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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: the acts of congress



George Washington's copy of the Acts passed at a Congress of the United States of America (New York, 1789) contains key founding documents establishing the Union: the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and a record of acts passed by the first Congress. 
His copy is embossed in gilt letters reading “President of the United States.” Washington’s bold signature appears on the upper right corner of the title page. He also pasted his engraved bookplate to the inside, front cover. The bookplate features the Washington family coat of arms and the motto exitus acta probat, which translates to “the result is the test of the actions.”
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George Washington was the first person in history to serve as President of the United States.  No one had the job before he did and the U.S. Constitution served as his job description.  

In the margins of four separate pages, Washington wrote the words "President," "Powers," and "Required," underscoring the responsibilities of the first Chief Executive while he held that office.
More about this object and its significance at the Washington Library can be found at: www.mountvernon.org/ActsOfCongress
Article 1, Section 7 (vii) marked “President” 
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beprivileged from arreft during their attendance at the foffion of their refpedtive
Houfes, and in going to and returning from the fame ; and for any fpeechor
bate in cither Houfe, they fhall not be queftioned in any other place.

No Senator or Reprefentative fhall, during the time for which hewas elefted,
be appointed to any civil office under the authority ofthe United States, which
fhall_have been created, or the emoluments whereof fhall have been encre
during fuch time 3 and no perfon_holding any office under the United States,
thall be 2 member of cither Houfe during his continuance in office. 00

Sedt. 7. Al billsfor raifing revenue fhall originate in the Houfe of Reprefen-
tatives ; but the Senate may propofe or concur with amendments as on other

s,
Every bill which fhall have paffed the Houfe of Reprefentatives and the
fhall, before it become a law, be prefented to the Prefident of the United
if he approve he fhall fign it, but if not he fhall return it, with his objed
that Houfe in which it fhall have originated, who_fhall enter the.
large on their journal, and proceed to reconfider it. If after fuch

fion two-thirds of that houfe fhall agree to pafs the bill, it fhall be

with the objeétions, to the other Houfe, by which it fhall likewife
fidered, and if approved by two thirds of that Houfe, it fh
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But in all fiuch cafes the votes of both Houfes fall be determiined by yeas
and nays, and the names of the perfons voting for and againft the bill fhall be
entered on the journal of each Houfe refpettively.  If any bill fhall not be re.
turned by the Prefident within ten days (Sundays excepted) afterit thall have
been prefented to him, the fame fhall be a law, in like manner as if he had
figned it, unlefs the Congrefs by their adjournment prevent its return, in which,
cafe it fhall not be a law.
Every order, refolution or vote to which the concurrence of the Senate )
|

Houfe of Reprefentatives may be neceffary (except on a queition of adjournment)
fhall be prefented to the Prefident of the United States 3 and before. the fame
fhall take effe, fhall be approved by him, or being difapproved by him, fhall
be re-paffed by two-thirds of the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, mord.j
ing to the rules and limitations preferibed in the cafe of a bill

Sect. 8. The Congrefs fhall have power

To lay and collect taxes, duties, impolts xcifes, to pay the debts and
provide for the common defence a welfare of the United State:
but all duties, impoits and excifes fhall be uniformthroughout the Unite

To borrow money on the credit of the United States :

To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the feveral ftates,
and with the Indian tribes :

"To eftablifh an uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform laws on the fub-
jet of bankruptcies throughout the United States :

To coin_money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the
rd of weights and meafures :

o provide forthe punifhment of counterfeiting the fecurities and current
coinaof the Ilnited States =

tates :

fa





Transcript: Article 1, Section 7 (vi & vii) marked “President” 

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the President of the United States; If he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a Law. 

But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law.
Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the United States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill.

Article 2, Sections 2 & 3 (ix) marked “Presidential Powers” and “Required”
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S 2. The Prefident fhall be commander in chi

of the United States, and of the militia of the feveral ftates, when called intp
the a&ual fervice of the United States ; he may require the opinion, in wri-
ting, of the principal officer in each of the executive departments, upon any fub-
je& relating to the dutics of their refpective offices, and he fhall have powerto
grant repricves and pardons  for offences againft the United States, except in
cafes of impeachment.

He fhall have power, by and with the advice and confent of the Senate, to
make treaties, provided two-thirds of the Semators prefent concur; and he
Ahall nominate, and by and with the advice and confent of the Senate, fhall ap-
point ambaladors, otherpublic minifiers and confuls, judges of the fupreme
<ourt, and all other officars of the United States, whofe appointments are not
herein otherwife provided for, and which (hall be eftablifhed bylaw. But the
Congrefs may by law velt the appointment of fuch inferior officers, as they think
proper, in the Prefident alone, in the courts of law, or in theheads of depart-
ments.

‘The Prefident fhall have power to fll upall vacancies that may happen |
during the recefs of the Scnate, by granting commifions which fhall expire |
at the end of their next feffion. G

Sect. 3. He fhall from time o time give to the Congref information of the,
flate of the union, and vecommend to their confideration fuch meafures as|
he fhall judge neceflary and expedient ; he may on extraordinary oceafions,|
convene both houfes, or cither of them, and in cafe.of difagreement between,
them, with refped to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to fuch |
‘time as he fhall think proper ; he fhall receive smbafadors and other public|
minifters ; he fhall take care that the laws be faithfully executed, and fhall com. |
miffion all the officers of the United States. J

ef of the armyand navy |




Transcript: Article 2, Sections 2 (ix) marked “Presidential Powers”


The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offenses against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next Session.

Transcript: Article II, Section 3 (ix) Marked “Required”

He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the United States.
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