposition.

The first of these meetings was holden at a place called Red Stone Old Fort on the 27th of July
1791, where it was concerted, that County Committees should be convened in the four Counties at
the respective seats of Justice therein. On the 23d of August following, one of these Committees
assembled in the County of Washington consisting (as appears by their proceedings published in
the Pittsburgh Gazette) among others of James Marshall Register & Recorder of the County,
David Bradford Deputy Attorny General for the State, Henry Taylor & James Edgar now associate
Judges Thomas Crooks and William Parker, then or shortly before Magistrates & Militia Officers,

Thomas Sedgwick and Alexander Wright Magistrates, and Peter Kidd an officer of the Militia.

This meeting passed some intemperate resolutions, which were afterwards printed in the
Pittsburgh Gazette, containing a Strong censure on the Law, declaring that any person who had
accepted or might accept an Office under Congress in order to carry it into effect, should be
considered as inimical to the interests of the Country; and recommending to the Citizens of
Washington County to treat every person who had accepted or might thereafter accept any such
office with contempt, and absolutely to refuse all kind of communication or intercourse with the

Officers, and to withhold from them all aid, support or Comfort.

Not content with this vindictive proscription of those, who might esteem it their duty, in the
capacity of Officers, to aid in the execution of the constitutional Laws of the Land—The meeting
proceeded to pass another resolution on a matter essentially foreign to the object which had
brought them together, namely the salaries and comp<en>sat<ions> allowed by Congress to the
Officers of Government generally, which they represent as enormous, manifesting by their zeal to
accumulate topics of censure, that they were actuated, not merely by the dislike of a particular

Law, but by a disposition to render the Government itself unpopular and odious.

This Meeting, in further prosecution of their plan, deputed Three of their Members to meet
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Delegates from the Counties of Westmoreland Fayette and Alleghany on the first Tuesday of
September following for the purpose of expressing the sense of the people of those Counties, in an
address to the Legislature of the United States, upon the subject of the Excise Law and other

grievancies—naming for that purpose James Marshall David Bradford, & David Philips.

Another Meeting accordingly took place on the 7th of September 1791 at Pittsburgh, in the County
of Alleghany, at which there appeared persons in character of Delegates from the four Western
Counties; from Westmoreland, Nehemiah Stokely & John Young, from Fayette, Edward Cook
Nathaniel Breaden & John Oliphant, from Alleghany Thomas Moreton John Woods & William

Plume, from Washington the three persons above named.

This Meeting entered into resolutions more comprehensive in their objects & not less
inflammatory in their tendency, than those which had before passed the Meeting in Washington.
Their resolutions contained severe censures not only on the Law which was the immeadiate
subject of objection; but upon what they termed the exorbitant salaries of Officers; the
unreasonable interest of the publick Debt, the want of discrimination between original holders &
transferrees & the institution of a National Bank, The same unfriendly temper towards the
Government of the United States which had led out of their way the meeting at Washington

produced a similar wandering in that at Pittsburgh.

A representation to Congress and a remonstrance to the Legislature of Pensylvania against the
Law more particularly complained of were prepared by this meeting—published together with
their other proceedings in the Pittsburgh Gazette & afterwards presented to the respective bodies

to whom they were addressed.

These Meetings composed of very influencial Individuals and conducted without moderation or
prudence are justly chargeable with the excesses, which have been from time to time committed;
serving to give consistency to an opposition which has at length matured to a point, that threatens

the foundations of the Government and of the Union, unless speedily & effectually subdued.
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On the 6th of the same Month of September, the Opposition broke out in an Act of violence upon
the person and property of Robert Johnson Collector of the Revenue for the Counties of Alleghany

and Washington.

A party of men armed and disguised way-laid him at a place on Pidgeon Creek in Washington
County, seized, tarred and feathered him, cut off his hair, and deprived him of his horse, obliging

him to travel on foot a considerable distance in that mortifying and painfull situation.

The case was brought before the district Court of Pensylvania, out of which processes issued

against John Robertson, John Hamilton & Thomas McComb—three of the persons concerned in
the outrage.

The serving of These Processes was confided by the then Marshall Clement Biddle to his deputy
Joseph Fox, who in the month of October went into Alleghany County for the purpose of serving

them.

The appearances and circumstances which Mr Fox observed himself in the course of his journey,
and learnt afterwards upon his arrival at Pittsburgh, had the effect of deterring him from the
service of the processes—and unfortunately led to adopt the injudicious and fruitless expedient of

sending them to the parties by a private Messenger under cover.

The deputys Report to the Marshall States a number of particulars evincing a considerable
fermentation in the part of the Country to which he was sent, and inducing a belief on his part,
that he could not with safety have executed the processes—The Marshall transmitting this report
to the District Attorney makes the following observations upon it "I am sorry to add that he (the
deputy) found the people in general in the Western part of the state and particularly beyond the
Alleghany Mountain in such a ferment on Account of the Act of Congress for laying a duty on

distilled Spirits & so much opposed to the execution of the said Act, and from a variety of threats
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to himself personally although he took the utmost precaution to conceal his errand, that he was
not only convinced of the impossibility of serving the process, but that any attempt to effect it
would have occasioned the most violent opposition from the greater part of the Inhabitants, and
he declares that if he had attempted it he believes he should not have returned alive. | spared no
expence nor pains to have the process of the Court executed and have not the least doubt that my

Deputy would have accomplished it, if it could have been done."

The reality of the danger to the Deputy was countenanced by the Opinion of General Neville, the
Inspector of the Revenue, a man who before had given and since has given numerous proofs of a
steady and firm temper. And what followed, as announced in a letter of that Officer of the 27th of
October 1791, is a further Confirmation of it. The person who had been sent with the processes
was seized whipped tarred and feathered and after having his Money and horse taken from him

was blindfolded and tied in the Woods, in which condition he remained for five hours.

Very serious reflections naturally occurred upon this occasion. It seemed highly probable, from
the issue of the experiment, which had been made that the ordinary course of civil process would
be ineffectual for enforcing the execution of the law in the Scene in question—and that a
perseverance in this course might lead to a serious concussion. The law itself was still in the
infancy of its operation and far from established in other important portions of the Union.
Prejudices against it had been industriously dissemminated—Misrepresentations diffused,
misconceptions fostered. The Legislature of the United States had not yet organised the means, by
which the Executive could come in aid of the Judiciary, when found incompetent to the execution
of the laws. If neither of these impediments to a decisive exertion had existed, it was desireable,
especially in a republican Government, to avoid what is in such cases the Ultimate resort, 'till all

the Milder means had been tried without success.

Under the United influence of these considerations, it appeared adviseable to forbear urging
coercive measures, till the laws had gone into more extensive operation, till further time for

reflection and experience of its operation had served to correct false impressions and inspire
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greater modera<tion> and till the Legislature had had an Opportunity by a revision of the law to

remove as far as possible objections and to reinforce the provisions for securing its execution.

Other incidents occurred from time to time, which are further proofs of the very improper temper,

that prevailed among the inhabitants of the refractory countries.

Mr Johnson was not the only Officer who about the same period experienced outrage. Mr Wells
Collector of the Revenue for Westmoreland & Fayette was also ill treated at Greensburgh and
Union Town Nor were the outrages perpetrated confined to the Officers. They extended to private

Citizens, who only dared to shew their respect for the laws of their Country.

Some time in October 1791, an Unhappy man of the Name of Wilson, a Stranger in the County,
and Manifestly disordered in his intellects, imagining himself to be a Collector of the Revenue or
invested with some trust in relation to it, was so Unlucky as to make enquiries concerning the
Distillers who had entered their Stills; giving out that he was to travel through the United States to
ascertain and report to Congress the number of Stills &c. This man was pursued by a party in
disguise, taken out of his bed, carried about five Miles back to a Smith’s Shop, Stripped of his
Cloaths, which were afterwards burnt, and after having been himself inhumanly burnt in several
places with a heated Iron was tarred and feathered—and about daylight dismissed—naked
wounded and otherwise in a very suffering condition—These particulars are communicated in a
letter from the Inspector of the Revenue of the 17th of November, who declares that he had then
himself seen the unfortunate maniac, the abuse of whom, as he expresses it, exceeded description
and was sufficient to make human nature shudder. The affair is the more extraordinary, as
persons of Weight and consideration in that Country are understood to have been actors in it, and
as the symptoms of Insanity were during the whole time of inflicting the punishment apparent—
the unhappy sufferer displaying the heroic fortitude of a man, who conceived himself to be a

martyr to the discharge of some duty.

Not long after a person of the name of Roseberry underwent the humilating punishment of tarring
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and feathering with some aggravations; for having in conversation hazarded the very natural and
just, but unpalatable remark, that the Inhabitants of that Country could not reasonably expect

protection from a Government, whose laws they so strenuously opposed.

The audacity of the perpetrators of these excesses was so great, that an armed banditti ventured to
seize and carry off two persons, who were witnesses against the rioters in the case of Wilson, in

order to prevent their giving testimony of the riot to a Court then sitting or about to sit.

Designs of personal violence against the Inspector of the Revenue himself, to force him to a
resignation, were repeatedly attempted to be put in execution by armed parties, but by different

circumstances were frustrated.

In the session of Congress, which commenced in October 1791, the Law laying a duty on distilled
spirits and stills came under the revision of Congress as had been anticipated. By an Act passed
May 8th 1792, during that session, material alterations were made in it—Among these the duty
was reduced to a rate so moderate, as to have silenced complaint on that head—and a new and
very favourable alternative was given to the distiller, that of paying a Monthly, instead [of] a
yearly rate, according to the capacity of his Still, with liberty to take a license for the precise term,

which he should intend to work it, & to renew that license for a further term or terms.

This amending act, in its progress through the Legislature, engaged the particular attention of
Members who themselves were interested in distilleries, and of others who represented parts of

the Country in which the business of distilling was extensively carried on.

Objections were well considered and great pains taken to obviate all such as had the semblance of

reasonableness.

The effect has in a great measure corresponded with the views of the Legislature—Opposition has

subsided in several districts where it before prevailed—and it was natural to entertain and not
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easy to abandon a hope that the same thing would by degrees have taken place in the four

Western Counties of this State.

But notwithstanding some flattering appearances at particular junctures, and infinite pains by
various expedients to produce the desirable issue, the hope entertained has never been realized,

and is now at an end as far as the ordinary means of executing Laws are concerned.

The first Law had left the number and positions of the Officers of Inspection, which were to be
established in each district for receiving entries of Stills, to the discretion of the Supervisor. The
second to secure a due accomodation to distillers, provides peremtorily, that there shall be one in

each County.

The idea was immeadiately embraced, that it was a very important point in the scheme of

opposition to the Law to prevent the establishment of Offices in the respective Counties.

For this purpose, the intimidation of well disposed inhabitants was added to the plan of molesting
and obstructing the Officers by force or otherwise, as might be necessary—So effectually was the
first point carried (the certain destruction of property and the peril of life being involved) that it
became almost impracticable to obtain suitable places for Offices in some of the Counties—and

when obtained it was found a matter of necessity in almost every instance to abandon them.

After much effort, The Inspector of the Revenue succeeded in procuring the house of William
Faulkner, a Captain in the Army, for an Office of Inspection in the County of Washington—This
took place in August 1792—The Office was attended by the Inspector of the Revenue in person, till

prevented by the following incidents.

Capt. Faulkner, being in pursuit of some deserters from the troops, was encountered by a number
of people in the same neighbourhood where Mr Johnson had been ill treated the preceeding year,

who reproached him with letting his house for an Office of Inspection—drew a knife upon him,
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threatened to scalp him, tar and feather him, and reduce his house and property to ashes, if he did

not solemnly promise to prevent the further use of his House for an Office.

Capt. Faulkner was induced to make the promise exacted—and in consequence of the
circumstance wrote a letter to the Inspector dated the 20th of August, countermanding the
permission for using his house—and the day following gave a public notice in the pittsburgh

Gazette, that the Office of Inspection should be no longer kept there.

At the same time, another engine of opposition was in operation—Agreeable to a previous
notification, there met at Pittsburgh on the 21st of August a number of persons stiling themselves
"A meeting of sundry Inhabitants of the Western Counties of Pennsylvania" who appointed

John Canon Chairman and Albert Gallatin Clerk.

This Meeting entered into resolutions not less exceptionable than those of its predecessors—The
preamble suggests that a tax on spiritous Liquors is unjust in itself and oppressive upon the poor,
that internal taxes upon consumption must in the end destroy the liberties of every Country in
which they are introduced—that the Law in question, from certain local circumstances which are
Specified, would bring immediate distress and ruin upon the Western Country, and concludes
with the sentiment, that they think it their duty to persist in remonstrances to Congress, and in

every other legal measure, that may obstruct the operation of the Law.

The resolutions then proceed, first, to appoint a Committee to prepare and cause to be presented
to Congress an address stating objections to the Law, and praying for its repeal—Secondly to
appoint Committees of correspondence for Washington, Fayette and Alleghany, charged to
correspond together and with such Committee as should be appointed for the same purpose in the
County of Westmoreland, or with any Committees of a similar nature, that might be appointed in
other parts of the United States; and also if found necessary to call together either general
Meetings of the people, in their respective Counties, or conferences of the several Committees;

And lastly to declare, that they will in future consider those who hold Offices for the Collection of

George Washington Teacher Institute | mountvernon.org/teachers



220

221

222

223

224

225

226

227

228

229

230

231

232

233

234

235

236

237

238

239

240

241

242

the duty as unworthy of their friendship, that they will have no intercourse nor dealings with
them, will withdraw from them every assistance, withhold all the comforts of life which depend
upon those duties, that as men and fellow Citizens we owe to each other, and will upon all
Occasions treat them with contempt; earnestly recommending it to the people at large to follow

the same line of Conduct towards them.

The idea of pursuing legal measures to obstruct the operation of a Law needs little comment legal
measures may be pursued to procure the repeal of a Law, but to obstruct its operation presents a

contradiction in terms. The operation or what is the same thing, the execution of a Law cannot be
obstructed, after it has been constitutionally enacted, without illegality and crime. The expression
guoted is one of those phrases which can only be used to conceal a disorderly & culpable intention

under forms that may escape the hold of the Law.

Neither was it difficult to perceive, that the Anathema pronounced against the Officers of the
Revenue placed them in a State of Virtual OutLawry, and operated as a signal to all those who
were bold enough to encounter the guilt and the danger to violate both their lives and their

properties.

The foregoing proceedings as soon as known were reported by the Secretary of the Treasury to the
President. The Presidenton the [ ] issued a proclamation—[ ] and likewise directed that
prosecutions might be instituted against the Offenders, in the cases in which the Laws would

support and the requisite evidence could be obtained.
Pursuant to these instructions, the Attorney General in cooperation with the Attorney of the
District attended a Circuit Court which was holden at York Town in October 1792—for the purpose

of bringing forward prosecutions in the proper Cases.

Collateral measures were taken to procure for this purpose the necessary evidence.
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243 The Surpervisor of the Revenue was sent into the opposing Survey—to ascertain the real state of
244 that Survey—to obtain evidence of the persons who were concerned in the Riot, in Faulkeners
245 case, and of those whose composed the meeting at Pittsburgh—to uphold the confidence and
246 encourage the perseverance of the Officers acting under the Law—and to induce, if possible the
247 Inhabitants of that part of the survey, which appeared least disinclined, to come voluntarily into
248 the law, by Arguments addressed to their sense of duty and exhibiting the eventual dangers and

249 mischiefs of resistance.

250 The mission of the Supervisor had no other fruit than that of obtaining evidence of the persons
251 who composed the Meeting at Pittsburgh and of two who were understood to be concerned in the
252 riot—and a confirmation of the enmity, which certain active and designing leaders had

253 industriously infused into a large proportion of the inhabitants, not against the particular laws, in

254 question only, but, of a more antient date, against the Government of the United States itself.

255 The then Attorney General being of Oppinion, that it was at best a doubtful point, whether the
256 proceedings of the Meeting at Pittsburgh contained indictable matter, no prosecution was
257 attempted against those who composed it; though if the ground for proceeding against them had

258 appeared to be firm it is presumed, that the truest policy would have dictated that course.

259 Indictments were preferred to the Circuit Court and found against the two persons understood to

260 have been concerned in the Riot, and the usual Measures were taken for carrying them into effect.

261 But it appearing afterward<s,> from various representations supported by satisfactory

262 testimo<n>y that there had been some mistake as to the persons accused—Justice and policy
263 demanded that the prosecutions should be discontinued, which was accordingly done.

264 This issue of the business unavoidably defeated the attempt to establish examples of the

265 punishment of persons who engaged in a Violent resistance to the laws—and left the Officers to

266 Struggle against the Stream of resistance, without the advantage of such examples.
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The following plan, afterwards successively put in execution, was about this time digested, for

carrying if possible the laws into effect without the necessity of recurring to force.

To prosecute delinquents in the cases in which it could be clearly done for non compliance with
the laws to intercept the Markets for the surplus produce of the distilleries of the non complying
counties by seizing the Spirits in their way to those Markets in places where it could be effected
without Opposition by purchases, through Agents, for the use of the Army (instead of deriving
the Supply through contractors as formerly) confining them to spirits, in respect to which there

had been a compliance with the laws.

The motives to this plan speak for themselves. It aimed, besides the influence of penalties on
delinquents, at making it the general interest of the distillers to comply with the laws by
interrupting the Market for a very considerable surplus, and by, at the same time, confining the
benefit of the large demand for public service to those who did their duty to the public, and
furnishing through the means of payments in Cash that medium for paying the duties, the want of

which was alleged to be a great difficulity in the Way of Compliance.

But two circumstances conspired to counteract the success of the plan—one the necessity, towards
incurring the penalty of non Compliance, of there being an Office of Inspection in each County,
which was prevented in some of the countries by the means of intimidation practised for that
purpose—another, the non extension of the law to the territory Nwest of the Ohio, into which a

large proportion of the surplus before mentioned was sent.

A Cure for these defects could only come from the legislature—Accordingly, in the Session which
began in November 1792 measures were taken for procuring a further revision of the laws. A bill
containing Amendments of these and other defects was brought in; but it so happened that this

object, by reason of more urgent business, was deferred till towards the Close of the Session, and

finally went off, through the usual hurry of that period.
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The continuance of the embarrassment incident to this state of things naturally tended to
diminish much the efficacy of the plan which had been devised—Yet it was resolved as far as legal
provisions would bear out the Officers to pursue it with perseverance—There was ground to
entertain hopes of its good effect; and it was certainly the most likely course which could have
been adopted towards attaining the object of the laws, by means short of force; evincing
unequivocally the sincere disposition to avoid this painfull resort and the steady moderation,

which have characterised the measures of the Government.

In pursuance of this plan, prosecutions were occasionally instituted in the mildest forms, seizures

were made as opportunities occurred—and purchases on public account were carried on.

300 It may be incidently remarked, that these purchases were extended to other places; where, though
301 the same disorders did not exist, it appeared, adviseable to facilitate the payment of the duties by
302 this species of accomodation.

303 Nor was this plan, notwithstanding the deficiency of legal provision, which impeded its full

304 execution, without corresponding effects.

305 Symptoms from time to time appeared which authorised expectation, that with the aid, at another
306 Session, of the desired supplementary provisions, it was capable of accomplishing its end, if no
307 extraordinary events occurred.

308 The opponents of the laws, not insensible of the tendency of that plan, nor of the defects in the
309 laws which interfered with it, did not fail from time to time to pursue analogous modes of

310 counteraction—The effort to frustrate the establishment of Offices of Inspection, in particular, was
311 persisted in and even increased, Means of intimidating officers and others continued to be

312 exerted.

313 In April 1793, a party of armed men in disguise made an attack in the night upon the House of a
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Collector of Revenue, who resided in Fayette County; but he happening to be from home they
contented themselves with breaking open his house, threatning terrifying and abusing his

family.

Warrants were issued for apprehending some of the rioters upon this occasion by Isaac Mason
and James Findlay assistant Judges of Fayette County, which were delivered to the Sheriff of that

County, who it seems refused to execute them; for which he has been since indicted.

This is at once an example of a disposition to support the laws of the Union, and of an opposite
one, in the local officers of Pensylvania, within the non complying scene—But it is a truth too
important not to be noticed and too injurious not to be lamented, that the prevailing spirit of
those Officers has been either hostile or lukewarm to the execution of those Laws—and that the
weight of an unfriendly official influence has been one of the most serious obstacles, with which

they have had to struggle.

In June following the Inspector of the Revenue was burnt in Effegy in Allyghany County at a place
and on a day of some public Election, with much display, in the presence of and without

interuption from Magistrates and other public Officers.

on the night of the 22d of November, another party of men, some of them armed and all in
disguise; went to the house of the same Collector of Fayette, which had been visited in April, broke
and entered it, and demanded a surrender of the officer’'s commission and official books. Upon his
refusing to deliver them up, they presented pistols at him, and swore that if he did not comply
they would instantly put him to death. At length, a surrender of the Commission and books were
enforced—But not content with this, the rioters before they departed required of the Officer, that
he should within two weeks publish his resignation on pain of another visit & the destruction of

his house.

Notwithstanding these excesses, the Laws appeared during the latter periods of this Year, to be
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rather gaining ground. Several principal distillers, who had formerly held out, complied, and

others discovered a disposition to comply, which was only restrained by the fear of violence.

But these favourable circumstances served to beget alarm, among those who were determined at
all events to prevent the quiet establishment of the Laws. It soon appeared, that they meditated by
fresh and greater excesses to aim a still more effectual blow at them—to subdue the growing spirit
of compliance, and to destroy intirely the organs of the Laws, within that part of the Country, by

compelling all the Officers to renounce their Offices.

The last proceeding in the case of the Collector of Fayette was in this spirit.

In January of the present year further violences appear to have been perpetrated. William
Richmond who had given information against some of the rioters in the affair of Wilson had his
barn burnt with all the Grain and Hay which it contained—and the same thing happened to
Robert Shawhan a distiller, who had been among the first to comply with the law and who had
always spoken favourably of it. But in neither of these instances (which happened in the County of

Alleghany) though the presumptions were violent was any positive proof obtained.

The Inspector of the revenue in a letter of the 27th of February writes that he had received
information that persons living near the dividing line of Alleghany and Washington had thrown
out threats of tarring and feathering one William Cochran, a complying Distiller, & of burning his
distillery—and that it had also been given out, that in three weeks, there would not be a House
Standing in Alleghany County of any person who had complyed with the Laws; in consequence of
which he had been induced to pay a visit to several leading individuals in that quarter, as well to
ascertain the truth of the information as to endeavour to avert the attempt to execute such

threats.

It appeared afterwards, that on his return home, he had been pursued by a collection of disorderly

persons threatening, as they went along, vengeance against him. In their way, these men called at
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the House of Jame Kiddoe who had recently complied with the Laws, broke into his Still-House,

fired several balls under his still and scattered fire over and about the house.

Letters from the Inspector in March announce an increased activity in promoting opposition to
the laws—frequent meetings to cement and extend the combinations against it—and among other
means for this purpose a plan of collecting a force to seize him, compel him to resign his

commission and detain him prisoner—probably as a hostage.

In May and June new violences were committed—James Kiddoe the person above-mentioned and
Wm Cochran another complying distiller met with repeated injury to their property. Kiddoe had
parts of his Grist mill at different times carried away, and Cochran suffered more material
injuries—his still was destroyed, his saw mill was rendered useless by the taking away of the Saw,

and his Grist mill so injured as to require to be repaired at considerable expense.

At the last visit, a Note in Writing was left, requiring him to publish what he had suffered in the
Pittsburgh Gazette, on pain of another visit, in which he is threatened, in figureative, but
intelligible terms, with the destruction of his property by fire; thus adding to the profligacy of
doing wanton injuries to a fellow Citizen the tyranny of compelling him to be the publisher of his

wrongs.

June being the month for receiving annual entries of Stills, endeavours were used to open Offices
in Westmoreland & Washington, where it had been hitherto found impracticable. With much
pains and difficulty places were procured for the purpose. That in Westmoreland was repeatedly
attacked in the night by armed men, who frequently fired upon it, but according to a report which
has been made to this department, it was defended with so much courage and perseverance by
John Wells an auxiliary Officer & Philip Ragan the owner of the House—as to have been

maintained during the remainder of the Month.

That, in Washington, after repeated attempts was suppressed; the first attempt was confined to
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pulling down the sign of the Office & threats of future destruction, the second effected the object
in the following mode—about twelve persons armed & painted black, in the night of the 6th of
June, broke into the House of John Lynn, where the Office was kept, and after having
treacherously seduced him to come down Stairs and put himself in their power by a promise of
safety to himself and his house—they seized & tied him, threatened to hang him—took him to a
retired Spot in the neighbouring wood and there after cutting off his hair, tarring and feathering
him, Swore him never again to allow the use of his House for an Office, never to disclose their
names, and never again to have any sort of agency in aid of the excise—having done which, they
bound him naked to a tree and left him in that situation, till morning, when he succeeded in
extricating himself. Not content with this, the Malcontents some days after made him another
Visit, pulled down part of his house—and put him in a situation to be obliged to become an exile

from his own home and to find an asylum elswhere.

During this time, several of the Distillers who had made entries & benefitted by them, refused the

payment of the duties; actuated no doubt by various motives.

Indications of a plan to proceed against the Inspector of the Revenue in the manner which has
been before mentioned continued. In a letter from him of the 10th of July, he observed that the

threatened visit had not yet been made, tho he had still reason to expect it.

In the Session of Congress which began in December 1793—a bill for making the amendments in

the Laws, which had been for some time desired, was brought in, and on the 5th of June last
became a Law.

It is not to be doubted, that the different Stages of this business were regularly notified to the
Malcontents, and that a conviction of the tendency of the amendments contemplated to effectuate

the execution of the Law, had matured the resolution to bring matters to a violent Crisis.

The increasing energy of the opposition rendered it indispensable to meet the evil with
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proportionable decision—The idea of giving time for the Law to extend itself in Scenes where the
disatisfaction with it was the effect not of an improper spirit, but of causes which were of a nature
to yield to reason, reflection, & experience (which had constantly weighed in the estimate of the
measures proper to be pursued) had had its effect, in an extensive degree. The experiment too had
been long enough tried to ascertain, that where resistance continued the root of the evil lay deep;
and required measures of greater efficacy than had been pursued. The laws had undergone
repeated revisions of the Legislative representatives of the Union, and had virtually received their
repeated Sanction with none or very feeble attempts to effect their repeal; affording an evidence
of the general sense of the Community in their favour. Complaint began to be loud from
complying quarters, against the impropriety & injustice of suffering the Laws to remain

unexecuted in others.

Under the united influence of these considerations, there was no choice but to try the efficiency of

the Laws in prosecuting with vigour delinquents and Offenders.

Processes issued against a number of non complying distillers in the Counties of Fayette &
Alleghany; and indictments having been found at a Circuit Court holden at Philadelphia in July
last against Robert Smilie & John McCulloch, two of the Rioters in the attack, which in November
preceding had been made upon the House of a Collector of the Revenue in Fayette County,

processes issued against them, also, to bring them to trial and if guilty to punishment.

The Marshall of the District went in person to serve these processes. He executed his trust without
interruption, though under many discouraging circumstances, in Fayette County; but while he
was in the execution of it in Alleghany County, being then accompanied by the Inspector of the
Revenue (to wit) on the 15th of July last, he was beset on the Road by a party of from Thirty to
forty armed men, who after much previous irregularity of conduct finally fired upon him, but as it

happened without injury either to him or the Inspector.

This attempt on the Marshall was but the prelude of greater excesses.

BE WASHINGTON | bewashington.org 18
George Washington Teacher Institute | mountvernon.org/teachers



434

435

436

437

438

439

440

441

442

443

444

445

446

447

448

449

450

451

452

453

454

455

456

457

458

BE WASHINGTON | bewashington.org

About break of day, the 16th of July, in conformity with a plan which seems to have been for some
time entertained, and which probably was only accelerated by the coming of the Marshall into the
Survey, an attack by about One hundred persons armed with Guns and other weapons was made
upon the House of the Inspector in the Vicinity of Pittsburgh. The Inspector, though alone,
vigorously defended himself against the assailants, and obliged them to retreat without

accomplishing their purpose.

Apprehending that the business would not terminate here, he made application by letter to the
Judges, Generals of Militia & Sheriff of the County for protection. A reply to his application from
John Wilkins Junr and John Gibson Magistrates & Militia Officers informed him, that the Laws
could not be executed, so as to afford him the protection to which he was intitled, owing to the too
general combination of the people in that part of Pennsylvania to oppose the Revenue Law,
adding that they would take every step in their power to bring the Rioters to Justice, and would be
glad to receive information of the Individuals concerned in the Attack upon his house, that
prosecutions might be commenced against them, and expressing their sorrow, that should the
posse comitatus of the County be ordered out in support of the civil authority, very few could be

gotten that were not of the party of the Rioters.

The day following the Insurgents reassembled with a considerable augmentation of numbers,
amounting as has been computed to at least five hundred; and on the 17th of July renewed their
attack upon the house of the Inspector; who in the interval had taken the precaution of calling to
his aid a small detachment from the Garrison of Fort Pit, which at the time of the attack consisted
of Eleven Men who had been joined by Major Abraham Kirkpatrick a friend and Connection of the

Inspector.

There being scarcely a prospect of effectual defence against so large a body, as then appeared, and
as the Inspector had every thing to apprehend for his person, if taken, it was Judged adviseable,

that he should withdraw from the House to a place of concealment—Major Kirkpatrick generously

19

George Washington Teacher Institute | mountvernon.org/teachers



459

460

461

462

463

464

465

466

467

468

469

470

471

472

473

474

475

476

477

478

479

480

481

482

483

484

agreeing to remain with the <Eleven Men, in the intention, if practicable to make a capitulation in

favour of the property, if not to defend it as long as possible.

A parley took place under cover of a flag, which was sent by the Insurgents to the house to
demand, that the Inspector should come forth, renounce his Office, and stipulate never again to
accept an Office under the same Laws. To this it was replied, that the Inspector had left the House,
upon their first approach, and that the place to which he had retired was unknown. They then
declared that they must have whatever related to his Office. They were answered that they might
send persons, not exceeding six, to search the House, and take away whatever papers they could
find appertaining to the Office. But not satisfied with this they insisted unconditionally, that the
armed Men, who were in the House, for its defence, should march out and ground their arms,
which Major Kirkpatrick peremptorily refused; considering it, and representing it to them, as a

proof of a design to destroy the property. This refusal put an end to the parley.

A brisk firing then ensued between the Insurgents and those in the House, which it is said lasted
for near an Hour, till the assailants having set fire to the neighbouring and adjacent buildings
eight in number, the intenseness of the Heat, and the danger of an immediate communication of
the fire to the House, obliged Major Kirkpatrick and his small party to come out and surrender
themselves. In the course of the firing, one of the Insurgents was killed and several wounded, and
three of the persons in the house, were also wounded. The person killed is understood to have
been the leader of the party, of the name of James McFarlane, then a Major in the Militia formerly
a Lieutenant in the Pennsylvania line. The dwelling House, after the surrender, shared the fate of
the other buildings; the whole of which, were consumed to The ground. The loss of property to the
Inspector upon this occasion, is estimated, and, as it is believed with great moderation, at not less

than Three Thousand pounds.

The Marshall, Colonel Presley Neville, and several others were taken by the Insurgents going to
the Inspectors House. All, except the Marshall and Colonel Neville, soon made their escape; but

these were carried off some distance from the place where the affray had happened, and detained
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till one or two O’clock the next morning. In the course of their detention, the Marshall in
particular suffered very severe and humiliating treatment; and was frequently in imminent danger
of his life. several of the party repeatedly presented their pieces at him, with every appearance of a
design to assassinate, from which they were with difficulty restrained by the efforts of a few more

humane, and more prudent.

Nor could he obtain safety or liberty, but upon the condition of a promise guaranteed by Colonel
Neville, that he would serve no other process on the west Side of the Alleghany Mountain. The
alternative being immediate death extorted from the Marshall a compliance with this condition;
notwithstanding the Just sense of Official dignity, and the firmness of character, which were

witnessed by his conduct throughout the trying scenes he had experienced.

The Insurgents, on the 18th sent a deputation of two of their number (one a Justice of the peace)
to Pittsburgh, to require of the Marshall, a surrender of the processes in his possession, intimating
that his compliance would satisfy the people, and add to his safety; and also to demand of General
Neville, in peremptory terms, the resignation of his Office, threatening, in case of refusal, to attack
the place and take him by force: demands which both these Officers did not hesitate to reject, as

alike incompatible with their honor and their duty.

As it was well ascertained, that no protection was to be expected from the Magistrates or
Inhabitants of Pittsburgh, it became necessary to the safety, both of the Inspector and the
Marshall to quit that place; and as it was known that all the usual routes to Philadelphia were
beset by the Insurgents, they concluded to descend the Ohio, and proceed, by a circuitous route,

to the seat of Government; which they began to put in execution on the night of the 19th of July.

Information has also been received of a meeting of a considerable number of persons at a place
called Mingo Creek Meeting House, in the County of Washington, to consult about the further
measures which it might be adviseable to pursue: that at this meeting, a motion was made to

approve and agree to support the proceedings which had taken place, until the excise Law was
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repealed, and an Act of oblivion passed. But that, instead of this, it had been agreed, that the four
Western Counties of Pennsylvania and the neighbouring Counties of Virginia, should be invited to
meet in a convention of Delegates, on the 14th of the present Month at Parkinson’s on Mingo
Creek, in the County of Washington, to take into consideration the situation of the Western

Country, and concert such measures as should appear suited to the occasion.

It appears, moreover, that on the 25th of July last the Mail of the United States, on the road
from Pittsburgh to Philadelphia, was stopped by two armed Men, who cut it open, and took out all
the letters, except those contained in one packet: these armed men, from all the circumstances

which occurred, were manifestly acting on the part of the Insurgents.

The declared object of the foregoing proceedings, is to obstruct the execution and compel a repeal
of the laws, laying duties on spirits distilled within the United States and upon Stills; There is just
cause to believe, that this is connected with an indisposition, too general in that quarter, to share
in the common burthens of the community; and with a wish, among some persons of influence, to
embarrass the Goverment. It is affirmed by well informed persons to be a fact of notoriety, that
the Revenue laws of the State itself have always been either resisted or very Defectively complied
with in the same quarter. With the most perfect Respect, | have the honor to be Sir, Your most

Obedient and Humble Servant

527 (signed) Alexander Hamilton>
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HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

theless, to the persecution and tyranny of his evil ministry, we will
not tamely submit. Appealing to heaven for the justice of our cause,
we determine to die or be free.” From the commencement of
hostilities, the dispute between Great-Britain and the colonies took
a new direction.

Intelligence that the British troops had marched out of Boston into
the country on some hostile purpose, being forwarded by expresses
from one committee to another, great bodies of the militia, not only
from Massachusetts but the adjacent colonies, grasped their arms
and marched to oppose them. The colonies were in such a state of
irritability, that the least shock in any part was, by a powerful and
sympathetic affection, instantaneously felt throughout the whole.
The Americans who fell were revered by their countrymen, as martyrs
who had died in the cause of liberty. Resentment against the British
burned more strongly than ever. Martial rage took possession of the
breasts of thousands. Combinations were formed and associations
subscribed, binding the inhabitants to one another by the sacred ties
of honour, religion, and love of country, to do whatever their public
bodies directed for the preservation of their liberties. Hitherto the
Americans had no regular army. From principles of policy they
cautiously avoided that measure, least they might subject themselves
to the charge of being aggressors. All their military regulations were
carried on by their militia, and under the old established laws of the
land. For the defence of the colonies, the inhabitants had been, from
their early vears, enrolled in companies, and taught the use of arms.
The laws for this purpose had never been better observed than for
some months previous to the Lexington battle. These military
arrangements, which had been previously adopted for defending the
colonies from hostile French and Indians, [192] were on this occasion
turned against the troops of the Parent State. Forts, magazines, and
arsenals, by the constitution of the country, were in the keeping of
his majesty. Immediately after the Lexington battle, these were for
the most part taken possession of throughout the colonies, by parties
of the provincial militia. Ticonderoga, in which was a small royal
garrison, was surprised and taken by adventurers from different
states. Public money which had been collected in consequence of
previous grants, was also seized for common services. Before the
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commencement of hostilities these measures would have been con-
demned by the moderate even among the Americans, but that event
justified a bolder line of opposition than had been adopted. Sundry
citizens having been put to death by British troops, self preservation
dictated measures which, if adopted under other circumstances,
would have disunited the colonists. One of the most important of
this kind was the raising an army. Men of warm tempers, whose
courage exceeded their prudence, had for months urged the necessity
of raising troops; but they were restrained by the more moderate,
who wished that the colonies might avoid extremities, or at least
that they might not lead in bringing them on. The provincial congress
of Massachusetts being in session at the time the battle of Lexington
was fought, voted that “an army of 30,000 men be immediately raised,
that 13,600 be of their own province, and that a letter and delegate
be sent to the several colonies of New-Hampshire, Connecticut and
Rhode Island.” In consequence of this vote, the business of recruiting
was begun, and in a short time a provincial army was paraded in the
vicinity of Boston, which though far below what had been voted by
the provincial congress, was much superior in numbers to the royal
army. The command of this force was given to general Ward.

Had the British troops confined themselves to Boston, as before
the 18th of April, the assembling an American army, though only for
the purpose of observation and defence, would have appeared in the
nature of a challenge, and would have made many less willing to
support [193] the people of Massachusetts, but after the British had
commenced hostilities the same measure was adopted without sub-
jecting the authors of it to censure, and without giving offence or
hazarding the union. The Lexington battle not only furnished the
Americans with a justifying apology for raising an army, but inspired
them with ideas of their own prowess. Amidst the most animated
declarations of sacrificing fortune, and risquing life itself for the
security of American rights, a secret sigh would frequently escape
from the breasts of her most determined friends, for fear that they
could not stand before the bravery and discipline of British troops.
Hoary sages would shake their heads and say, “Your cause is good
and | wish you success, but I fear that your undisciplined valour
must be overcome, in the unequal contest. After a few thousands of
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1 Winchester [Va.] the 24th Septr 1794
Sir

| am sorry to understand the Dificulty in the state of Pensylvania to Raise their quota of men to
suppress that Horrid insurecton on their frontiers—The state of virga seem to be unanimous and
Determond to suppress it and it is my opinion that we shall in a very few Days have men Enough
at this post to Do that business. for my own part | wish | was at Morgan Town at this time with
2000 men; which would be as Many as | would ask, with what would join me at that place to
Bring them people into order, they are very much alarm’d at this time—this | have from the best
Intilligance—we have been greatly Disappointed with Respect to arms, only 400 stand have yet
arrived, and them come from Phila. we have been Expecting 1500 stand from New london we
have applyd to the Executive of virga for 3000 stand those and the arm from New London will |
Expect arrive Near the same time which Will be about the last of this month—I wish an
accomodation may Not be patch’d up with them Rioters under an apprehenton of Not geting
troop to suppress them, virga could and would furnish an army sufficient for that purpose—a
young man a Brother to colo. Heth gave me the best account of them people that | have had, he
was at Bradocks field—he says thare was Not four thousand men, of all Descriptions, that thare
was Not More then one thousand guns among them, and if the amunition Had been Divided
among them he Dose Not suppose thare would be more than on[e] round a man for my own part |
think it a very Easy Matter to bring them people in to order—I Dont wish to spill the Blood of a
citizen but | wish to March against them people, to show them our Determonation to bring to
order and to support the Laws—I took the liberty to write you this, least your Intelligance might
Not be so good, or that this might th[rJough some light (or be of some service[)]. | have the Honor
to be with very great Esteem your obedt Hble servtl am sorry to understand the Dificulty in the
state of Pensylvania to Raise their quota of men to suppress that Horrid insurecton on their
frontiers—The state of virga seem to be unanimous and Determond to suppress it and it is my
opinion that we shall in a very few Days have men Enough at this post to Do that business. for my
own part | wish | was at Morgan Town at this time with 2000 men; which would be as Many as |
would ask, with what would join me at that place to Bring them people into order, they are very
much alarm’d at this time—this I have from the best Intilligance—we have been greatly
Disappointed with Respect to arms, only 400 stand have yet arrived, and them come from Phila.
we have been Expecting 1500 stand from New london we have applyd to the Executive of virga for
3000 stand3 those and the arm from New London will | Expect arrive Near the same time which
Will be about the last of this month—I wish an accomodation may Not be patch’d up with them
Rioters under an apprehenton of Not geting troop to suppress them, virga could and would
furnish an army sufficient for that purpose—a young man a Brother to colo. Heth gave me the best
account of them people that I have had, he was at Bradocks field—he says thare was Not four
thousand men, of all Descriptions, that thare was Not More then one thousand guns among them,
and if the amunition Had been Divided among them he Dose Not suppose thare would be more
than on[e] round a man for my own part | think it a very Easy Matter to bring them people in to
order—I Dont wish to spill the Blood of a citizen but I wish to March against them people, to show
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41 them our Determonation to bring to order and to support the Laws—I took the liberty to write you
42 this, least your Intelligance might Not be so good, or that this might th[rJough some light (or be of
43 some service[)]. | have the Honor to be with very great Esteem your obedt Hble servt

44 Danl Morgan
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