Intended Grade Level: Middle School 

Lesson Purpose:  
This lesson will use George Washington’s List of Enslaved People, 1799 to reveal Washington as a meticulous businessman and slave owner and provide information about the institution of slavery in the 18th century.

Lesson Objectives:
· Students will practice historical thinking skills and primary source analysis to gain a deeper understanding of slave life at Mount Vernon.
· Students will gain knowledge about individuals enslaved at Mount Vernon in the 18th century. 

Related Standards:
Lesson Plan: George Washington’s List of Enslaved People, 1799

· 
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· Reading and Writing Literacy in History/Social Studies
· Primary Source Analysis
· Evaluating Data
· Developing Research Skills
· Speaking and Listening
· Colonization and Settlement


Timeframe:  Approximately one class sessions

Procedure:  
1. Before beginning the activity discuss as a class why so few 18th-century documents created by slaves exist. Create a list of what other types of documents or non-text primary sources students think can help historians learn about slavery and the lives of those who were enslaved in the 18th century.

1. Divide students into small groups and distribute a copy of the Excerpt - George Washington’s List of Enslaved People, 1799 (included in the ZIP file download) to each group. Explain that they will be taking on the role of historians and researching the enslaved community at Mount Vernon. Ask students to answer the questions on the George Washington’s List of Enslaved People, 1799 Worksheet (included in the ZIP file download). Review students’ answers using the George Washington’s List of Enslaved People, 1799 Worksheet Answer Key and ask them to point to specific examples on the list as evidence of their answers. 

Note: George Washington’s List of Enslaved People, 1799 is an eight page document. We have provided only the first two pages for this lesson. The pages provided list enslaved workers who labored as skilled craftsmen and workers at the Mansion House Farm. For the entire document, visit: http://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-sources-2/article/george-washingtons-list-of-enslaved-people-1799/ 

1. Assign each student the name of an individual enslaved person on the list. Ask each student to determine as much information as possible about their assigned enslaved worker from information contained on the list. Students should research words and phrases on the list they are unfamiliar with.

1. Instruct students to write a brief first-person essay about the life of their assigned enslaved person at Mount Vernon, using direct evidence from list. 


Optional Extension Activity:  

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Encourage students to find a biography, interview, or story about a freed slave to share with the class. 

For inspiration, ask students to locate the slave “Sambo” on the list. Explain that Sambo is one of the few slaves for which information about his life after he was freed exists. Sambo was married to a dower slave, and both his wife and children remained enslaved after he gained his freedom. Sambo settled near Mount Vernon and earned a living providing meat and game to local taverns. He eventually earned enough money to purchase the freedom of two of his relatives, believed to have been his grandchildren.  
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