[bookmark: _nzide3ag6akj]
[bookmark: _z32uu2617rbr]LEVEL:
High School
[bookmark: _mo132018nizv]TIMEFRAME:
Two class periods or less, depending on if assigned as an individual or group project

[bookmark: _8yw78cvitpm5]OBJECTIVES:
Students will analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources in order to recognize change over time

Students will respond to a writing prompt in a clear, thesis-driven essay that uses evidence from the provided sources




[bookmark: _3qiajk6qottf]LESSON PLAN
[bookmark: _iu7255bya9dl]The Only Unavoidable Subject of Regret: The Founders’ Failure to End Slavery



[bookmark: _qx1fhmv44l1w]STANDARDS:
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[bookmark: _45ivbxd7ozkr]Primary Source Analysis
Writing Standards
Reading Standards
Early American History
Civic Values and Social Norms
Contextualization
Comparison
Causation



[bookmark: _l29zh597ll2o]
[bookmark: _50ld1mq2q1hf]PROCEDURE:
1. [bookmark: _pfdfmwizxwhy][bookmark: _GoBack]Distribute the handout The Only Unavoidable Subject of Regret Source Set (included in ZIP file download). Ask students to support, modify, or refute the following statement using the documents. 
Many leaders expressed moral concerns regarding human equality and the evils of slavery over the course of the Founding Era. Change was impossible to carry out and enforce due to the economic necessity and racial dynamics of slavery. 
A. Maryland Gazette, August 20, 1761
B. Excerpt: Declaration of Independence, 1776
C. Excerpt: Notes on the State of Virginia, Thomas Jefferson, 1782
D. Excerpt: George Washington to John Mercer, September 9, 1786
E. Excerpt: South Carolina Ratifying Convention, January 17, 1788, Charles Cotesworth Pinckney
F. The Pennsylvania Gazette, May 24, 1796
G. Excerpt: The Last Will and Testament of George Washington, 1799
H. Excerpt: Thomas Jefferson to John Holmes, April 22, 1820

[bookmark: _6gtjmi1dx10y]
[bookmark: _a87dj2d9znl7]OPTIONAL EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:
Hold a class discussion evaluating the following questions: 
What is the difference between a “necessary evil” and a “positive good?” How were these terms used in the context of American slavery?
Hold a class discussion evaluating the following questions: 
Why does the Constitution not address or mention slavery? What might have happened had the Constitution expressly outlawed or affirmed slavery?
