BACKGROUND INFORMATION: While George Washington was away from Mount Vernon, his farm manager sent weekly accounts to Washington reporting on the status of Mount Vernon, the farm, and the enslaved people who lived there.
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1. …a hired carpenter and slave spent six days each on “putting up the births in new Qu[arte]r” and
1. “planning plank for the Qur Births,” while one of the bricklayers was “laying brick foundation for 
1. the sills of the births new Qur.” The following week, one of the hired carpenters was occupied 
1. another five days “putting up the berth.”
 
