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Source A – Excerpt: J. Power to Daniel Parke Custis, no date (probably 1749) in Mary Custis Lee, “Memoir of George Washington Parke Custis” Recollections and Private Memoirs of Washington (Philadelphia: J.W. Bradley, 1861, 9-72), 20n

Background Information: Martha Dandridge married Daniel Parke Custis, twenty years her senior, at the age of eighteen. Daniel’s father, John Custis, and his mother, Frances, had a tumultuous and unhappy marriage and John successfully encouraged his son not to marry. John Custis finally relented to his son’s marriage to Martha after she impressed him during one of their meetings.

1 …This comes at last to bring you the news that I believe will be most agreeable to you of any you 
2 have heard—that you may not be long in suspense I shall tell you at once—I am empowered by 
3 your father to let you know that he heartily and willingly consents to your marriage with Miss 
4 [Martha] Dandridge—that he has so good a character of her, that he had rather you should have 
5 her than any lady in Virginia—nay, if possible, he is as much enamored with her character as you 
6 are with her person, and this is owing chiefly to a prudent speech of her own. Hurry down 
7 immediately for fear he should change the strong inclination he has to your marrying 
8 directly….he enslaved population at Mount Vernon did not meekly accept their bonded lot in life. 
9 Many…


Source B – Excerpt: John Adams to Mercy Otis Warren, November 25, 1775 

Background Information: Mercy Otis Warren was a writer, poet, historian, and patriot during the American Revolution. She was good friends with Abigail Adams who introduced her to Martha Washington.

10 …The General [Washington] is amiable and Accomplished and judicious and cool; You will soon 

11 know the Person and Character of his Lady.  I hope She has as much Ambition for her Husband’s 

12 Glory, as Portia [Abigail Adams] & Marcia [Mercy Otis Warren] have, and then the Lord have 

13 Mercy on the Souls of [Generals William] Howe and [John] Burgoyne & all the [British] Troops 

14 in Boston….



Source C – Excerpt: Thatcher, James. Military Journal, During the American Revolutionary War, from 1775-1783 (Silas Andrus & Son, 1854) p. 160

Background Information: James Thatcher was a doctor who travelled with the Continental Army during the American Revolution. He wrote one of the first histories of the war from his diaries.
 
15 [Middlebrook, New Jersey] Yesterday [Thursday, 2/25/1779] I accompanied Major Cavil to head 
16 quarters, and had the honor of being numbered among the guests at the table of his Excellency, 
17 with his lady, two young ladies from Virginia, the gentlemen who compose his family, and 
18 several other officers.…Mrs. Washington combines in an uncommon degree, great dignity of 
19 manner with the most pleasing affability, but possesses no striking marks of beauty.  I learn from 
20 the Virginia officers that Mrs. Washington has ever been honored as a lady of distinguished 
21 goodness, possessing all the virtues which adorn her sex, amiable in her temper and deportment, 
22 full of benignity, benevolence and charity, seeking for objects of affliction and poverty, that she 
23 may extend to the sufferers the hand of kindness and relief.  These surely are the attributes which 
24 reveal a heart replete with those virtues which are so appropriate and estimable in the female 
25 character….









Source D – Excerpt: “An Account of a Visit Made to Washington at Mount Vernon, by an English Gentleman, in 1785, From the Diary of John Hunter,” The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography (Volume VXII, 1893, 76-82). 

Background Information: John Hunter was an English gentleman who toured Canada and the United States from 1785-1786 and made a visit to Mount Vernon during this time. George and Martha Washington entertained hundreds of guests who all wanted to meet the General.

26  [Wednesday, 11/16/1785]…We arrived at Mount Vernon by one o’clock…When Colonel 

27 Fitzgerald introduced me to the General I was struck with his noble and venerable 

28 appearance….After having sat with us some time he retired and sent in his lady, a most agreeable 

29 woman about 50 [she was 54], and Major [George Augustine] Washington his nephew, married 

30 about three weeks ago to a Miss Bessot [Fanny Bassett]:  She is Mrs. Washington’s niece and a 

31 most charming young woman.  She is about 19.  After chatting with them for half an hour, the 

32 General came in again….[Thursday, 11/17/1785]…It’s astonishing with what raptures Mrs. 

33 Washington spoke about the discipline of the army, the excellent order they were in, superior to 

34 any troops she said upon the face of the earth towards the close of the war; even the English 

35 acknowledged it, she said.  What pleasure she took in the sound of the fifes and drums, preferring 

36 it to any music that was ever heard; and then to see them reviewed a week or two before the men 

37 disbanded, when they were all well clothed was she said a most heavenly sight; almost every 

38 soldier shed tears at parting with the General when the army was disbanded:  Mrs. Washington 

39 said it was a most melancholy sight….






Source E – Excerpt: Colonel Thomas Rodney, June 9, 1790, quoted in Stephen Decatur, Jr. Private Affairs of George Washington: From the Records and Accounts of Tobias Lear, Esquire, his Secretary (Boston, MA: Printed by The Riverside Press for Houghton Mifflin Company, 1933), p. 135-136

Background Information: Colonel Thomas Rodney was a militia colonel who also served in the Continental Congress representing Delaware. 

40 …I intended to have staged at ferry & went into N.Y. today, but finding

41 Expenses very high every day & that the President and all the State officers were gone out of 

42 town & frollicking [sic], I thought it best to return homeward….A little after passing the ferry met 

43 Mrs. Washington & another lady in a coach, they were preceded by a Servant about ½ mile 

44 ahead, and two young Gentlemen on Horseback, Just before them, a Mulatto girl behind the 

45 carriage and a Negro man Servant on Horseback behind, this was her Suite, small attendance for 

46 the Lady of the President of the United States.  Yet the Motions of the President and his lady is 

47 the public Talk of all Ranks at & near New York…
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