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Excerpt: Washington’s Eulogy by Henry “Light-Horse Harry” Lee, December 26, 1799
1 …First in war, first in peace and first in the hearts of his countrymen, he was second to none in 
2 the humble and endearing scenes of private life. Pious, just, humane, temperate and sincere— 
3 uniform, dignified and commanding—his example was as edifying to all around him as were the 
4 effects of that example lasting. . . . Correct throughout, vice shuddered in his presence and virtue 
5 always felt his fostering hand. The purity of his private character gave effulgence to his public 
6 virtues. . . . Such was the man for whom our nation mourns…
Excerpt: President John Adams’ Announcement to the Army Regarding the Death of George Washington, December 24, 1799
1 … THE President, with deep regret, announces to the Army the Death of its beloved Chief, 
2 General GEORGE WASHINGTON; sharing in the grief which every heart must feel, for so 
3 heavy and afflicting a public loss, and desirous to express his high sense of the vast debt of 
4 gratitude, which is due to the virtues, talents, and ever memorable services of the illustrious 
5 deceased, he directs, that Funeral Honors be paid to him at all the Military Stations, and that the 
6 Officers of the Army, and of the several corps of Volunteers, wear crape on the left arm, by way 
7 of mourning, for six months…
Excerpt: Abraham Lincoln’s Temperance Address, February 22, 1842
1 …Washington is the mightiest name on earth -- long since mightiest in the cause of civil liberty; 
2 still mightiest in moral reformation. On that name no eulogy is expected. It cannot be. To add 
3 brightness to the sun, or glory to the name of Washington, is alike impossible. Let none attempt it. 
4 In solemn awe pronounce the name, and in its naked, deathless splendor leave it shining on…
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