[bookmark: _nzide3ag6akj]

LEVEL:
Upper Elementary (Grades 3-5)
TIMEFRAME:
40 minutes
OBJECTIVES:
Students will define a simple design problem reflecting a need or a want 

Students will generate and compare multiple possible solutions to a problem based on how well each is likely to meet the criteria and constraints of the problem. 

Students will compare life in specific historical time periods to life today. 

Students will describe how people’s perspectives shaped the historical sources they created. 

Students will infer the purpose of a historical source from information within the source itself. 

STANDARDS:

LESSON PLAN
GUIDED VIRTUAL TOUR POST-ACTIVITY
TAKE A SEAT: INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY AT MOUNT VERNON

· 
George Washington Teacher Institute | mountvernon.org/teachers
George Washington Teacher Institute | mountvernon.org/teachers
· Revolution and the New Nation
· Application of Knowledge through higher-order thinking skills
· Primary Source Analysis
· Evaluate the relevancy and utility of a historical source based on information such as maker, date, place of origin, intended audience, and purpose



PROCEDURE:
1. As a class, brainstorm a list of technology that you use in your classroom to make the learning experience easier.  

2. Relook at Washington’s study in the virtual tour (https://virtualtour.mountvernon.org/) by navigating to the Mansion tab and then the Study tab. Reflect on some pieces of technology in his study. 

3. Divide class into groups and provide each group with on image of an original chair at Mount Vernon from the Primary Sources- Take a Seat (included in ZIP file download).

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Have each group analyze the chair using the questions on the Worksheet- Take a Seat (included in ZIP file download).

5. Ask each group to present the ways the chair they studied helped make life easier at Mount Vernon and during Washington’s presidency. Come together as a class and discuss the ways technology help meet similar needs today.


OPTIONAL EXTENSION ACTIVITY:

1. Martha Washington spent many hours in the back parlor sewing with her daughter and granddaughters. Ask students to combine the seating technology from Mount Vernon and the technology used today to invent a new chair that provides a comfortable spot for Martha Washington to work, while not taking up too much space.
2. Use recyclables to build the invention sketched at the end of the worksheet.

