Describing George Washington

A Military Journal: During the American Revolutionary War, From 1775 to 1783.
Describing Interesting Events and Transactions of this period; with numerous

Historical Facts and Anecdotes by Dr. James Thacher

His Excellency, the Commander in Chief, made a visit to our hospital ; his arrival was
scarcely announced, before he presented himself at our doors. Dr. Williams and myself
had the honor to wait on this great and truly good man, through the different wards, and
to reply to his inquiries relative to the condition of our patients. He appeared to take a
deep interest in the situation of the sick and wounded soldiers, and inquired particularly
as to their treatment and comfortable accommodations. Not being apprized of his
intended visit in time to make preparation for his reception, we were not entirely free
from embarrassment, but we had the inexpressible satisfaction of receiving his
Excellency's approbation of our conduct, as respects the duties of our department. The
personal appearance of our Commander in Chief, is that of the perfect gentleman and
accomplished warrior. He is remarkably tall, full six feet, erect and well proportioned.
The strength and proportion of his joints and muscles, appear to be commensurate with
the preeminent powers of his mind. The serenity of his countenance, and majestic
gracefulness of his deportment, impart a strong impression of that dignity and grandeur,
which are his peculiar characteristics, and no one can stand in his presence without
feeling the ascendancy of his mind, and associating with his countenance the idea of
wisdom, philanthropy, magnanimity, and patriotism. There is a fine symmetry in the
features of his face, indicative of a benign and dignified spirit. His nose is strait, and his
eyes inclined to blue. He wears his hair in a becoming cue, and from his forehead it is
turned back and powdered in a manner which adds to the military air of his appearance.
He displays a native gravity, but devoid of all appearance of ostentation. His uniform
dress is a blue coat, with two brilliant epaulettes, buff colored under clothes, and a three
cornered hat, with a black cockade. He is constantly equipped with an elegant small
sword, boots and spurs, in readiness to mount his noble charger. There is not in the
present age, perhaps, another man so eminently qualified to discharge the arduous duties
of the exalted station he is called to sustain, amidst difficulties which to others would
appear insurmountable, nor could any man have more at command the veneration and
regard of the officers and soldiers of our army, even after defeat and misfortune. This is
the illustrious chief, whom a kind Providence has decreed as the instrument to conduct
our country to peace and to Independence.

Teaching with Objects: Powder Bag and Puff Set https://www.mountvernon.org/education/for-teachers



http://www.threerivershms.com/journal1778.htm
http://www.threerivershms.com/journal1778.htm
http://www.threerivershms.com/journal1778.htm
https://www.mountvernon.org/education/for-teachers/

