Intended Grade Level: Middle School 

Lesson Purpose:  
This lesson is intended to engage students in an in‐depth study of the manners and mores of late 18th century America and of the personal rules of decorum by which George Washington lived and the rules by which they live today.  

Lesson Objectives:
· By classifying and categorizing the concerns addressed by the Rules, students will have access to the same source material that informed George Washington and many other 18th century youths. This can provide context for other lessons about George Washington.  
· By reflecting on current behavioral norms and by creating a new list of Rules covering the same categories generated for the 18th century Rules, Students will analyze what expectations govern their own behavior. 

Related Standards:
Lesson Plan: Manners & Mores of Washington’s America

· 
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· Reading and Writing Literacy in History/Social Studies
· Colonial America 
· Civic Values and Social Norms
· Speaking and Listening


Timeframe:  Approximately two class sessions

Procedure:  
1. Distribute the Rules of Civility and Decent Behavior (included in the ZIP file download). Have the class select and circle a few to read and discuss aloud. Review and define the following categories and have students classify the selected Rules under the appropriate category using the Classification Template (included in the ZIP file download) as an example: 
· 
· Core ethical values 
· Ways of showing respect 
· Rules of decorum (helping you avoid embarrassment or offense to company)
· Rules reflecting and upholding the social hierarchy. 


2. For each category, have students discuss which rules they chose and whether their classmates agree with their choices. Then have students asterisk those rules that they believe would have no place in a contemporary list and circle those they feel have enduring or continuing value.

3. Next, ask individual students or pairs to write their own list of ten Rules that reflect the most important “do’s” and “do not’s” of our contemporary society. Have the students share the Rules with the class and discuss how the manners and mores of Washington’s time have changed, or not changed, today.
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