
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 	Connecting Across the Curriculum: 
More Ideas for George Washington’s Life in Color 
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Art connection: Create your own black- or red-figure vase. 
Choose a terracotta pot and draw your design in pencil. 
Use paint or permanent black marker to create the design.  

Biography connection: Research the life of Sir William 
Hamilton. His life as a diplomat took him to many places 
around the world. His personal life was quite scandalous 
for the eighteenth century.  
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Business connection: Research the lives of Josiah 
Wedgwood and Robert Adam. Were they successful in 
the decorative/design business? 

Art History connection: How many different vase shapes 
did the ancient Greek potters make? Look for lekythos, 
pyxis, oinochoe, hydria, amphora, volute krater and more. 
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Book connection: A scan of Robert Dossie’s book “The 
Handmaid to the Arts” is available online. 	
	

Color connection: Gather the primary colors in a variety of 
media. Keeping the media consistent (all acrylic paint, all 
watercolor, all colored pencils), create color wheels using 
different combinations of primary colors: Indian red vs. 
Alizarin crimson; Cobalt blue vs. Phthalo blue; Cadmium 
yellow vs. Yellow ochre.   

Career connection: Robert Dossie was an apothecary. 
What did it mean to be an apothecary in the eighteenth 
century? What career today is similar? 
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Literature connection: Read “The History and Adventures 
of the Renowned Don Quixote” (in English or Spanish!). 
The novel is the source of the English idiom “tilting at 
windmills.” Research the phrase to discover what it meant 
in the novel. The phrase has taken on other meanings, 
among them the idea of taking action based on heroic or 
idealistic ideals that may have been misperceived. Discuss 
in what ways George Washington and the American 
Revolution may have been perceived as “tilting at 
windmills.” 

History connection: Analyze the heraldic coat of arms 
used by the Washington (Wessyngton) family. What do 
each of the individual elements mean? 

1 

1 

2 

2 

George Washington’s Life in Color: Autumn Curriculum Connections 
mountvernon.org/teachers 

	



	 	

Life in Color connection: See the article about Dossie’s 
book and connections to it in the Autumn issue.  
 

Enslaved people connection: Who is Frank? Find out more 
about him and other Mount Vernon’s enslaved population 
through the exhibit “Lives Bound Together” on the Mount 
Vernon website. 

Geology/geography connection: Where on earth are the 
largest deposits of lapis lazuli? Learn about how this 
mineral is mined today. 
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Life in Color connection: The Spring edition of George 
Washington’s Life in Color includes an essay on the dove 
weathervane that sits atop Mount Vernon’s cupola. 
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Architecture connection: George Washington chose this 
symbol for the highest point on his house. What figure 
stands at the top of the U.S. Capitol building? 


