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WORKSHEET: THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATION OF 1789
Class Date

Thanksgiving Proclamation of 1789

By the President of the United States of America, a Proclamation.

Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey his will, tobe
grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor-- and whereas both Houses of Congress
have by their joint Committee requested me to recommend to the People of the United States a day of public
thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of
Almighty God especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government fortheir
safety and happiness.

Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to be devoted by the
People of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the
good that was, that is, or that will be-- That we may then all unite in rendering unto him our sincere and humble
thanks--for his kind care and protection of the People of this Country previous to their becoming a Nation--for
the signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable interpositions of his Providence which we experienced in the
course and conclusion of the late war--for the great degree of tranquility, union, and plenty, which we have
since enjoyed--for the peaceable and rational manner, in which we have been enabled to establish constitutions
of government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national One now lately instituted--for the civil
and religious liberty with which we are blessed; and the means we have of acquiring and diffusinguseful
knowledge; and in general for all the great and various favors which he hath been pleased to confer uponus.
and also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the great Lordand
Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and other transgressions-- to enable us all, whetherin
public or private stations, to perform our several and relative duties properly and punctually--to render our
national government a blessing to all the people, by constantly being a Government of wise, just, and
constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed--to protect and guide all Sovereigns and
Nations (especially such as have shewn kindness unto us) and to bless them with good government, peace, and
concord--To promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and the encrease of science among
them and us--and generally to grant unto all Mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as he alone knows to
be best.

Given under my hand at the City of New York the third day of October in the year of our Lord 1789.

Go: Washington

Source: http:// www.mountvernon.org/educational-resources/primary-sources-2/article/thanksgiving-proclamation-
of-1789/

George Washington Teacher Institute | mountvernon.org


http://www.mountvernon.org/educational-resources/primary-sources-2/article/thanksgiving-proclamation-of-1789/
http://www.mountvernon.org/educational-resources/primary-sources-2/article/thanksgiving-proclamation-of-1789/

VOCABULARY

providence: divine direction beseech: beg

confer: give as a gift or honor virtue: moral excellence

Answer the following questions using textual evidence from the passage that you just finished reading. Be prepared to
share your answers.

1. Who is the author? When was it created?

2. What is a proclamation and to whom was it created for?
a. letter/people b. announcement/Congress

¢. announcement/people d. speech/Congress

3. The conjunction whereas on lines 3 and 4 has different meanings. It is used in two different ways in the
context of this document. What is the meaning of the word on line 3 and then line 4?

a. It being the fact that/While on the contrary b. In as much as/It being the fact that

c. It being the fact that/ While at the same time d. While at the same time/While on the contrary

4a. What did the author create in his proclamation? Underline and annotate the answer in the document. 4b.

What was the given date for the previous answer?

5. In lines 9-18, what reasons did the author give for creating this? Underline and annotate evidence in the text
to support your answer.
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6. On line 10, the words “Being” and “Author” refer to the same idea and are written as proper nouns. How is
the meaning of the word “Author” on line 10 different than how the word author was used in question 4a?

7. The author is hoping for a few things to happen in return for a day of Thanksgiving. Rank the following
pieces of evidence 1-5, (1 being the best piece of evidence -5 being the least important piece of evidence) from
lines 19-27. Be ready to share your thinking with the class.

to pardon our national and other transgressions

to protect and guide all Sovereigns and Nations ... and to bless them with good government, peace,
and concord

to render our national government a blessing to all the people, by constantly beinga
Government of wise, just, and constitutional laws

To promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue

to enable us all ... to perform our several and relative duties properly and punctually

8. Was this document written in a more formal or conversational style? Site specific examples from the text to
support your answer.

9. So, what about the Pilgrims? How is this information different than what you already know about
Thanksgiving?

George Washington Teacher Institute | mountvernon.org



fentin 1751, came
incennes, by the
Police..

friar, for fpﬁéd- :

, for fhewing the

¥ accufed of evil
proof, detained a

of Vincennes, for
nlt Janienifm.
eatening the Mi-

in 1732, a cheat,
t, by giving them
b,

for aflilling the
f. In the column
man bad a hand-

niﬂ;, who taught
ireatening M. A-
g to have convul-
for brcgking her

égainﬁ the King,
» and put in the

aking againft the
padour, and the

s againlt Madam

: s
es at Court, and
e King at a hunt-

meddler, detain-
cret at the Polt-

siling to execute

et i

rry to the King,
as detained on-

f his baving been
dungeons of the

mol: exageerated Britih accounts aflert them tobe,
{till they will fall far thort of the nombers that in

lefs enlightened days have fallen facrifices:in a petty

infurrection,:

By the PRESIDENT of the UNITED STATES
o of AMERICA :
A PROCLAMATION.
"V HEREAS it is the duty of all nations to ac-
knowledge the Providence of Almighty
Gonb, to obey his will, to be grateful for his bene-

-fits, and humbly toimplore his proteétion and favor :

And whereas both Houfes of Congrefs have, by
their joint committee, requetted me o recom-

_*“ mend to the People of the (Inited States, a Day
¢¢ of public Thankfgiving and Prayer, to be oblerva.

‘¢ ed by acknowledging with grareful hearis the ma-
“ ny and fignai [avors of Almighty Gop, efpecial-

“¢ ly by affording them an opportunity peaceab'y to

¢ effablifh a form of government. for their fafety
¢ and happinefs.”’

Now THEREFORE, I do recommend afid affizn
Thur{day tte twenry-fixth day of November next,
to be devoted by the people of thefe tiates, to the
fervice of that great and glovious Being, who is the
bepeficent Author of all the good that was, that is,
or that will be : That we may then all unite in ren-
dering unto him our firceré and humble thanks for
his kind care and protection of the people of this
country previous to tieir becoming-a nation ;—for
the fignal and manifold mercies, and the favorable
interpefitions of his Providence -in the courfe and
conclufion of the late war j—for the great degree
of tranquility, union and plenty, which we have
{ince enjoved ; for the peaceable and rational man-
ner in which we have been enabled to eft:blith con-
fiitutions of government for aur fafety and happi-
nefs, and particularly the national one now lately
inftitured ; for the civil and religious liberty with
which we are bieffed, and the means we have of
acquiring and diffufing ufeful knowledge 5 and in
general, for all the great and various favours which

_‘he hath been piealed ro confer upun va. o F
AxD arso, That we may then unite in meil
humbly . offering our prayers and fupplications to

the great Locd and Ruler of Nations, and beleech

hiny to pardon our nationaland other tranfgreffions s -

~to coable us al!, whether in public or p:ivat <
ftatiens, to perform our feveral and relative dutics

]

) LVl L)

fine habit cloths, caf
of blick, whize, Iig
tins, piain and fang
hofe. -for fale at his

~and Macket fireets,

had, as nfual, a gend
whalcizle and retail,
Oétoher 7.

R AN-AWA

her, living in |
the middleof Avgull
about 21 years of ag
inches high, fauare s

_on his forehead. . Bei

been bred upas a h
no doubt pafles for a
ed him{elf either in a
The flaves in this {ta
ohtain their freedon
makes it highly prob
that {tate. Toany

to me, at the above

of this ftate, I will g
LARS; and if taken

Auvg. I. 4.

Twentj?

MHE STORE of
P_[ Nigiit; and th

i

7 pieces half ell pri
10 haif picces yard o
tainipg from 1§
2 pieces vard wide |
» each S
A few {mall pieces
6. pieces black Flord
2 pieces olive twill
Several other Artic
The above Reward
fhall difcover the fa
and in proportion foy

s New Yok, Septen

A D

‘Wit'l-r a Large Wa

Cineither Fiong, Sec
{ aMANUFACLOR

Source: http://www.mountvernon.org/research-collections/digital-encyclopedia/article/thanksgiving/

George Washington Teacher Institute | mountvernon.org


http://www.mountvernon.org/research-collections/digital-encyclopedia/article/thanksgiving/

	Answer the following questions using textual evidence from the passage that you just finished reading. Be prepared to share your answers.

