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EXCERPT: AN ACT FOR THE GRADUAL EMANCIPATION OF SLAVERY, MARCH 1, 1780
1 When we contemplate our Abhorence of that Condition to which the Arms and Tyranny of Great 
2 Britain were exerted to reduce us, when we look back on the Variety of Dangers to which we 
3 have been exposed, and how miraculously our Wants in many Instances have been supplied and 
4 our Deliverances wrought, when even Hope and human fortitude have become unequal to the 
5 Conflict; we are unavoidably led to a serious and grateful Sense of the manifold Blessings which 
6 we have undeservedly received from the hand of that Being from whom every good and perfect 
7 Gift cometh. Impressed with these Ideas we conceive that it is our duty, and we rejoice that it is in 
8 our Power, to extend a Portion of that freedom to others, which hath been extended to us; and a 
9 Release from that State of Thraldom, to which we ourselves were tyrannically doomed, and from 
10 which we have now every Prospect of being delivered. It is not for us to enquire, why, in the 
11 Creation of Mankind, the Inhabitants of the several parts of the Earth, were distinguished by a 
12 difference in Feature or Complexion. It is sufficient to know that all are the Work of an Almighty 
13 Hand. . . 

14 Be it enacted and it is hereby enacted by the Representatives of the Freemen of the 
15 Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly met and by the Authority of the same, That 
16 all Persons, as well Negroes, and Mulattos, as others, who shall be born within this State, from 
17 and after the Passing of this Act, shall not be deemed and considered as Servants for Life or 
18 Slaves; and that all Servitude for Life or Slavery of Children in Consequence of the Slavery of 
19 their Mothers, in the Case of all Children born within this State from and after the passing of this 
20 Act as aforesaid, shall be, an hereby is, utterly taken away, extinguished and for ever abolished. . . 

21 And be it further enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That no Man or Woman of any Nation or 
22 Colour, except the Negroes or Mulattoes who shall be registered as aforesaid shall at any time 
23 hereafter be deemed, adjudged or holden, within the Territories of this Commonwealth, as Slaves 
24 or Servants for Life, but as freemen and Freewomen; and except the domestic Slaves attending 
25 upon Delegates in Congress from the other American States, foreign Ministers and Consuls, and 
26 persons passing through or sojourning in this State, and not becoming resident therein; and 
27 Seamen employed in Ships, not belonging to any Inhabitant of this State nor employed in any 
28 Ship owned by any such Inhabitant, Provided such domestic Slaves be not aliened or sold to any 
29 Inhabitant, nor (except in the Case of Members of Congress, foreign Ministers and Consuls) 
30 retained in this State longer than six Months.
1
George Washington Teacher Institute | mountvernon.org

2
George Washington Teacher Institute | mountvernon.org

