
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	

Connecting Across the Curriculum: 
More Ideas for George Washington’s Life in Color 
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Lifestyle connection: How many of these paints are 
vegan? 

Business connection: Do an internet search for Thomas 
Reeves and Son. Is the company still in business? What 
can you learn about the company’s history? 

Art connection: On the Mount Vernon website you can 
find examples of the watercolors painted by Nelly Custis.  

Math connection: When the watercolor box was new, it 
cost $30. How much would that be in today’s money? 
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Fashion connection: The winter of 1803 was especially 
cold. So cold that women died because their clothes were 
too thin to protect them against the cold. First Lady 
Abigail Adams wrote, “I wish everything would persuade 
the Ladies that muslin is not a proper winter dress. So far 
as example goes, I shall bring in the use of silks.”  
Mitchell, Stewart, ed., New Letters of Abigail Adams 1788-1801 (Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1947), 218.	

Classics connection: Search the internet to see how 
Horatio Greenough sculpted George Washington as a 
classical hero. 

Geography connection: On a map of Italy locate Pompeii 
and Herculaneum. Research what caused the two cities to 
be buried in ash for centuries.  
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Agriculture connection: George Washington’s Mount 
Vernon is home to Hog Island sheep, a breed that is listed 
as “critical” by the Livestock Conservancy. Find out more 
about this breed on the Mount Vernon website. 

Music connection: Find recordings of harpsichord music 
and piano music. How would you describe the difference 
between the sounds made by the two instruments? 
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Science connection: Get permission from your school 
administration or other proper authority and take a small 
sample of paint from an often-repainted location in your 
home or school. Put your sample under a microscope and 
see how many layers and colors of paint you can see. 

Museum connection: See the Vigee-Lebrun portrait of 
Marie Antoinette in the collection of New York’s 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

Museum connection: Use the Mount Vernon website 
article on the New Room at Mount Vernon to see how 
interpretation changes over time and how science and 
research helped Mount Vernon’s profession staff 
understand how the room looked in 1799. 
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Design/Industry connection: See a schematic drawing 
of Washington’s gristmill by searching the Mount 
Vernon website for “Ten Facts about the Gristmill.”  
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