


[bookmark: _3qiajk6qottf][bookmark: _iu7255bya9dl]PRIMARY SOURCE set
Coveture, Colonial Family Eithic, and Widowhood
[bookmark: _nzide3ag6akj]



PRIMARY SOURCE set
Coveture, Colonial Family Eithic, and Widowhood

Source A - martha custis TO robert cary and company, august 20, 1757

1 	                                                                                                           Virginia Aug 20, 1757
2 Gentlemen
3 I imagine before this you will hear of the great misfortune I have met with in the Colony my late 
4 Husband Mr. Custis your Correspondent, by which all his Affairs fall under my management, I 
5 believe to both your satisfaction correspondence with you and I now having admon of his Estate I 
6 hope I shall continue the Correspondene and that it will be lasting and agreeable to us both.  I 
7 shall yearly ship a considerable part of the Tobacco I make to you which I shall take care to have 
8 made as good as possible and hope you will do your endeavor to get me a good Price, Yours by 
9 Capt. Coxen of the 10th of March & by John Hanbury Captn Talman of the 17 & 21st & the Goods 
10 you sent came safe to Mr. Custis’s hands before his Death.

11 I wrote you sometime ago insurance on 34 Hhds of Tobo which I informed you would come in 
12 Capt. Coxen which I hope you have put 2 more Hhds on board which I have not insured, the 
13 whole Shipped to you by him is now 36 Hhds which I have inclosed a Bill of Lading for, I have 
14 reason to believe they are as good as they can well be and hope you will get me a Price suitable to 
15 them.  I shall want some Goods this Year for me Family which I have inclosed an Invoice of and 
16 hope you will take care they are well bot and sent me by your first Ship to this river. . . . As soon 
17 as you have sold all of the Toba. Shipped to you by Mr. Custis last year, please to make out an 
18 Account Current and send it to me by the first Opportunity.  As Mr. Custis died Without Will and 
19 left but two Children his Estate will be kept together some time and I will it will be proper to 
20 continue this Account with you in the same manner as if he was living, as most of the goods I 
21 shall send for will be for the use of the Family, I am Gentlemen Your most hble Servt.

22                                                                                                                               Martha Custis
23 To Robert Cary Esq. & Co.
24 Merchts in London
[bookmark: _GoBack]Source B - martha WASHINGTON TO Frances “fanny” bassetT, september 29, 1794

1 My dear Fanny, I wish I could give you unerring advise in regard to the request contained in your 
2 last letter; I really dont know what to say to you on the subject; you must be governed by your 
3 own judgement, and I trust providence will derect you for the best; it is a matter more interesting 
4 to yourself than any other[.] The person contemplated is a worthy man, esteemed by every one 
5 that is aquainted with him; he has, it is concieved, fair prospects before him;–is, I belive, very 
6 industri[ous] and will, I have not a doubt, make sumthing handsome for himself.–as to the 
7 President, he never has, nor never will, as you have often heard him say, inter meddle in 
8 matrimonial concerns. he joins with me however in wishing you every happyness this world can 
9 give.–you have had a long acquaintance with Mr Lear, and must know him as well as I do.–he 
10 always appeared very attentive to his wife and child, as farr as ever I have seen; he is I believe, a 
11 man of strict honor and probity; and one with whom you would have as good a prospect of 
12 happyness as with any one I know; but beg you will not let anything I say influence you either 
13 way. The President has a very high opinion of and friendship for Mr. Lear; and has not the least 
14 objection to your forming the connection but, no more than myself, would wish to influence your 
15 judgement, either way–yours and the childrens good being among the first wishes of my heart.










Source C - tobias lear on behalf of Martha WASHINGTON TO president John adams, december 31, 1799


1                                                                                                  Mount Vernon December 31st, 1799 
2 Sir, 
3 While I feel, with the keenest anguish, the late dis-
4 pensation of Divine Providence, I cannot be insen-
5 Sible to the respectful mournfull and respectful tributes 
6 of respect & veneration, which are paid to the memory of my dear deceased
7  Husband. - And as his best services and anxious wishes 
8 were always employed in promoting devoted to the welfare and 
9 happiness of his Country; it affords to know that they were 
10 truly appreciated and gratefully remembered affords the me 
11 highest service of consolation no inconsiderable consolation.

12 Taught by the great Example, which I have So 
13 long had before me, never to oppose my private wishes to the 
14 Public Will, I must consent to the request the made by 
15 Congress, which you have had the goodness to transmit to me. 
16 And in doing this, I need not, - I cannot Say what a sacrifice 
17 of individual feeling, I make to a Sense of public Duty.

18 With grateful unfeigned thanks for grateful
19 acknowledgements & unfeigned thanks for the personal respect & evidences of condolence
20 expressed by Con-
21 gress and yourself – and with unfeigned thanks for your ex-
22 pression of Condolence I remain I remain, very respectfully, 
23                                                                                                               Sir
24                                                                                                           your most ob.d most Hble Serv
25  The Presint of the U.S.                                                                                                               
26                                                                                                                   M. Washington
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