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[bookmark: _z32uu2617rbr]LEVEL:
High School
[bookmark: _mo132018nizv]TIMEFRAME:
Approximately 45 minutes
[bookmark: _8yw78cvitpm5]OBJECTIVES:
Students will examine primary sources related to slavery, Martha Washington as a slave mistress, and the Critical Period to understand the role of slavery in the early Republic.



[bookmark: _3qiajk6qottf]LESSON PLAN
[bookmark: _iu7255bya9dl]SLAVE MISTRESS



[bookmark: _qx1fhmv44l1w]STANDARDS:
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[bookmark: _45ivbxd7ozkr]Colonial America
Civic Values and Social Norms 
Revolution and the New Nation 
Explaining How and Why Perspectives of People Change Over Time 
Analysis of Primary Sources 
Reading for Perspective 
Integrating Evidence from Multiple Relevant Historical Sources Into a Reasoned Argument About the Past



[bookmark: _l29zh597ll2o]
[bookmark: _50ld1mq2q1hf]PROCEDURE:
1. [bookmark: _pfdfmwizxwhy]Distribute the following handouts (included in ZIP file download) for students to read. 
a. Primary Source - George Washington’s List of Enslaved People, 1799
b. Primary Source – Excerpt – George Washington’s Last Will and Testament, July 9, 1799
c. Primary Source – Excerpt – Martha Washington’s Last Will and Testament, March 4, 1802
2. Ask students to discuss the connections between these three sources in small groups. Provide each group with the Background Information – Part 1 handout (included in the ZIP file download) and instruct them to reevaluate their connections based on any new information. 
3. Distribute the following handouts (included in ZIP file download) for students to read. 
a. Primary Source – Excerpt – An Act for the Gradual Emancipation of Slavery, March 1, 1780
b. Primary Source – Martha Washington to Frances (Fanny) Bassett Washington, June 5, 1791
4. Ask students to continue their discussion of the connections between primary sources in their small groups. Provide each group with the Background Information – Part 2 handout (included in the ZIP file download) and instruct them to reevaluate their connections based on any new information. 
5. Instruct students to answer the writing prompt on the Short Answer worksheet (included in ZIP file download).  
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