LESSON PLAN

APOTHEOSIS OF
GEORGE WASHINGTON




LEVEL:
High School
TIMEFRAME:
Approximately one class session
OBJECTIVES:
Students will examine 19th-century art to identify and analyze the symbols used for Washington’s apotheosis.
Student will analyze primary sources to understand the legacy of George Washington immediately after his death and 50 years afterwards.
Students will recognize characteristics of apotheosis and identify where and when they see it today.

Students will distinguish and see connections between History and Memory

STANDARDS:

· Reading and Writing Literacy in History/Social Studies
· Reading Informational Texts
· Using Multiple historical sources to identify further areas of inquiry
· Speaking and Listening



PROCEDURE:
1. Define the term “apotheosis” for students as the act of ascending into heaven and becoming a god. Share the Background Information handout (included in ZIP file download) to ensure that students are comfortable with the concept of apotheosis.

2. Have students examine the four Primary Source: Examining Art images (included in the ZIP file download) and fill out the See, Think, Wonder worksheet (included in ZIP file download). The “See, Think, Wonder” strategy can help students identify observational elements in the art before drawing conclusions about their meaning.
a. In “See” ask students to identify the symbols they see in each image (examples include a laurel wreath, angels, shield, eagle, arrows, toga, and trumpet).

b. In “Think” prompt your students to make informed inferences into what each symbol stands for. Remember, meanings at the time the image was created may be different than today.

c. In “Wonder” start a class discussion on the character traits the artists and their audiences reflected in these images of George Washington.
3. Students should analyze the three quotations included in the Primary Source: Analyzing Words handout (included in the ZIP file download) and answer the questions on the Analyzing Words worksheet (included in the ZIP file download). Discuss student answers as a class and ask students consider how images and words compare and contrast with each other. 
4. Compare the public perception of George Washington in the 18th and 19th centuries to today. If Washington was deified at two points in our past, is he still thought of that way today? Who in today’s society might be depicted in an apotheosis? 
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