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LEVEL:
Lower Elementary (K-2)
TIMEFRAME:
Approximately 30 minutes 
OBJECTIVES:
Students will learn to identify different kinds of historical sources. 

Students will learn how historical sources can be used to study the past. 

Students will compare the perspectives of people in the past to those of people in the present. 

Students will think critically about George Washington and how his ideas and actions created significant historical change. 

Students will compare life in the past to life today. 

STANDARDS:

LESSON PLAN
GUIDED VIRTUAL TOUR POST-ACTIVITY
WASHINGTON’S LIBRARY


· 
George Washington Teacher Institute | mountvernon.org/teachers
George Washington Teacher Institute | mountvernon.org/teachers
· Colonial America
· Colonization and Settlement
· American Revolution and the Founding of a New Nation
· Evaluating Sources
· Analysis of Primary Sources
· Application of Knowledge through higher-order thinking skills
· Reading Informational Texts
· Reading for Literacy



PROCEDURE:
1. Look at the books that you have in your classroom’s library. Write a list of your findings on the left side of the Worksheet- Chart (included in ZIP file download). What types of books do you have in your collection? How do the books you have in your classroom reflect the topics your class is interested in learning about?  

2. Relook at Washington’s study in the virtual tour (https://virtualtour.mountvernon.org/) by navigating to the Mansion tab and then the Study tab. Based on what you’ve learned about George Washington and his interests, as a class discuss what types of books you think he might have had in his library. 

3. Look at the different pictures of books in Sources- Washington’s Library (included in ZIP file download). What do you notice about the books Washington read? Based on the pictures you see, what do you think Washington learned about in these books? Write down these observations on the right side of the Worksheet- Chart (included in ZIP file download).

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Compare the subjects in Washington’s library with subjects that are in your classroom library. Fill in the Worksheet- Venn Diagram (included in ZIP file download) charting what is the same and what is different. 



OPTIONAL EXTENSION ACTIVITY:


1. What would you encourage Washington read if he were alive today? Make a list of suggestions as a class based on what you know about George Washington’s interests. 


