LESSON PLAN

vOCABULARY OF 
THE CONSTITUTION



LEVEL:
Middle School
TIMEFRAME:
Approximately 45 to 90 minutes
OBJECTIVES:
Students will work to find the definition of a vocabulary word related to the Constitution.

Students will identify vocabulary words while watching a video about the Constitution and practice their knowledge of the word using visual and context sentence prompts. 
STANDARDS:

· Reading and Writing Literacy in History/Social Studies
· Principals of Democracy

· Revolution and the New Nation

· Speaking and Listening
· Reading Informational Texts
vocabulary words:

· Tyranny

· Anarchy

· Sovereignty

· Delegate/Delegates

· Luminary/Luminaries

· Ratify

· Federal

· Constitution

· Fractious

· Fundamental

· Relinquish/Relinquished

· Amend/Amending

· Autonomy

· Representation

· Executive

· Compromise 
Note: This lesson can be used to prepare students to complete the lesson plan Key Concepts of the Constitution www.mountvernon.org/education/lesson-plans/lesson/key-concepts-of-the-constitution/ 



PROCEDURE:
1. Distribute the worksheet Vocabulary Definitions of the Constitution (included in the ZIP file download). Ask students to work as a class, in pairs, or individually to define each word on the worksheet in the space provided. For additional context, the handout Vocabulary of the Constitution (included in the ZIP file download) provides a sentence from the video A More Perfect Union highlighting each vocabulary word.
2. Ask students present their definitions of each word to the class. 
3. Watch the video A More Perfect Union: George Washington and the Making of the Constitution. Use the Video Transcript with Vocabulary Words (included in the ZIP file download) to help cue students to upcoming vocabulary usage in the video. 
a. Stream the video on Mount Vernon’s Website (through Vimeo)
www.mountvernon.org/constitutionvideo 

b. Download the video from Vimeo
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/amoreperfectunion/ 
Promotional Code for Free Download: AMPUEDU


4. Break students into small groups to study the vocabulary words. Use either the sixteen Vocabulary Cards (included in ZIP file download) as a memory game or the online Vocabulary Quiz and Study Guide www.mountvernon.org/ConstitutionVocabQuiz 
5. Instruct students to demonstrate their knowledge of the vocabulary using one or more of the following methods:

a. Collect the Vocabulary Definitions of the Constitution worksheet handed out to students to see their work. 
b. Check student understanding by asking students to act out a vocabulary word while classmates guess the word. 

c. Ask students to supply definitions using the flashcards in random order to evaluate their understanding of the vocabulary words.

d. Ask students to report their final scores from the Mount Vernon online Constitution Vocabulary Quiz www.mountvernon.org/ConstitutionVocabQuiz 

e. Ask students to write new context sentences using the vocabulary words to describe the creation of the Constitution.  
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