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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

[bookmark: _GoBack]Women’s history is often delineated into debates on the public versus private spheres. Recently, historians have been analyzing how these two seemingly separate worlds interact and influence one another. Martha Washington, as First Lady, is a great example of this new interpretation of women’s history. During George Washington’s presidency, Martha Washington held Friday evening drawing-room gatherings at their temporary home in Philadelphia. Both men and women regularly attended. This evening gathering, known as the Republican Court, was a symbolic gesture of the public (the political and male dominated world) intertwining with the private (the family and female dominated world). While Martha Washington became friendly with well-known women such as Abigail Adams and Mercy Otis Warren (a poet, writer, and historian), she often bristled against the limitations public expectations placed upon her.
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